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BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


WILLIAM COCHRAN CARR, 


begs most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, Pro- 








TO GAS COMPANIES. 


TRE-CLAY Retorts and Fire Goods. 

The Advertiser has brought his Fire-Clay Retorts 
to great perfection, both as to quality and finish. Many 
have stood three and four years. 





i i i i le vincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
F..,.. ery tthe Fite Clap ie “the nnd ry ng JOS. COWEN and Co., tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
North of England. Stock never less than 10,000 tons BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
weathering. Were the only parties to whom a Prize Mspat was | Manufacture of CLAY meter pane and a he is a 
Orders promptly executed. awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘Gas | Prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctuality 


and despatch. Orders for F1RE-CLAY RETORTS, 


: A Rerorts and OTHER OBsecTs in Fire CLay.” r 
ee a ee J. C. and Co. have been for many years the most ex- of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 


é, tensive Manufacturers of Fire Clay Retortsin the United | Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
= Kingdom; and orders for Fire Clay Retorts of all | andon the mostreasouable terms. — 
shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every other London Agents: 




















HE ’ ao - A JAMES LAWRIE & CO. 

South Essex, Gas Company ' pi a ath siteeactphaantenabatiaars 63, OLp Broap Street, City, Lonpon. 

In Chancery,—In the Matter of the South Essex COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE. wer ARTTERT) the « oaad Uaske a 
Gaslight and Coke Company’s Winding-up.— The Coal and Coke Office, wan TED, by a good Workman, a 
Official Liquidator of this Company is directed to Sell Quay S1pgk, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. SITUATION ina Country Gas-Work, to Fit 
by PRIVATE CONTRACT the Gas-Works, Plant, Gas, Repair Gas-Meters, Wet or Dry, and to make 
and other Effects of the Company. himself useful, Can be well recommended. 

Full particulars may be obtained on application to CYRUS HAN SON, Address, R. D., Nq. 201, Grange Road, BERMoND- 
= — oy aps — ~— Esq., 35, HENLLIS WORKS, sey (S. E.). 

leman Street, City; or to RoBert PeckuaM, Esq., > 
Solicitor, 4, Serjeant’s Inn, FLEET STREET. . NEWPORT, MONMOUTHSHIRE, TO GAS COMPANIES. 
TO THE GAS COMPANIES Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks, ~ O* Sale, Four Purifiers, 9 feet by 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND THE CONTINENT: 5 feet. 6 inches, and 2 feet 9 inches deep, wit 


ANNEL AND COAL FOR GAS 
PURPOSES.—Fifteen years’ connexion with one 

of the largest Gas Concerns in England, enables us 
from practical experience to certify that the CANNEL a 
and COAL we offer are those best suited for Gas pur- JOHN RUSSELL 







Also, Centre Hydraulic Valve and 8-inch Fittings 
ikon complete,—the above having been replaced by larger 
Pe fag SN WTS - aN, ones. ; 
eS: : For particulars apply to Mr. W. C. Raper, Gas- 
Works, York Street, LEEDS, where the Purifiers can 
AND CO., 


FI RST “PRIZE In THE PARIS EXHIBITION. Covers and four tiers of Wire Grates. 
, a 












poses. be seen. By order, 
On application, we shall have much pleasure in for- THE OLD TUBE WORKS, c W. C. Raver, Manager. 
warding our Tabulated Statements of Analyses, with CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY, Gaslight Office, Leeds, May 8, 1858. 
— and Terms; also References as to respecta- ae See an aT aEat 7 = nies tical 
. ¥ and OO, VOTES TRANS Steet. LANGOs, ANTED, by a thorough practica 
All Contract Orders have our careful and best | Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes, + . . 
attention. and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and Man, a SITUATION to Manage a Gas-Work, 





ee or Working Foreman. Is alsoa thorough good Gas- 
atin ee a Pan, Donte of Cannel a of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam Fitter, Main and Service-Layer. Can have first-rate 
J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings Testimonials. 


for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders Apply, T. O. M., Gas-Works, Guildford, Sunner. 
NGLO-ROMANO GAS COMPANY. | may be executed in afew days. 4 . “ i. ° 

The Shareholders are informed that the Eighth The eminent Engineer, Mr, Perkins, confines himself T° be Disposed of, Two Wet-Lime 
HALF-YEARLY DIVIDEND will be payable, at the | altogether to the use of John Russell and Co.’s Tubes PURIFIERS, 6 feet in diameter and 2 feet 6 

rate of 8 per cent. per annum, at the London Agency, | in his High-Pressure Steam Patents. | inches deep, with Inlet and Outlet-Pipes complete. 
i, New Broap Street, on and after the 10th inst., | Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, Also, a Cast Solution-Tank and Agitator connected 

between the hours of Twelve and Two. Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. therewith. 

JAMES SHEPHERD, Gérant. N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
May 1, 1858. ' and Warranted. Dartford, Kent. 


CROSLEY & CO, 


GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. 


Bis 






























































g 5 
SOLE LICENCEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 


W. CROSLEY’S AND CROSLEY AND GOLDSMITH'S 
PATENT STANDARD SELF-ADJUSTING AND COMPENSATING GAS-METERS, 


By which the True Water-Line is constantly mai 
- intly maintained, and accuracy of measurement at all times secured. SEVERAL THOUSANDS OF x 
ARE Now at ae teen Testimonials from eminent Gas Engineers, expressive of their approbation of them, may be seen at ie Menaieateras me eae 

ufacturers PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to supply the epeeial requirements 


of —_ coneumers in low grounds during the day or night 
Me. King, of Live - of EXPERIMENTAL METERS, GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, &c. &c., similar to those used by 


Iso, Manufacturer: 

a Co. continue to manufacture ordi WET METER ipti 

tent of: rdinary E S of the very best description, Mr. W. Crosle 

assis is relative, the late Mr. Samuel Crosley, of Cottage Lane, City Road, up to the time of his deceage, in which capacity he communicated to W. C. the secret | 


of the mixture of the metals which has rend i nian 
Sher boven et mets ae —— hwo so durable and superior to all others, as is evidenced by a large number of them being still at work | 

















y having been for many years the principal and confidential | 
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For particulars apply to Mr. W. GREEN, Gas-Works, | 
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‘| use of our Ovens in the manufacture of Gas has made 
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THE COUNTY AND GENERAL 
GAS CONSUMERS? 
COMPANY (Limited), 

Capital, £50,000 (with power to increase), 

In 10,000 Shares of £5 each; Deposit of 5s. per Share 
on application, and 15s. per Share on allotment. 

Five per Cent. interest will be allowed on all sums 
paid in advance on calls. 

Established for the purpose of lighting with Gas 
Provincial Towns, Villages, and new localities, either 
by the erection of new Works, or by gee we | or 
leasing such existing Works as may be obtained on 
fair terms. 

The Company are now in active operation, and sup- 
plying Gas at Pater, Pembroke, and Northfleet, and 
are engaged erecting Works at Walton-on-Thames. 
Negotiations are also in progress for the acquisition or 
several other existing works. 

Applications for Shares, Prospectuses, &c., to be 
made at the Offices of the Company, 76, King William 
Street, Crry. . 

BUTTERFIELD and DEMPSTER, 
GAS ENGINEERS, & CONTRACTORS 

FOR THE 


Erection of New and Repairs of Gas-Works, 
NEW ROAD, ELLAND, ann 15, HOLDEN 
STREET, HALIFAX, YORKSHIRE, 

Beg most respectfully to call the attention of Gas 
Companies and Gas Proprietors to their DOUBLE- 
GROVED FIRE-BRICK OVENS, now so extensively 
used in many of our large Gas-Works, and giving uni- 
versal satisfaction, many of which have been at work 
for the last 14 years, and are still in good working 
order. Their capabilities of being heated to a more 
intense heat than iron, and the small annual cost for 
repairs, make them an article better adapted to Gas 
Companies and Proprietors than any other at present 
before them. The great saving in labour attending the 





them more general in many of the large Gas-Works, 
they particularly re ling th Ives, 
No. |—1 ft. 6 in. wide, any length. 

do, 











No. 2—3 ft. wide 
No, 2—4 ft. wide do. 
No, 4—5 ft. wide do. 


No. 5—Set of three to one Fire, viz.—one 4 ft. wide 
at. the top, and 15 in. each side of Furnace, 
No. 6—Set of three to one Fire, viz.—one 5 feet, and 
one 18 in, each side of Furnace. 
Iron and Fire-Clay Retorts set on the most improved 
principle. 

Cast-Iron Retorts, Condensers, Purifiers, all sizes. 
Hydraulic Centre-Valves, for working two, three, or 
four Purifiers alternately. 

Gas Governors, Cast-Iron Pipes, and every description 
of Gas Castings at the cheapest possible prices. 


Plans and Specifications prepared for every 
description of Apparatus in the Manufac- 
ture and Distribution of Gas. 
Testimonials and References forwarded on application. 

THE PURIFYING-HOUSE SUPERSEDED. 
R. LAMING (Inventor of the | 
Revivified Oxide of Iron Purification) has the 
satisfaction to announce that Gas may now be purified 
in a manner that combines unusual commercial ad- 
vantages with all the possible requirements of the 
sanitary officer and the public. All that need be said 
to call attention to the new process is, that instead of 
the purifying-house, two vessels of small area, placed 
after the condenser, suffice; that these vessels never 
have the least communication with the atmosphere; 
and that neither lime, oxide, nor any other substance 
foreign to the gas itself is brought into contact with 
it. Gas engineers will perceive among the advantages 
thus offered, economy in room, labour, and materials ; 
impossibility of nuisance; and total absence of injury 
to the illuminating power, 
Particulars by addressing R1cHARD LAMING, 118, 
FENCHURCH STREBT, 








PATENT DRY and 











diaphragm of his Dry Meter. 


Manufactory to more extensive Premis 


ADDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks, and every 
description ef Fire Clay Goods. 








PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING, 
VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER HOSE-PIPES, 
WASHERS, PACKING, &c. 


AMES LYNE HANCOCK begs. to 
anuounce a considerable REDUCTION in PRICE 
of his PATENT VULCANIZED INDIARUBBEB 
TUBING. 
VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER AITR-TIGHT 
BAGS, any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible tubes 
attached, and fitted with stop-cocks complete. 
Manufactory and Warehouse, No. 6, Goswell Road, 
Lonpown (E.C.). 


CARTER’S PATENT SAFETY GAS VALVES. 


THOMAS LAMBERT and SON, 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS, 

SuHoRT StreET, New CuT, BLACKFRIARS, LONDON. 
The Bank of England is fitted eatirely with these 

Valves, from the smallest branch to the largest main 


ipe. 
. The following, among numerous testimonials, will be 
found very satisfactory:— 
« The British Gaslight Company’s Office, No. 105, 
Broad Street, Ratcliff, London, June 10, 1846. 

‘Gentlemen,—In reply to your inquiry, I have to 
state that ‘ Carter’s Patent Gas Valve’ has been used 
by this company and by the fitters of the district exten- 
sively for seven years past. 1t was adopted to obviate 
the inconvenience of setting fast, so prevalent with the 
conical metal plug-cocks, and has been found to answer 
the purpose intended. 

“‘T have recommended its use inseveval provincial 
towns with which I am professionaliy ted, and 
have not received any complaint of its having failed in 
any respect of performing satisfactorily all that is 
required of it.—I am, gentlemen, yours respectfully, 

“*GEDDIE PEARSE. 

** Messrs, Lambert and Son, Lambeth.” 


AR and GAS-WATER WANTED.— 
Fc ihcwseenem ag to Messrs. H1LLs and Co., Warsash, 


EB lGHtTon MOOR GAS COALS.— 
Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MATTHEW 
NESBIT, EIGHTON Moor OrFice, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
Tyne. These coals are well known as a, the 
richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River 
Tyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 
works. 








GAS-WORKS ERECTED, ALTERED, VALUED, 
OR LEASED, BY 
GEORGE WALCOTT, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
BEAUMARIS GAS-WORKS, ANGLESEA, 
who has erected twenty Gas-Works during the last 

four years, all of which are giving satisfaction. 
London Office, 24, Avchurch Lane, City. 


WILLIAM STEPHENSON & SON, 


THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
MANUFACTURERS oF EVERY DESCRIPTION oF 
FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES 
Sc. &e. 

LONDON OFFICES: 

7o, XING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 

A leree stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in 
Lonaoz, at the lowest wharf prices, at Messrs. 





| Surist.2 and Co.’s Wharf, 64, Bankside, SouTHWARK. 


| animproved Patent. 








JAMES FEATHERSTONE, 
ENGIN GER, 
Manufaeturer of GASHOLD&RS, IRON BOOFS, and 
every description of Gas Apparatus. | 
ALLIANCE IRON WoRKS, | 
CLAYTON, near MANCHESTER. 








ROBERT MACLAREN & CO, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of ali. sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
General Inonfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Irom Tube Makers. | 


JOHN ROGERSON and CO, 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE anp MIDDLESBRO’- | 
ON-TEES. i 

Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and | 
all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas- Works, 
Fire-Bricks and Clay Retorts. Gas Coals of every | 
description. Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron. | 


A ete Ses Me 


EDWIN DIXON, | 


WOLVERHAMPTON PATENT WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS, | 
Originally established in 1833, 
Manufacturer of Gas and other Tubes, Fittings, and 
articles of every description belonging to Gas, Water, 

or Steam. 

E. D. had the honour of receiving the 
PRIZE MEDAL 

warded to this Manufacture by the COUNCIL of the 
GREAT ENGLISH EXHIBITION of 1851; and from 
the latter date has supplied many towns exclusively 
with GALVANIZED and other Tubes for Gas and 
Water, under GOVERNMENT ENGINEERS, 

A City, containing 150,000 inhabitants, 
has recently been entirely supplied with Tubes made 
at the above-named Works, and several others with 
populations nearly as great; in fact, the reputation 
now acquired induces this notice to the public. 

Large Stocks generally on hand, averaging from 
one to three hundred thousand feet. 
HYDRAULIC PRESS TUBES, 
o resist 6000 lbs. and upwards to the square inch, ex- | 
ensively manufactured. 

STOCK DIES and SCREWING TACKLE, 
of the best possible description. 

Every Tube carefully tested with Hydraulic Pressure 
before leaving the Works. 


OTICE.—Mr. N. DEFRIES, Consult- 
ING GAS ENGINEER, begs to inform gas 
companies and the public, that he is desirous of meeting 
any gentlemen at his WORKS, NEW ROAD, ST. 
PANCRAS, where, under his own superindence of the 
manufacturing department, they will have the fullest 
opportunity of investigating the wany improvements he 
has recently effected in his ROTARY-VALVE DRY 
GAS-METER, by which full security will be afforded 
against leakage and non-registration, even against the 
searching effects of Cannel Coal Gas. The Rotary-Valve 
Meter is warranted to register inflexibly correct at a 
working pressure of half a tenth, and less than a quar- 
er of a foot per hourupona blue light; and a guarantee 
will be given to all gas companies to keep it in repair 
for not less than tive years, free of expense. With this 
meter the gas-supplier may fully depend upon a fair 
return, and the public upon having a just measurer. 

GAS BATHS, GAS COOKING and HEATING 
STOVES, for allclasses. The British Polytechnic Gas- 
fire, &c. Conservatories and Buildings heated by gas, 
and perfect ventilation secured, 

Any gentleman desirous of consulting Mr. Defries 
in especial cases, may meet him either at his office, 
145, Recent STRERT, or at his residence, 5, F1TzROY 
SquaRE, b giving one day’s notice. 

Gas-works erected for private houses, where no gas 
company exists. 











By Her Majesty's Royal Letters Patent. 





IMPROVED WET GAS-METER WORKS, 
7, SNOW HILL, anv 16, WEST STREET, LONDON. 


ESTABLISHED 1836. 


J. MEACOCK begs to call attention to his patent method of securing the Leather 7 
dia Instead of using the soldering iron for this purpose, i 
it is held between two flat Metal Rings, and screwed up sound to a metal frame, as 
shown in the drawing. 


By this improvement the perisling effect of hot tools to leather being avoided, its 
durability must be longer; also, its repair when needful is most simple, as a new 
JeMther diaphragm can be applied by merely unscrewing the old one from the rim aX 
or frame to which it had been screwed up. _ 


Meters of Gas Companies being subject to so much wear and tear, J. M. begs 
leave to_assure those who may honour him with their commands, that nothing 
but the stoutest materials for cases, the hardest gas-resisting metals, and best 
foreign leather for the interiors, will be used, and none but first-class workmen 
employed in their construction. 


Wet Gas-Meters Repaired and Reconstructed with J, Meacock’s Modern 


improvements, 


METERS SENT ON APPROVAL. 





In consequence of the great demand for the above Meters, J. Meacock has found it necessary to remove: his 
es, 16, West Street, Smithfield, where Orders will be executed 


on the shortest notice. 


My 


H 
i 
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TUESDAY, MAY 11, 1858. 


NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 


Every day seems to bring to light additional proofs of the 
mischievous tendencies of the system of empirical legislation 
under which England has recently suffered. Every day, also, 
reveals the necessity for a combined resistance, on the part of 
those who are interested in the prosperity of the country, to 
the extension of the power and influence of the leading advo- 
cates of that system. In London itself the manufacturers 
appear to be awakening from their long apathy, and to be at 
last disposed to make an effort to secure the revision of 
some of the more disgraceful of the recent Statutes. An As- 
sociation has been formed under the name of the “ Manu- 
facturers’ Defence Association,” and under the auspices of 
some of the leading Manufacturers of the Metropolis, for the 
avowed purpose of watching the proceedings of the Legislature 
iri matters likely to affect trade; and most earnestly do we call 
upon all who are likely to benefit by its exertions to support it 
in the arduous struggle it must go through. For years we 
have repeated that ‘as the Central Government possesses a 
well-paid and powerfully-organized staff for the purpose of 
extending its influence, it is the duty of traders to organize 
the means of defending themselves from interference with their 
rights. Had sucha body as the “ Manufacturers’ Defence Asso- 
ciation ” existed before'the Smoke Nuisance Abatement Act had 
been passed, it is possible that that monstrously-absurd insult to 
the common sense of the world would never have been allowed 
to become law; nor would many of the mischievous provisions 
of the Nuisances Removal Act, of the Public Health Act, or of 
the Metropolis Management Act, have been allowed to exist. 
The mischief has been done; it can only be undone bya strong 
pressure upon the Legislature; and now is the best time to apply 
such pressure. We observe that the first appeal against the 
Smoke Nuisance Abatement Act is to be tried on Thursday 
next at Westminster Guildhall. This is the preliminary step in 
a' movement for the alteration of that ridiculous, but tyrannical, 
measure; and most earnestly do we hope that it will not be 


allowed to terminate the agitation which has been commenced 
on the subject. It is hardly likely that the appellant in this 
case can succeed; but the harshness of ‘‘ Lawyer Bodkin ”’ in 
the manner of applying the Act, and the utter recklessness thus 
displayed of the true interests of trade, will do much to con- 
vince the Legislature of the necessity for a revision of its pre- 
vious conduct. Mr. Pontifex, the Curtius of this gulf, will (we 
fear) be again made a victim to the Government attacks, a 
coup de Bodkin, upon trade. It will then be the duty of the 
Manufacturers’ Defence Association to bring the whole subject 
before Parliament; and, as most of its members possess in- 
fluence in their own Parliamentary Districts, they must be 
heard, if they only speak firmly and distinctly. 

The cases of appeal by the parishes near the Minories and 
St. Katherine’s precinct, against the rating of the Local Board 
of Works of Whitechapel, are other illustrations of the conse- 
quences of allowing the clever “‘ dodges” of Sir B. Hall and 
his fellows to defeat the ordinary guarantees of private rights. 
Whilst the disgraceful, bungling Metropolis Local Manage- 
ment Act was still before the Houses of Parliament, we called 
attention to the danger of hasty and unjust legislation which 
must follow from the unprecedented course of passing a mea- 
sure of this description without referring it to a select com- 
mittee. No heed was taken of this warning at the time ; and 
the great industrial companies, to their shame, stood by, in 
silence and indifference, whilst principles of the most serious im- 
port to them were being surreptitiously affirmed. They must 
see the suicidal folly of their conduct now, we should think ; 
and, if they were wise, they ought to make common cause 
with the Manufacturers’ Association alluded to above, in order 
to prevent the recurrence of such evils for the future. 


In one of the cases we allude to, it appears that the ancient 
precinct of St. Katherine has been entirely absorbed in the St. 
Katherine’s Dock ; and that, consequently, the paving, sewer- 
age, watering, and lighting are effected by and at the expense 
of the Dock Company. Yet, by the Act for the better Local 
Management of the Metropolis, this Precinct has been merged 
into the Whitechapel District, and the Local Board of Works 
have not only demanded from the Dock Company a contribu- 
tion for the paving, lighting, &c., of the other parts of the 
District, but they have actually increased the amount of the 
Assessment from (we believe) £17,000 to £70,000! In justice 
such a claim could not, of course, be substantiated; for the 
principle recognized by all the authorities of the Superior 
Courts of Law is that no payments, for the purposes above 
enumerated, should be made where no benefit had been con- 
ferred. But modern Acts of Parliament of the Benthamite 
school, pay no attention to justice or to principle; and we 
should be nowise surprised to find that the Dock Company 
were made to pay for the works required in the Parishes with 
which it is thus forcibly joined. Gas and Water Companies 
would do well to ponder on these things; their turn to be 
plundered will come next, even if it should not already have 
occurred. One good joke, however, about this said rating case 
of Whitechapel is that the late and the present Attorney 
Generals have given opinions on the subject which are precisely 
opposed to one another; so wisely and so well do our law- 
makers express themselves ! 

Very fortunately, Mr. Caird was lately defeated in his at- 
tempt to introduce a compulsory system of returns from agri- 
cultural districts ; oddly enough, too, by the combined opposi- 
tion of Sir G. C. Lewis and of Mr. Henley. We ourselves 
object to the whole of these interferences with private opera- 
tions; and extend our dislike even to the returns of Births, 
Marriages, and Deaths, issued by that very doubtful authority, 
the Registrar-General. Of course, the Agricultural Statistics 
would pass under the same authority ; and as it is notorious 
that the population statistics are utterly unworthy of credit, 
it is not likely that the agricultural ones would be of 
more real use. But we distinctly deny the assertion, 
made virtually by Mr. Caird, that the elaborate returns 
which are issued by the French Government are of any 
real use to the commerce of the country. At best they do but 
serve to enable the State to foresee and to act upon the state of 
the markets; for they cannot be collected and published with 


them. But the whole system turns virtually upon the socialist 
principle that it is the duty of the State to assume the func- 
tions of a visible Providence, not to speak profanely; and the 
startling failure of such a system in France to cope with the 





difficulties entailed by the partial famine of 1847, ought to 
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furnish valuable lessons to those who study the lessons of 
history. Our system of unlimited freedom in trade, our jealous 
exclusion of Government protection, guidance, or intervention, 
may, indeed, at times expose us to small inconveniencies, but 
they exempt us from great revolutions. For when the State 
assumes the duty of providing against the consequences of 
variations in the natural phenomena affecting the supply of 
food to its subjects, it must be held responsible for any conse- 
quent variations in their physical comfort. Be all this as it 
may, there would be manifest injustice in compelling Farmers 
alone to record the conditions of their trade; and, if Mr. 
Caird’s principle were correct, it ought to be extended to all 
branches of industry. The prices of iron and of coal have, in- 
deed, nearly as much social importance as those of corn and 
barley. Society has as much right to require statistics of the 
former as of the latter; but would the mining interests in Par- 
liament consent to their collection? As to what Mr. Caird said 
with respect to the absence of statistical information in Spain and 
Turkey, and to the inference he would evidently draw from 
thence—viz., that it was for this reason that the price of corn 
varied in so strange a manner in those countries, we would ob- 
serve, firstly, that Spain does possess elaborate means of ob- 
taining statistical returns, and that if Mr. Caird would consult 
the Minister “‘ del Fomento,” he could easily obtain them (such 
as they are); secondly, that the real cause of the variations 
of price in those countries is to be found in the utter ab- 
sence of roads in some of the more fertile districts. We our- 
selves have known instances in which famines have raged in 
some valleys in Gallicia, whilst corn has existed in abundance 
in others within 20 miles of the seat of misery. No system of 
agricultural or other returns will, in fact, compensate for the 
lack of private energy and enterprise in a State ; where they do 
exist, they only tend to diminish the feeling of self-dependence 
and of individual responsibility. 

The lessons which might be derived from the events now 
taking place in highly-centralized countries seem indeed to be 
lost on the blind admirers of Government Intervention. If 
Mr. Caird, and they who think with him, would, for instance, 
only dispassionately examine what is taking place in Paris at 
the present moment, they would learn much to shake their 
belief in the principles they now advocate. It is the fashion to 
admire the improvements lately effected in that city, and it 
must be confessed that, both as regards the salubrity and the 
security of the town, much has been done. Barricades are 
now nearly impossible; and air and light have been admitted 
into strange quarters of that strange city. But seriously we 
would ask whether the unnatural system of taxing all France 
for the benefit of the capital be not in itself a germ of ruin and 
misery to the country? Of late years the population of France 
has become nearly stationary, but that of Paris itself has 
markedly increased to the extent of 305,000 in five years, or 
50,000 more than the increase of all France in that period. It 
must be observed, too, that Paris is neither naturally a manu- 
facturing nor a commercial city, and that its existence depends 
almost entirely upon the artificial concentration of Government 
in its walls. The bulk of the people, then, who have lately 
rushed thither, have been tempted so to do by the large sums 
laid out by the State in the improvement and beautification of 
the town; and, once there, they must be supported there. 
Evidently, the Imperial Government feels this necessity pressing 
hard upon it, for it now proposes to lay out some six or seven 
millions sterling more in public works in Paris. But that 
spent, more money and more works must be found; and where 
is the end of all this unnatural process? Our Metropolitan 
Board of Works, thanks to Sir B. Hall’s interference, has done 
little or nothing to improve London; but in the end our 
reliance on local exertions will, we are convinced, be found to 
produce the best results. Indeed, as it is, Paris must lay out 
many millions before it can become as healthy as London ; 
land France must cast aside the centralization we seem so 
absurdly disposed to ape, ere her metropolis can be as secure 
from revolution as our dingy, irregular London is. 

Yet such are the contradictions of human nature that we can 
never walk from St. Martin’s Lane to Holborn, without wish- 
ing for a good despot to sweep down one side of the narrow, 
dirty street we are obliged to follow! On the north side of 
the Thames there are few improvements more needed than 
this one. 

By the way, how does it happen that our vigilant Adminis- 
trative Reformers do not call attention to the practical results 
of the State Manufactures at Enfield and at Woolwich? At 








Enfield it appears that the actual cost of the buildings and 
machinery was about £160,371. 18s. 8d. ; the stores, salaries, 
wages, &c., from 1854 to 1858, had cost the nation £192,211. 
8s. 1ld.; whilst 26,739 rifles had been delivered into store, 
and 10,000 rifles were in a more or less advanced state of 
manufacture. These figures would appear to prove that 
hitherto the Enfield rifles have cost the nation at least £6 or 
£7 each; and we would ask whether this be not more than the 
price of the best Birmingham makers? This, however, is a 
question of comparative cost ; but at Woolwich it appears that 
the fearfully expensive establishment lately created, for casting | 
heavy ordnance, has positively failed in every attempt it has'| 
made to cast a gun. Every piece, without exception, hitherto l} 
tried from this manufactory has proved to be a failure—either | | 
from the ignorance, or the want of skill in those very fine gen- | 
tlemen of the so-called scientific corps. Alas! our Government | 
is no more happy in the selection of its military than it is in 
the selection of its civil scientific advisers, if we may judge from 
the results obtained at Woolwich, from the reports of the vari- |} 
ous engineers consulted by Sir B. Hall in the matter of the Lon- 
don Drainage, or from the votes and proceedings of the House 
of Commons. Really these things are becoming so scandalous 
that it behoves somebody to note them; and the 100 inde- 
pendent Liberals would do well to turn their attention to the; 
matter. 
Just reflect, kind reader, on the fact that the division lists of | 
the House of Commons are nearly as often wrongly added up | 
as rightly ! and that, positively, the ‘‘ votes” stated, on Satur- | 
day, May 1, that “ the main resolution upon the Government | 
of India Rill had been passed,” when, in fact, it had not been | 
put! Who is responsible for this blundering? Was it inten- | 
tional? What respect can be felt for the Legislature which 
tolerates such careless, or such shameful, tampering with its | 
official records? And observe, all this takes place in an age | 
when even Lord Palmerston talks of competitive examinations | 
for situations of landing-waiters, or clerks in the Treasury! |; 
Why the very clerks of the House of Commons cannot “doa , 
sum in addition ! ” |} 
At Newport (Mon.) a rather interesting question has arisen || 











} 


to which the attention of the public must, we fear, be drawn |! 
before justice can be rendered. It appears that the bench of | 
magistrates of that district numbers in its ranks persons con- |} 
nected with the Newport Docks; and that, upon the modern | 
fiction that parties directly interested should have seats in the) 
local administration of rivers and watercourses, the directors of | 
the said Docks have also great influence with the Commis- | 
sioners for preserving the river Usk. As we read the local) 
papers, it would also seem that the owners of the coal-staiths, or | 
landing stages, have from time immemorial swept the refuse! 
from those stages into the river; and that the Dock Company | 
has lately discharged all the mud it has dredged from the inte- | 
rior of the Docks into the tidal portions of the Usk. The) 
owners of the landing stages of course complain of the latter |; 
proceeding, and they have obtained, with difficulty, a first con- || 
viction against the company for the nuisance thus created ; but |; 
they have failed in obtaining anything likean effective prohibition | | 
of the repetition of the offence ; and they have been compelled 
to appeal to the Admiralty. A certain Captain Alldridge has 
been sent to examine the facts of the case; but, as his report 
has not yet appeared, it would be premature for us to do more 
at present than to call public attention to the whole matter. 
We may, however, add that the manner in which Captain 
Alldridge conducted his investigation does not inspire us with 
any confidence in his impartiality or his ability. He seems to 
have devoted one day to hearing the case of the Staith-owners, 
one day to hearing the defence of the Dock authorities, and a) 
third to a personal examination of the River. Now, the tides) 
in the estuaries of the British Channel are singularly compli- 
cated; and we are sure that, unless Captain Alldridge knew 
the district before he began the inquiry, it would be utterly 
impossible to arrive at any conclusions of value within the time 
he allowed himself. We know nothing of the particular spot ; 
but we know that the laws affecting the distribution of alluvial 
matters generally upon these shores are such, that any mud 
cast into the stream must be carried into the higher reaches of 
the river; and we strongly saspect that the navigation of the 
Usk must suffer seriously, both from the proceedings of the 
Staith-owners and from those of the Dock Company. The 
former, however, seem to have a prescriptive easement; the 
latter are creating a new nuisance. 

We hear, also, that in the model town of Alnwick some; 
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serious inconvenience is being felt, in consequence of the de- | 
fective arrangements of the water-works ; and that the sew- | 
erage distribution is here also likely to result in absolute 
failure. Can any of our readers furnish us with detailed in- 
formation on the subject ? 

We have on several occasions drawn attention to the safe 
and lucrative character of investments in foreign gas-works, | 
wherever favourable contracts have been entered into with the 
authorities for securing monopolies during long terms. Thus, 
we find the Anglo-Romano Company has gradually increased 
its dividend to 8 per cent., with a prospect of a further rapid 
increase as the operations of the company become developed. | 
The Seville Gas Company, with a 30 years’ monopoly, has let 
its works on terms which ensure 7 per cent. dividend for six | 
years, and 8 per cent. for nine years longer; and the Paris Gas 
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construed with, and to form part of,” the original Public Health 
Act,) together with the whole of the clause 7, would induce 
ordinary readers to believe that no change was contemplated, 
of the description at least so ostentatiously announced. Clause 
7 actually provides that the consent of the General Board of 
Health, to the exercise of some powers by Local Boards, shall 
still be necessary. Mr. Adderley must either have intended to/ 
deceive, or he must be sadly deficient in mental capacity, to) 
trifle thus with public opinion. 
One of the greatest defects of the empirical legislation of | 

i 

' 





the school of law reformers is to be found in the extreme com- 
plication of the Acts of Parliament passed under their guidance, 
and the constant references to, and incorporations of, parts of | 
other Acts which are to be met with in their favourite mea- | 
sures. The Public Health Bill (1858), as Mr. Adderley’s at-! 


LT TTT 


Company, with a 50 years’ monopoly are issuing their first tempt at law-making ought to be called, is a marked illustra- || 
mortgage bonds to the extent of about one-fourth of their paid- tion of this defect ; and, indeed, it is thereby rendered so ob- 1 | 
up capital, on terms which will pay about 6} per cent. per an-  scure, that we do not believe that the Act, if it ever arrives at} 
num. All these are undertakings of undoubted solidity, and | that stage of existence, could possibly be worked. Local | 
offer the most unquestionable security for the English capitalist. | Boards of Health are usually composed of plain men, shop-|' 
—__—- ---- -- keepers, or small proprietors, able enough to understand any || 
common-sense proposition, or to perform any clearly-defined | 
duty. The Act which is intended to regulate their functions ' 
ought, we think, therefore, to be as plain and as distinct as pos- F 
sible; but the bill lately presented by Mr. Adderley is so far}: 
from attaining this character that the agutest lawyers would be |! a 
puzzled to understand, or to reconcile, the interpretations of |, 
which it is susceptible. Not only is the Public Health Act 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL. 


“ Da chi mi fido, guarda mi Dio,” says the Italian ; and so may | 
the partisans of local self-government truly say, when they re- 
flect upon the treachery of their friends. Office must have 
some strange occult power thus to transform men’s characters, 
or how otherwise can reasonable men account for the conduct 


Bape errreemarre iO as 





of Sir B. Hall, or of Mr. Adderley, who seem striving to out- , 
run one another in the race of Governmental Centralization, 

under the mask of the deservedly popular principle of local 

self-government ? We feared, indeed, that Mr. Adderley’s | 
manceuvres with the title of his Board of Health Bill boded no | 
good; and so it has proved; for his measure, which professes 
to decentralize the action of the old Public Health Act, is in- 
finitely worse than anything which has preceded it. This, 
coming from a constitutional Conservative, may well, we re- | 
peat, justify us in wishing “‘ to be saved from our friends.” 

Consistency is, however, so evidently regarded as “‘ a weak 
virtue ” by modern politicians, that it is hardly necessary to do 
more than to allude to the singular manner in which the Con- 
stitutionalists have again joined the ranks of the advocates for 
the extension of the power and influence of the Central Go- 
vernment. The tendency of the age was supposed, until very | 
lately, to be in the direction of Centralization; and perhaps it 
required a mind of a sterner character than that of Mr. Adder- | 
ley to resist the influences which must have been brought to 
bear upon him, for the sake of retaining the place and pay of | 
those who have so long thriven on the abuses of the Public | 
Health Act. But, even whilst thus accounting for his tergi- | 
versation, we cannot refrain from expressing our bitter regret 
that he should positively have outbidden his predecessors in 
the strange competition going on in high quarters for the de- 
struction of the national character for self-reliance and local 
government. It may be a waste of time thus to recall the past 
principles of his party to the new President of the General 
Board of Health; so we will at once proceed to notice the 
new bill by which he pretends to set to rest the bitter agitation 
created by the board he himself has declared to be unworthy 
of public confidence. 

The new bill starts by saying that it is ‘‘ expedient to amend 
the Public Health Act, 1848;” and Mr. Adderley himself 
stated that its object was the suppression of the Central 
Board. But in clause 3, it is provided that “this Act shall be 
construed together with, and be deemed to form part of, the 
Public Health Act, 1848 ;” whilst in the subsequent part of the 
bill it is proposed to omit, or to alter, some specified clauses of 
the Act. We plead guilty at once to the charge of not under- 
standing the effect of this obscure style of law-making. The 
Act of 1848 must expire this year, if not renewed in some 
shape or other: how then can it—which will not exist in 
December next in all probability—‘form part of this Act ?” 
Is it intended thus to re-enact the Public Health Act? If so, 
what becomes of clause 4 of that measure? It is not specially 
repealed, and yet it is precisely the clause which constitutes 
the General Board of Health. “Indeed, although Mr. Adderley 
said that the object of his bill was to abolish that Board, and 
although provision is made in the bill for the exercise of some 
of the functions of that Board by the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, nothing is to be found which clearly indi- 
cates the intention of so suppressing the Board. On the con- 








trary, the words quoted above, (that ‘this Act is to be | 


| mentary control presumed to be supplied by the necessity for |} 


(1848) to be incorporated, but the Highway Act, the Towns | 
Police Clauses Act, the Towns Improvement Clauses Act, the 
Baths and Washhouses Act, the Markets and Fairs Clauses | 
Act, the Lands Clauses Act, and an indefinite number of Locai |! 
Acts, are also merged in the new bill; all of them must be con- 
sulted by those who are desirous of understanding the rights | 
and powers of the Local Boards of Health ; all of them must be 


| known by those who are exposed to the occasional attacks of 


those frequently partial and prejudiced bodies. Had Mr. Ad- | 
derley designed to create a necessity for the establishment of a | 
costly staff of legal advisers, or a luxuriant crop of litigation, 
he could not have invented a better method than the one which , 
he has adopted. 

It is to be hoped that in the Committee of the whole House | 
of Commons such men as Mr. Ayrton and Mr. J. Locke (who do | 


| know something of English law and of the spirit of the Eng- | 


lish constitution, notwithstanding some occasional freaks on | 


| the score of India Bills and equalization of poor-rates) will rec- | 


tify the errors and inconveniences of the description thus alluded 
to. But unless the public calls their attention to the practical | 
details of the Local Government Bill, it cannot be expected ; 
that even they should be able to appreciate the importance of | 
those details. It appears to us that the interests we habitually | 
seek to defend are menaced by this bill on several occasions; and | 
we shall, therefore, proceed to examine some of the clauses | 
which are the most likely to affect the manufacturers and the 
Gas and Water Companies, simply observing that it is impossible , 
in one article to point out all the defects of this most illogical | 
and mischievous measure. H 


Firstly, if the General Board of Health be really abolished, and | 
the control exercised by that body be simply transferred to the | 
Home Secretary, we cannot perceive the consequent gain to the | 
cause of Local Government. It is simply a change of masters ; | 
and with this objection, that the change will be from King Log | 
to King Stork; for the delays must be greater, and the chances | 
of successful resistance to the extension of the central power | 
less, when Local Boards have to deal with the Home Office, | 
than when they have to deal with a distinct Department of the 


| 
{ 


' 


State. Besides this, the functions of the Secretary of State | 


for the Home Department are ministerial, not judicial, as Mr. | 


Toulmin Smith properly observes; and the attempt to confer |. 


upon him the power of controlling, without any practicable appeal, ‘| 
the proceedings of local authorities, is but an attempt (very |’ 


thinly disguised) to introduce the dangerous principle that! 
‘“‘ municipalities are minors under the guardianship of the! 
State.” But the manner in which the Home Secretary is! 
intended to be enabled to exercise his new powers is even! 
more objectionable than the powers themselves. It is, indeed, |. 
a farce to talk of Local Government when any measure which | 
may be adopted by the local authorities may be set aside by 


| 
that Minister at his own discretion. The shadow of Parlia- 


confirmatory Acts everybody knows to be of no avail against 
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the abuse of official power ; yet, with this exception, there is 
no limit to the interference of the Home Secretary to be dis- 
covered in Mr. Adderley’s Bill. 


Secretary should adopt in conjunction any extreme views upon 


now stands, be no protection whatever for private property in a 
multitude of cases. Thus, clause 9 would enable local boards 
to take lands compulsorily, ‘‘ for the purpose of outfall and 
distribution of sewage,” without their district, upon making 
compensation to be settled in the worst of all possible manners 
—viz., by arbitration. Then, local boards, by clause 10, are 
to be entitled to remove “refuse from premises,” except in 
cases where (we suppose the schoolmaster would have written 
“in which”’) such refuse is used for manure, as may be ap- 
proved by the local board.” Now, the claim of the Worthing 


a clause of this description may open the door to great and 
vexatious interference with trade; and it certainly does 
seem monstrous to submit the manures to be used on land to 
time here to dwell upon the hopeless blundering in the wording 


, clause 12, however, it is proposed to confer such exorbitant 
powers on local boards of health for making by-laws to regu- 





| wade through such vile English, we are compelled to notice the 
| very words of the bill. Thus, local boards are to make by- 
| laws ‘‘ with respect to the level and width of new streets, and 
‘the provisions for the sewerage thereof; with respect to the 
|| structure of walls of new buildings, in reference (sic) to stabi- 
| lity, and the prevention of fires (as though fires originated 


| space in connexion with buildings (how space is to be connec- 
‘ted with a building passes our comprehension), to secure a free 





! 
|| closets, privies, ash-pits, and cesspools in connexion with build- 
|| ings, and to the closing of buildings, or parts of buildings unfit 


o™ 


||for human habitation, and prohibition of their use for that | 
‘habitation ” (sic, we suppose that Mr. Adderley means to say | 


_‘* to the prohibition,” &c.; as the clause stands it would read 
i that the buildings, &c., are unfit for prohibition of their use). 
‘And they may further “‘ provide for the observance of the same 
by enacting such provisions as they think necessary as to the 
| giving of notices, as to the deposit of plans and sections by per- 
| sons intending to lay out streets or to construct buildings,” &c., 
|&c.; with some insignificant provisos in favour of old houses. 





j 
' men of style or of grammar than the whole of this clause 12; 


but, if attention be directed to its spirit rather than to its form, 
it must appear to be radically wrong. Are local boards of 
health competent to make by-laws of the nature thus fore- 
shadowed? Are they fit persons to decide substantially, with- 
‘out appeal, how streets are to be laid out or sewered? for, 


oddly enough, nothing is said about the paving or metalling of | 


the roads and footpaths. Are they able to decide how walls 
ought to be built; or is it desirable to give them the power of 
imaking by-laws ‘ with respect to the ventilation of build- 
ings,” or, in other words, actually to regulate how windows are 
to be opened, or ventilating valves fixed, if they think proper ? 
The only appeal from such by-laws, which may be made to 
_ affect the rights of everybody, lies, we have seen, to the Home 
Secretary, who acts necessarily on imperfect, ex parte evidence, 
and presents none of the guarantees of our constitutional 
| tribunals, 

Clause 18 enacts that the provisions of the Towns Improve- 
ment Act, with respect to the prevention of smoke, are to be 
incorporated in the new bill; but, with a manifest partiality to 
the interests with which Mr. Adderley is supposed to be con- 
nected, it makes an exception in favour “ of the operations re- 
guisite for the coking of coal; the calcining of iron and lime- 
stone ; the making and burning of bricks, earthenware, quarries, 
tiles, or pipes; the ratsing of any mines or minerals (how a 
mine is to be raised we know not); the smelting of iron ores ; 
the refining, puddling, shingling, and rolling of iron or other 
metals ; or to the melting and casting of iron into castings”’ (sic). 
Now, the essence of law ought to be its equality ; and starting 

,from this proposition, we ask why aa exception from the obliga- 


Secondly, if the Local Boards of Health and the Home | 


any detail of municipal organization, there would, as the bill | 


Local Board of Health to consider breeze as refuse, shows that 


of these clauses, or, indeed, generally of that of the whole bill; | 
so we pass over the remainder of clause 10 and to clause 11. In| 


late buildings, that, notwithstanding the repugnance we feel to | 


generally in walls!); with respect to the sufficiency of the | 


| circulation of air, and with respect to the ventilation of build- | 
beni with respect to the drainage of buildings, to water- | 


Mrs. Malaprop, Bilboquet, or Mr. Cowper, themselves, | 
could hardly, indeed, have presented a more disgraceful speci- | 


| tion to prevent smoke should exist in favour of brick or pottery } 
' works, whilst none is made in favour of glass-works? Why is || 
| an exception made in favour of the operations for the calcining 
| of ores and limestone, which evolve the most noxious gases of, 
| perhaps, any operations of trade? Why is an exception ante] 
_in favour of the operations requisite for melting and casting || 





| 
| 


' iron, whilst none is made for those requisite for melting or cast- |, 
| ing lead, silver, or copper? Why is the coking of coal exempt || 
_ from the obligations thus entailed, whilst gas-works are stil] | 
_ liable to them, unless by an extension of the words of the clause | 
gas-works be considered to be included amongst the processes | 
| for the coking of coal? The fact that Mr. Adderley is member | 
for North Staffordshire may explain the care of the iron and/| 
_brick-making interests thus displayed, just as it is currently || 
| reported (with what truth we do not pretend to say) that some | 
persons connected with the smokeless Welsh coal property| 
suggested Lord Palmerston’s London Smoke Nuisance Abate-| 
| ment Act. But is it not monstrous that the Legislature should | 
_ be subjected to suspicions of this kind ? 
It may be worth while observing that the very trades which | 


the approval of local boards of health. It would be a waste of | Mr. Adderley treats with such kindness, are included by’ 


| the French authorities our sanitary empirics are so fond of 
| quoting in the first or most dangerous class of the unhealthy 
trades; and, as such, are by the French laws compelled to be 
established away from crowded localities. | 
Gas Companies would be, perhaps, to some extent, in a better, 
position if Mr. Adderley’s Bill should become law than they are | 
' at present; because it contains no provision to enable local 
| boards of health to construct gas-works. It is, however, im- 
possible to say how the incorporation of the Acts we have above 
cited may affect this question ; and we urge the legal advisers 
of the country gas-works especially, to watch narrowly the 
whole of the direct and indirect tendencies of the measure. 
Water Companies, too, would seem to be protected from some 
of the vexatious interferences to which they were formerly 
liable ; but we suspect that the retention of the old staff of the 
General Board of Health, which will be effected under cover 
of clause 57, will leave these things practically as they are. 
Gas and Water Companies are, however, directly interested in 
keeping down the rates, and it must therefore be to them a’ 
source of anxiety to observe that it is proposed now to make | 
a supply of water compulsory, if it can be furnished for three 
pence per week, and per tenement. Water Companies, more- | 
| over, are likely to suffer directly from the obscurity and the 
| defective nature of the terms of the clauses introduced avowedly 
to protect water rights. Perhaps clause 37 might be construed 
| so as to guarantee them against the contamination of their 
| sources of supply ; but it is not drawn up avowedly with any 
| such object, nor do the terms of the bill necessarily compre- 
| hend every description of such sources. Wells, for instance, | 
| are not alluded to, nor would a system of underground 
| 
| 


| 


drainage, such as that of Rugby, be included, we think, under 
| the terms, “ reservoir, river, or stream, or any feeders of such 
| reservoir, river, or stream, where companies or individuals are | 
entitled for their own benefit to the use of such reservoir, &c.” 
On this matter, too, we would beg to remind our readers that 
the Crown lawyers of late appear to hold that statutable pro- 
tection only applies to property having parliamentary titles, as | 
in the case of the Dover Gas and Water Company. It be-': 
hoves, therefore, all who are connected with the provincial 
water-works which are not so officially protected, seriously to 
examine the position in which they may be placed. Landed 
| proprietors also would do well to examine what their future 
position may be; for it is worthy of remark that no provision 
is made for the protection of fisheries, or of any ornamental 
water rights, so to speak. Under the best circumstances, the | 
amount of compensation for damage inflicted is now coolly pro- 
posed to be settled by arbitration ! 
These are a few of the objections to be made to the Conser- 
vative Local Government Bill. We may return to the subject. 


Circular to Gas Compantes. | 


Tue difficulties to be encountered by any body of speculators 
who undertake the supply of an article at an unremunerating , 
price were painfully apparent at the last half-yearly meeting of | 
the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company. On this occa- | 
sion the official announcement was made to the bewildered 
shareholders of the award of the arbitrators in the matters in 
dispute with their late contractor; and they were further in-| 


formed that, in consequence of the charges thus thrown on) 
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that the dividend has been reduced to 3 per cent. per annum, 
and that it has become necessary to provide funds for carrying 
on the undertaking by the sale of 1600 additional £10 shares. 
We have published, in a supplement, a full report of the proceed- 
ings of the meeting,and the laboured statement previously circu- 
lated, in which the directors strive hard to attribute the present 
disastrous position of the company’s affairs to Mr. Croll and, 
in some degree, to the incompetency of the arbitrators. It ap- 
pears, however, from their own showing, that the total amount 


chairman consented, is only about £7000, the payment of 
\which being spread over several years cannot wholly explain 
| such a reduction of the dividend or the urgent necessity for 
the disposal of reserved shares to the extent proposed. The 


‘chairman, in his speech at the meeting, exhibited a more bitter 





' abuse the arbitrators separately and by name, not excepting 


the gentlemen who were selected by the directors to act on 
‘their behalf; and he went so far as to say that it was only in 


‘consequence of the untiring exertions of the company’s counsel 
| 





|| had not been awarded to him. The inference to be drawn from 
|/such assertions is, that the arbitrators were either prejudiced or 
| 
| 


\incompetent; but, as one of them was appointed by the direc- 


| ‘ ‘ea ° 
sent, the notion of prejudice or incompetency, as regards those 


|| two, is incopgruously absurd, and we have good reason for know- 


, ing that the directors entertain a high opinion of the competency | 


| of the third member of the tribunal. It was necessary, however, 
|, to find some excuse for the position in which the affairs of the 
'|'company have been placed, now that the directors have been 
|| obliged to balance accounts with their late contractor; and to 
have admitted the justice of the award would have been to 
|, allow that Mr. Croll’s claims were to that extent well founded, 
,,and would have contradicted previous declarations that there 
|;was no foundation for them whatever. The chairman was 
||thus forced, for the sake of maintaining the consistency of his 
| former statements, to make an attack on the arbitrators, which 
|it may be assumed his sense of propriety, good taste, and cor- 
||rect feeling would otherwise have prevented. On Mr. Croll, 
_, however, the vials of his wrath were principally poured. It is 
|| not our province to defend that gentleman, who has promised 
|;to reply to the charges made against him, but it may be ob- 
'| served that the award justifies a large portion of his claims. 
_, With his reasons for not having formally preferred them before 
'|we have nothing to do. In his evidence he stated that he had 
|| been requested to defer them till a more convenient time, and 
that his claims were well known to the directors; but in this 
| he was contradicted ; and it was the most painful part of the 
‘recent inquiry to see gentlemen, whose positions in society 
_ Should have placed them above the suspicion of wilful false- 
hood, fiatly contradicting one another on points respecting 
|| which it might be assumed there could be no forgetfulness or 
|| mistake. 

i| The attack on the late contractor cannot do the company’s 
|| affairs any good, for the award must be paid; nor do we see 
how it could, if substantiated, improve the position of the 
idirectors, whilst it exhibits exuberance of spleen and no 
'/small amount of bad taste. Its object manifestly was to divert 
i the anger of the shareholders from the directors to Mr. Croll, 
and it seemed to answer its purpose, for the promoter of the 
company ——to whom they are mainly indebted for their 
| existence and for such prosperity as they have attained, 
ithe services he had rendered—was on this occasion denied a 
j hearing, whilst the directors were permitted to give their ver- 
sion of the transactions without interruption. 





which this state of the Great Central Gas Consumers’ affairs 
| presents for observation—the moral of the company’s rise, pro- 
gress, and retrocession—is, that 4s. gas of good illuminating 
quality cannot be supplied in the City of Loudon with reason- 
able profit. That opinion we asserted and have maintained in 
despite of the Great Central’s dividends of 8, and occasionally of 
10 per'cent.; and in despite, also, of the brilliant pictures of the 
future prospects of the company with which the chairman was 
accustomed to charm the shareholders at their half-yearly 
meetings. We never, indeed, denied that if the directors could 
procure a supply of gas at 1s. 44d. per 1000 feet, delivered in 
the gasholder, or at 1s. 9d_, delivered at the consumers’ meters, 











who had been again and again greeted with acclamations for | 


| The main point, however, so far as the public are concerned, | 
| 


{ 
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the company, the reserve-fund has been completely absorbed, | 


the company are required to pay, beyond that to which the | 


| feeling than is manifest in the report, and he did not scruple to | 


and solicitor that a much larger portion of Mr. Croll’s claims | 


. | 
tors themselves, and the umpire was selected by mutual con- | 
s 


filled according to the terms mentioned, it must be to the loss 
! . . 
of the contractors; and there must, consequently, ensue dis- 
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they might derive ample profit from its distributionat 4s.; butwe 
questioned the possibility of a continued supply at these rates, 
and time has proved the correctness of that opinion. The 
losses experienced by Mr. Croll by making gas at Is. 4}d. 
soon induced the dissatisfaction and grumbling alluded to by 
Mr. Dakin. When, by a subsequent arrangement, he obtained 


Is. 9d. for the same gas delivered at the consumers’ houses, 
things went on more pleasantly for a time, until he undertook 
to increase the illuminating power, leaving the corresponding 
increased remuneration dependent on a dividend of 10 per 
cent.; then losses were again incurred, the dissatisfaction and 
grumbling were renewed, and, finally, the contract was termi- 
nated with disputes which rendered an appeal to the law ne- 
cessary. Assuming Mr. Croll to have received the £18,000 
_which he calculated to be the amount due for additional illu- 








| minating power, and the £11,000 estimated by him to be due 
for the ‘‘ misappropriation” of gas beyond the ordinary leak- 
age—on which, it would appear, he relied to make up his anti- 
| cipated profits—the dividends of the company during the last 
four years of his contract would have been less than 4 per cent., 
even in the absence of the usual allowance for wear and tear. 
The skill and experience of Mr. Croll have been so often 
lauded by the directors in their previous reports to the share- 
holders, that they cannot now say it was owing to mismanage- 
ment that he suffered losses instead of deriving profit from his 
contract ; and if he, with his acknowledged experience in gas- 
making, found Is. 9d. a losing price, it cannot be expected 
that his successors, who are altogether mexperienced in the 
manufacture, will find it otherwise. Therefore, notwithstand- 
_ing the gratulatory announcement of the conditions of the new 
contract, by which, as the chairman said, ‘‘ all elements of un- 
certainty and dispute are removed,” it is evident that, if ful- 


satisfaction and grumbling, with their attendant consequences, 
from the effects of which, in the case of the former contractor, 
the company is now suffering. 





The plan of contracting for the supply of gas has been 
uniformly dencanced by us, and was condemned by several 
speakers at the late meeting. If the contract be on such terms 
as to yield a profit, the money so gained ought to go into the), 
pockets of the proprietors; and it is irrational to expect that 
any contractor will continue to supply gas unless he derives 
some advantage. The proper and the only way of avoiding 
a recurrence of the difficulties in which the company are now}! 
involved is for them to undertake the manufacture of their own 
gas; and then, when the middle-man who prevents the share- 
holders from seeing the real condition of their affairs is re- 
moved, it will be manifest that a dividend of § per cent. 
is incompatible with the supply of gas at the present rate. 
Another seven years may be spent in solving this problem; 
but, as the matter now stands, experience has proved that, 
under the most favourable circumstances, 4s. per 1000 feet 
will not yield a fair remuneration to those whose capital has. 
been embarked in any metropolitan gas-work. 

The gas companies of the metropolis have adopted the course | 
which we suggested would be the most fitting one under the!) 
circumsiances of the agitation against the districting arrange- |! 
ments. They have courted the inquiry into the conditions of 
the gas supply, to which we felt assured they would not object ; 
and for this purpose, and also to remove the impressions that || 
might have been made by the erroneous statements of the de- |! 
legates from the metropolitan parishes, a deputation from eleven | 





out of the thirteen gas companies obtained an interview with || 
the Hom: Secretary last week. Their case was very clearly 1 
stated hy Mr. Russell, the chairman of the Western Company, 
who, on behalf of the gas companies, expressed their willing- li 
ness to be placed under the restrictions of the Gas-Works| 
Clauses Act, and to agree to any other reasonable conditions }| 
that might be considered beneficial to the consumers. He} 
pointed out the advantages gained by the public, as weil as by| 
the gas companies, from the districting arrangements, which | 
tend to lessen the inconvenience arising from the disturbance | 
of the pavement, to diminish the leakage, and, by introducing a 
system of economy in the distribution, to reduce the price n=) 
stead of to increase it; experience having proved that it is the| 
soundest commercial policy to supply the public with good gas 
at the lowest remunerative price. Mr. Russell demonstrated 

that the consumers have no substantial grievances to complain |} 


j 


. - . : | 
of, and that there is no ground for the apprehensions on whicti | 


the agitation has been founded ; nevertheless, he said the gas 
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‘integrity of their conduct, that they not only did not fear, but 
‘they courted inquiry, provided it was entrusted to a fair and 
dispassionate committee. We are glad that they have come 
boldly forward and taken the bull by the horns, for by acting 
thus promptly and openly they have placed themselves on 
vantage ground, and have done much towards correcting the 
misrepresentations of the agitators, and removing the preju- 
dices that have been excited. 

The immediate effect of the course adopted by the gas com- 


committee of inquiry, which might otherwise have been delayed 





remedies, consulted their parliamentary representatives, had 
|again laid their case before the Home Secretary, and had per- 
‘suaded him ‘‘to mention the matter to Lord Derby.” A 
''motion for the appointment of the committee was made by 
| Mr. Byng, on Friday last ; it was seconded by Mr. Russell, on 
}, the understanding that it was to be a fair and dispassionate 
: inquiry; and the members are to be named forthwith. There 
{|is little reason to fear, as the matter now stands, that the in- 
‘ terests of the gas companies will be endangered ; and if a fair 
: and full investigation be made into the circumstances of the gas 
' supply of the metropolis, we have little doubt it will prove of 
' great advantage, and will place the gas companies in a higher 
'' position than they at present hold in public estimation. 
The delegates in the meanwhile have been rather tardy in 
/executing the task imposed on them by Mr. Walpole. They 
|assembled, two days after the deputation from the gas com- 
;| panies had waited on the right honourable gentleman, for the 
purpose of drawing up suggestions to be laid before their repre- 
| sentatives in Parliament, and a list of propositions specifying 
all the objects to be attained was submitted by their chairman 
. for the approbation of the meeting. The seven propositions 
‘which the list contained may be taken to comprise the entire 
requirements of the gas consumers of London, with the granting 
.,0f which they would be fully satisfied ; and yet they are, with 
|| one or two trifling exceptions, already in possession of all, and 
of more than all, that they seek to obtain. The illuminating 
power of the gas generally supplied by the gas companies of 
London is now actually higher than that named as the summum 
bonum they desires the pressure is greater, and the price is in 
most eases the same, and in some instances less. The whole 
|object of the agitation which has been excited among the gas 
‘|eonsumers of the metropolis, when it comes to be specified, 
‘resolves itself into a want of meter inspectors and chemical 
.referees, to be paid by the gas companies! Never was there 
‘'a more complete exemplification of parturiunt montes, nascitur 
''vidiculus mus; and when the delegates present their grand 
scheme for the redress of all their grievanees, they will ex- 
perience considerable danger of being laughed out of the 
committee-room. The learned Doctor who has boasted that 
i he knows something about gas, endeavoured to spice his inane 
‘suggestions of present wants with a prediction that, in the 
‘course of time, gas will become merely a residuary product, 
and that it could and ought to be supplied at a much cheaper 
‘rate; but he did not venture to introduce that suggestion 
into the list of requirements to be presented to Parliament. 
' As if to render the proceedings of the assembled delegates 
:/ more fatuous, Mr. Hughes, the author of a ‘‘ Treatise on Gas 
and Water-Works,” made a display of his ignorance by enter- 
ing the field of statistics, and he read to the meeting a list of 
,, What professed to be the prices and the illuminating power of 
|;gas in various towns in the kingdom; but it requires only a 
; glance at the figures to see that his gas statistics are as little to 
be relied on as his previous statement, that the lighting of the 
| public lamps is the most profitable part of the business of gas 
|! companies. 
(| We presume that, as the committee for inquiry into the gas 
‘| supply of the metropolis has been agreed upon, the delegates will 
|/not require a further interview with the Home Secretary to in- 
|, duce him to mention the matter to Lord Derby. They must 
+ reserve all their strength for the committee of the House of 
/Commons, and as their wants, now that they have been dis- 
tinctly specified, are so few and so small, there can be little 
‘doubt they will be satisfied. There can also he little doubt 
‘that when their grievances and their wants come to be investi- 
,, gated, the committee and the public will be of opinion that the 
‘mighty movement by which the metropolitan parishes have 
been agitated is but a new act in the drama of ‘‘ Much Ado 
bout Nothing.” 





} 
} 
H 


companies were so confident of establishing the honesty and 


panies will be the appointment, without further delay, of the | 


until the delegates had defined their grievances, specified their | 


| 
| 


We learn from a circular which has just been issued by Mr. 
Croll that the partnership heretofore existing between him and | 
Mr. Thomas Glover was dissolved on the 25th of March last, 
and that the manufacture of his meters will henceforward be | 
carried on by himself and Mr. George Rait, under the firm of | 
Croll, Rait, and Co. The circular further mentions that some | 
improvements have been recently introduced in the valves of 
these meters, whereby the only objection which has been raised || 
against their general use is effectually removed. 











Correspondence. 
THE NEW CONTRACT 


OF 

THE GREAT CENTRAL COMPANY. | 
Srr,—Circumstances have made me an attentive observer of all | 
matters connected with the Great Central Gas Company, as far as, 
they can be gleaned from the published accounts of that company’s | 
proceedings. 1] 
At the general meeting on Friday last, in answer to a sugges- || 
tion that the directors should take the manufacturing department | 
into their own hands, a director stated that they coll not hope to || 
succeed better than other companies, that other companies acknow- | 
ledged they could not make gas at 1s. 43d. per 1000, and that the’ 
base of the shareholders’ hope was a contractor’s undertaking 
that task. | 
On examining the balance-sheets for the past year, I find the, 
following tigures :— 


Cost of Gas. Rental. | 
Half year ending Midsummer...... £13,725 ...... £29,511 | 
Half year ending Christmas ...... 13,124 ...... 26,207 | 


It would appear from the above that during the first half year, 
while paying Mr. Croll at the rate of 1s. 9d. per 1000, the cost of 
| every £100 rental was £46. 10s.; and that, under the new con- | 
tract of 1s. 44d. per 1000, the cost of every £100 rental was £50; 
and this is irrespective of the sum of £4646, described as extra 
expense of making gas in the last half year, and which, if in- 
cluded in the calculation, would bring the cost of the £100 rental | 
to £67. 15s. Surely it is time that this farce should end. 

May 3, 1858, A SvBScRIBER. 


[The inferences to be drawn from the figures quoted by our cor- 
respondent are, that 43d. per 1000 feet does not cover the cost of || 
the gas lost on its passage from the gasholders to the consumer's || 
meter; and that, in this respect, the new contract is less advan- 
tageous than the last.—Eb. J. G. L.] 








Regtster of New Patents. 


2587.—FennELL Herpert ALLMAN, C.E., of Mornington Place, Regent’s 
Park, London, for ‘“‘ Certain improvements in the construction of valves 
and taps.” Patent dated Oct. 9, 1857. 

The claim is for— 

The use of a concave fluid-proof chamber, forming a fluid-proof enve- |; 
lope, the said chamber or envelope containing the whole or a portion of 
the parts of the tap by which the tap is opened or shut. It is evident 
that the joints may be variously placed, according to form of tap, by 
which, in this construction of chamber, the patentee is enabled to make 
taps of various forms and large and open fluid-way, which cannot be ob- 
tained in the taps hitherto made with fluid-proof material. The bottom 
of the chamber is preferred to be soled with strong material of thick 
rubber, leather, or canvass. The form of chamber may be continually 
varied, taking care that a continuous fluid-proof envelope be obtained be- 
tween the joints specified. The sole or bottom of chamber may have a 
hole iz the centre. 

Also, the use of corrugated chamber in taps. 

Also, the making of the bodies of the taps of china, earthenware, glass, 
or other strony vitreous material or metal, lined or coated with enamel or 
vitreous material, to prevent oxidation ; the form of the parts and action 
of the tap would be the same as those described. 

Also, making the part of taps of these said materials either vitreous or 
vitreous and metallic, in conjunction with the fluid-proof materials herein 
set forth. 








PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 
HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 

833.—Evcine Francois Sans, engineer, of Epernay (Marne), France, 
for “ Apparatus serving to measure upon a large scale the smallest pressions 
of any fluid matters.” April 17, 1858, 

853.—James Howorrn, of Tamworth, Lancaster, tinplate worker, for 
“* Improved apparatus to facilitate the discharge of smoke and prevent its 
return, which said apparatus is also applicable for the ventilation of build- 
ings.’ April 19, 1858, : 

866.—Joun Baptist Smiru, of Hockley, near Birmingham, agent, for 
“* Improvements in adjusting the position of pendent and other lamps.” 
April 20, 1858. 

874.—James Copcutt, of 50, St. John Street, Clerkenwell, London, for 
“* Improvements in the manufacture of gas, and in the apparatus employed 
therein.” April 21, 1858. 

882.—Samuet CieEcG, of Dover Cottage, Putney, Surrey, for “ Improve- 
ments in gas-meters.”’ April 22, 1858. 

, 892 —Joun Bracu Panppon, of Gray’s Inn Road, London, engineer, for 

“An improvement in gas regulators.” April 22, 1858. 
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INVENTION PROTECTED FOR SIX MONTHS BY THE 
DEPOSIT OF A COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 
930.—James Henry Bennett, engineer, 8, Vamburgh Place, Leith, for 
An improved arrangement of safety-valves for steam, gas, or any aeri- 

Sorm or liquid body.” April 27, 1858. 





NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 
WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 
3136.—Wii11aAM Basrorp, of 15, Lowther Cottages, Liverpool Road, 

London, engineer, for ** Improvements in the manufacture of gas and in 
retorts and other apparatus to be used therein.” Dec. 21, 1857. 
| 3178. —THomas Spencer, analytical consulting chemist, of 21, Southamp- 
| ton Place, or as recently designated, No. 192, Euston Road, London, 














and the surplus water that remained, after supplying the mills, was to be | 


made available by the company. There is some objection made by the in- | 
habitants of Bury to the bringing of that water down to the Black Carr, 
reservoir, which is the principal ground of the present opposition; but it , 
will be admitted on all hands, and by gentlemen who have had considerable | 
experience, that the best plan that this water-works company can adopt! 
is to separate the water at the source, prevent any impure water entering | 
the mainsand so getting into the reservoir—from which the whole district is } 
to draw its supply —rather than filter, which, we say, would canse a wasteful | 
and useless expeuse, and be of no greater benefit to the inhabitants of | 
Bury. The allegations in the petition which point to the state of things, 
arising out of this imperfect state of the works, and the inability of the 
company to provide by the Black Carr reservoir a supply of water of such | 
a kind as is necessary, I think are a worthy of notice. As regards | 
the present supply, which is so obtained, partly from the Black Carr 


| for “‘ Improvements in the purification of illuminating or lighting gas.” | reservoir, and aiso from the surplus water of the Holdenwood reservoir, | i 
H Dec, 29, 1857. 4 E ' it is generally good; but sometimes, when the weather is bad, and occa- 4 
156.—Joun Henry Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, and | sionally in cases of floods, the water which comes from these places becomes FE 
| 166, Buchanan Street, Glasgow, for “‘ Improvements in the manufacture | turbid. It is unnecessary to go into the details of that question, because it | : 
of metal pipes, and in the apparatus employed therein.” Jan. 28, 1858. will be found that it becomes perfectly settled in a day or so; and I admit | 
421.—Witu1aM Scosiz, foreman of gas-works, Bow Common Lane, | it is not so good now as it will be when these works come to be made. | 
Mile End, London, for “Arranging the retorts, furnaces, flues, communi-’ | We are met by two petitions, but we say this is a bill of the most ordinary | 
cations, and connexions for the more economical manufacture of gas, and | nn saga pd ae et satisfied = ‘the company ices ee fae vad , 
by which arrangement the generative heat may be obtained from either coal, | en se § isco ag ay ter a the a a betecetbncnss a “a ile he a 
ke, tar, or other similar eae Raat ” March 3, 1858 | plete t 1ese WOrKS an give the town of Bury and the surrounding districts 
~~ . , — DAs | a supply of as pure and wholesome water as was ever seen or drunk One | 
678.—Wiu1am Oxprietp, of Skipton, in the co. of York, optician, and | o¢ the allegations is, that we were authorized to supply the town of Bury 
Tuomas Ocpen Dixon, of Steeton, in the same co., manufacturer, for | within a certain limit, but that that has been extended, and a large sum of | 
“ Improvements in gas-burners.” March 30, 1858. | money has been expended in supplying places beyond the district of Bury | 
“ ———— | which we were never authorized todo. I say that is carrying out the very | 
object of the Act. Then they say that the Act of 1853 contains certain} 
Parliamentary Entelligence plans for filter-beds, but none of such intended filter-beds have been con- | ; 
. structed, and the company do not mean to construct them. I dwell upon ; 
Rape rnand = j that, because it appears to me that the Improvement Commissioners (for | ) 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. | whom Mr. Gregory appears) seem to consider that filtration is everything, | ; 
Fripay, May 7. | and must take place everywhere. There is nodoubt that filtration, in some | : 
SUPPLY OF GAS IN THE METROPOLIS. | cases, is a very good thing, but here it would cause an unnecessary expense. 
Mr. Byrne rose to move for a select committee to inquire and report upon | Prevention is better than cure: and you will find, although the company 
| the existing arrangements for the supply of gas to the metropolis. He said | have the power to make them, it would be a most prejudicial thing for them | 
about three weeks or a fortnight ago he accompanied a deputation to the | to do where there is no necessity for it. We belicve that the different town- f 
Home Office, from the inhabitants of many parishes in London, who repre- | ships and places will havea better supply of water, of a better kind, by sepa-| Y 
sented that they were subject to what they considered a monopoly on the | rating it at its source, and providing drains or side culverts, which, when- | j 
= some of the gas companies. The Home Secretary, after courteously | ever the water is turbid, it may be turned into, and not, at all events, go| i 
earing the statements of the deputation, expressed his belief that it had | into the reservoir. There is another class of impurity besides that of the 
made out a prima facie case. Subsequently the Home Secretary received a | water becoming turbid after heavy rains, which is most troublesome and 1 
deputation from the metropolitan gas companies, by whom, as he understood, | common in this district, namely. that arising from vegetable matter becoming | 
no objection was made to the appointment of a committee, provided it was | mixed with the water. ‘The committee, no doubt, are aware that that is au 
a fair one. The consumers complained that the gas companies had divided | impurity which filtration cannot remove. When you have impure matter | ; 
the metropolis among themselves into districts in such a way as to make | jn solution, the only way you can get rid of it is by some chemical means, | i 
a complete monopoly, They complained also of the hardship of Incoming | aud not by mere filtration, which is nothing more than allowing the water | 
tenants being refused a supply of gas, unless they paid arrears which might | to pass through beds of gravel or find sand. They intend to deal with the 
have been left by previous occupants; likewise of the quality of the gas, and, | water which becomes impure from heavy rains the same as matter in solu- j 
generally speaking, of being totally at the mercy of the gas companies in | tion. They have contended, and have been advised, that that is the proper | i 


regard to the supply of that article. On these grounds he moved the ap- 
pointment of a committee to inquire into and report on the existing ar- 
rangements with regard to the supply of gas in the metropolis. 

Mr. WALPoLe said a deputation from the parishes referred to by the 
honourable member had waited on him and made such statements as led 
him to believe they had a primd facie case of complaint against the gas 
companies of the metropolis. A deputation from the gas companies also 


























course to adopt, and it will only be causing an unnecessary laying out of | 
their money if you insist on fiitration when they are already, under the, 
compulsory powers of the Water-Works Clauses Act, bound to furnish pure | 
and wholesome water. Iam sure the committee will be satisfied that those 
inhabitants who opposed the bill, or those who advised them, are entirely | 
mistaken. If my learned friend succeeds, he will make this a precedent. ! 
I do not think—and I am well founded in_that opinion—that compulsory | 








waited on him and stated their case very fairly, expressing their perfect | filtration exists except in the metropolis. You will hear from the witnesses | 
willingness to meet any inquiry that might be instituted before a committee. | that there are cases in which persons have these filter-beds where they ‘ 
a nee he a, a — be — ee | thought they were necessary, and do not use them. This company takes 
a ittee, he assured the deputation that no efiort woul want- | care beforehand to prevent it becoming impure, and docs not wait until the , 
ing on his part to insure a satisfactory investigation. (Hear.) mischief is done. ‘They have taken means to prevent this impurity, and [| 
PR... acer an po hype gas a eens that they cor- | do assure this honourable committee that the town of Bury, when these 
‘ eo b int of a committee. ear. water-works are completed, will be as well supplied with water as any part | 
After a short conversation, : | of the kingdom. ‘The petitioners go on to say that the supply of the town | 
The motion for the appointment of a committee was agreed to. ; of Bury has been sometimes and in some respects defective. No doubt it i 
- -—— | has, or there would have been no necessity for the Act of 1853 There is | 
BURY AND RADCLIFFE WATER BILL only one other allegation which it is necessary to trouble you with, which | i 
THURSDAY, ec ta F = ‘ Lng oy pow that nD a we be ig oy to pay the | ni 
(Group B.—Before Mr. Jonn James Hore Jomnsroye, chairman, and | OCT S oe eae a money propos frend mtg agree nng ote 4 
Messrs. DENT, Dopson, Viscount IncEsrre, and Mr. WEsTERN.) ordinary allegation. The person who prepared this petition thought he was | i 
Mr. Wesster, in opening the case on behalf of the promoters, said: I | Preparing a petition against a company who was to supply water to this | 
appear for the promoters of this bill, which is nothing more than a money- | district, compulsorily. Isay this is a private company, and such an alle- 
bill, with the exception of one or two clauses at the end for the purpose of | gation is wholly inapplicable. You will find that it is a matter of fact that | i 
recovering water-rates, or what may be otherwise called rents. As there | the inhabitants of Bury only take what water they like, and pay for that ] 
are two petitions avsinst it. for one of which Mr, Wheeler appears I wil] | 224 no more. The other petition states that, “at some time previous to, ; 
give a brief outline ‘of the previous legislation that has taken place. The | #ud until the amalgamation of, the water-works companies, your petitioners i 
first Act was passed in the session of Parliament held in the year 1838: and | Were supplied by the Bury Water-Works then in existence with water at a j 
after that there was an Act passed in 1846 which repealed the ecicae Mak much lower rate; and large sums of money have been expended in order to i 
and conferred further powers on the company for whom I appear. The | Supply places beyond which the Bury Company were authorized to supply ha 
supply of water, which was supposed to be sufficient at the time of the | PY the Act.” What is the meaning of that Ido not know. By the Act we z 
passing of the first Act, was found to be wholly insufficient in 1846; and, in | Were authorized to supply a larger district, and we have taken the best ‘ 
the beginning of 1853, or the autumn of 1852; the district of Bury and the | ™¢2ns to supply that district. If we had not done so, we should not have i 
surrounding districts requiring a better supply of water, two schemes were fulfilled our duties. There is one thing which may have misled the parties i 
brought forward, one by the existing company, and another by what is who prepared this petition, which is, that there was a difference made in i 
called the Irwell Valley Company, both having "the same object in view. the scale; the old scale went by 10, 15, or 20, and the new scale was rather yl 
They, of course, being before Parliament at the same time, appeared as different. That is a thing which my learned friend may have something to 2 
rival ‘schemes, and, I think very prudently, agreed to amalgamate. The | S*Y Po”. The petitioners go on to say that the inhabitants of Bury ought | 
result of that was, that in the year 1853 the existing Act was passed in- to be supplied at a lower rate than those who happen to live a mile or two i 
corporating the Bury Water Works Company, and authorizing them to con- off. I trust that we shall hear some explanation of that. It would come 
struct certain works for the purpose of supplying the following districts; | © this—that these other districts ought to pay for the people of Bury. As 
Musbury, Tottington Higher End, Walmersley and Shuttleworth, Rams- eS a eee as watering the streets, which is 
bottom, Tottington Lower End, Elton, and Bury in the parish of Bury, the only thing which the commissioners have to do with, that was settled by 
Little Lever in the parish of Bolton-le-Moors, the township and parish of | *Steement in 1853; and that agreement has been distinctly adhered to. 
Radcliffe, Radcliffe Bridge, Whitefield, Pelkington, and Prestwich in the As far as regards private purposes, you will find that the inhabitants of f 
parish of Prestwich-cum-Oldham—all in Lancashire. Shortly after the Act Bury are getting w ater cheaper than ever they did. They go on to say E 
' was passed they proceeded to exercise their powers, bought land, and, in that it is particularly a for the owners of small cottages that are let to 
t, commenced their works. By some accident which took place, their weekly tenants, and the annual rent of which does not exceed £10, to pay 
works are still incomplete, in consequence of which the company was put | te se ny ed | > tenants, although some may not be occupied for a i 
to very considerable expense—more than was anticipated; and hence the — rake : “h 0 — rhese gentlemen are attempting to repeal the 
necessity of coming to Parliament for more money. The whole capital of aw of the land. You wi recollect that the company are bound to do this 
H the old company that was purchased was £62,664, and for the estimate of by the W ater-W orks Clauses Act, and I think that is a most wholesome 
? the works £40,000. The accident that occurred was the falling in of the and admirable provision. 1] apprehend it will be for my learned friend to 
; embankment of the Calf Hey reservoir, which reservoir was intended to | ™%ke a strong case to show that he has any ground to object to that. The 
supply - aw districts; and if that was found at any time to be in- | 19th clause says that, unless the water for the town of Bury is filtered, the 4 
sutheient, then they were to take water from the Holdenwood reservoir, ' rates and charges for the supply ought to be reduced. As I said before, i 
See xs : —— a aoe neers ie aa 
j 
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| the filter-beds are totally unnecessary, and T think my friend will have | below a certain reservoir, which, if they had done so, would have stopped 
I will now call some witnesses, 


some trouble to make out a case for tiat. 
and we shall see what my learned friend has to say. 

Mr. John George Thomas Child, examined by Mr. Werstanr. 

I am the secretary of the Water-Works C i 

Acts referred to. Under the first Act of Pu: 


| 
! 





rf 
| 


| 
| 
| of about £10,500; that made the total sum borrowed £20,500. 
| to the Act of 1853, an arrangement had been made for buying up this com- 
|pany. The resu legislation of 1853 wus that there was a new com- 

pany formed. 2666 shares in the old company, representing 2 

capital of £43,959. Those shares 
| Bury Water-Wor 


| leaving £40,000 as 











the ordinary capital of the company. The whole of tl 
|| ordinary capital has been subscribed and paid up, except a small sum owi 
j/on calls in arrear; and the company now owe on mortgage £18,000, 
| | thereabouts In addition to that, we have raised £10,000 by the creation 
|| of 1000 shares of £10 each. From my acquaintance with the state of t 







ce 
'| works, I think it is necessary that the company should have more money, 
||in order to complete their works. In the years 1850, 1851, and 1852, the 
|, Supply of water was insufficient to meet the demand. In May, 1852, we 
|, were obliged to stop the supply from the railway company. emb 
the circumstance of two schemes being introduced in the autumn of 1852. 

rhe new scheme was called the Irwell Valley scheme, and the other the 
|Old Bury Water-Works Company. They were amalgamated under the 
||present Act. Since the obtaining of that Act, we have been enabled to 
|| supply places with water that we could not before. We have received some 
| water from the Holdenwood reservoir under the powers of the Act of 1853, 
and that water was brought into the reservoir at Black Carr. At present 
| the Black Carr reservoir is the only one that we depend upon. 1 think 
|| there is a reservoir in the Shuttleworth district, which is employed in sup- 
|| plying Ramsbottom. We get some water from that. Our sources are from 
the Black Carr district, the surplus, from the Shuttleworth rvoir, and 
| also the surplus from the Holdenwood reservoir. The total expenditure 


jhas been £101,096. 2s. 64d. That is, of the old and new company. In the 




















|tive; but we have, notwithstanding, been able to pay the preference shares 
rey dividend on the ordinary stock. The charge for 1000 gallons of water 
|is 4d. 
|charging, as compared with what the old company charged. Comparing 
the present charges with those that were charged by the old Water-Works 
| Company, they are from 10 to 15 per cent. lower. There was an accident 
at the Calf Hey reservoir—a slipping in of the embankment —and the works 
have remained incomplete in consequence. 

By the Commirrex: I do not know how long ago that was 
is about twelve months. 

By Mr. WepstEer: At the present moment I believe the works are going 
on. ‘This slip having taken place, it was deemed prudent that these works 
should be suspended fora considerable time. The mill-owners in Bury own 
a considerable portion of the cottage property. The tenants of those cot- 
tages are generally their workpeople. 
water-rates from their wages. In addition to the supply of Bury we made 
a branch to Inchficld. We have made a line of pipes to Whitefield and 
Prestwich. There are some parts under the Act of 1853 which we have 
not supplied. 

Cross-examined by Mr. WHEELER: Bury is about three miles from Man- 
chester. 
side. I get this water at Stand. The place where I live has a very smail 
population, as compared with Bury. Bury has about 30,000 inhabitants, 
and is very rapidly increasing. I do not know the exact population at 
Stand, but I thiuk it is about 1500. This water is supplied for otber than 
domestic purposes: but I should think the first use of it would be for 
domestic purposes. if there was not enough water for domestic purposes, 
we should stop using it for other than those purposes. The railway coin- 

ny was once supplied with water for their engines, but it was very limited. 
Ve nevertheless supplied them as we supplied the public generally. 
been secretary to the company from the year 1850. Atthat time it was the 
old Bury Water-Works that existed. The Bury Company was before Par- 
liament in 1846. I do not know that upon the plans which they exhibited 
they showed filter-beds. No filter-beds are yet made. I have not heard 
that they were not intended to be made. I understood that they would be 
made if necessary. We have paid a dividend on the preference shares of the 
company, which constitute more than one-half of the capital. We paid no 
dividend on the new capital the last half year. We paid the half year pre- 
ceding a dividend at the rate of 1 per cent. per annum on the £50,000. One 
per cent. is the highest dividend we have paid. On the £18 shares only £6 
was paid. There is no other company that supplies Bury. If the inhabitants 
of Bury want to be supplied with water they must be supplied by this com- 
pany or none at all. The rate on small cottages and tenements rented at 
£10 a year was 73 per cent. Southport is not to be compared with Bury, 
and is thinly populated. I am not acquainted with the total number of 
cottages in Bury. Itis very likely that there are in the hands of private 
owners about 5000 cottages. The tenants who take those cottages are 
bound to give a week’s notice. Ido not think itis hard that they should 
be bound to give a quarter's notice to the Water-Works Company. I think 
it is very fair and equitable to make no difference whether a house is occu- 
pied or not. Ido not think it fair that the inhabitants of Bury, having 
water close by, should pay less than persons living seven miles distant. In 

int of fact, we are content with what we are charging. Our clerk col- 
ects the rates. We have come here for the benefit of the public as well as 
ourselves. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Grecory: The general arrangement was, that 
the Bury Company should pay 10 per cent. on the £18 shares. That was 
the stipulation in the first instance. It was not altered subsequently that 
Tam aware of. If we were able to pay 5 per cent. on our capital, then the 
preference shareholders would not be entitled to participate in the dividend 
with the other shareholders, because their liability is limited. I understand 
that they are limited to 4 per cent., and can never receive more. I do not 
know by whom the plans of 1852 were prepared. Mr. Perring was the en- 
gineer for one company, and Mr. Hawksley for the other. Mr. Hawksley 
was the engineer for the Bury scheme. When the two companies amalga- 
mated, the old Bury Company's plans were modified, and, in fact, both plans 
were carried out. Mr. Hawksley, in the capacity of engineer, recommended 
filters. He put them on his plans. That recommendation the company 
had practically no opportunity of acting upon. No tenders were made, and 
no advertisements issued. At one time it was intended to place the filters 
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; I believe it 

















mpany. I know the several 

ment, the district was limited 
to the parish of Bury. Under the second Act of Parliament that limitation, 
I believe, was extended. The capital which we are empowered to raise 
‘under the Act of 1853 is £83,989 by shares, and £10,000 to be borrowed, 
| Besides that there had been a sum of money borrowed by the old company 
Previously 


are allotted to the shareholders in the 
s Company, to which a preferential dividend is attached, 


I remember 


| present state of circumstances there is a large amount of capital unproduc- 
f4 


There has been some alteration since the Act of 1853 in the scale of 
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' fact that we are never absolutely without water, like we were before. 


The general practice is todeduct the | 


| supposition that they would not produce this odour. 


I live at Stand, which is three miles from Bury on the Manchester | 


| not abandoned, but postponed, in the expectation that every object would 
| be gained. 


| composite scheme—part of ours, and part of theirs. 


IMPROVEMENT. 
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the pressure; and so the use of them was postponed. The use of filters was 


I cannot say whether that was with the concurrence of Mr. 
Hawksley. I never heard of him remonstrating with the company as to the 
filters. The Improvement Commissioners have waited on the company 
since the bill was introduced as to the filters, and the answer given to them 
was, that, until the company had failed in supplying the inhabitants of Bury 
with pure water without the filters, they would not undertake to make 
them. ‘The directors said they were of no use. I caunot say that the en- 
giueer who prepared those plans will be examined. I was secretary for the 
company in 1852, and therefore I cannot say. I was in constant communi- 
cation with the engineers. 

Re-examined by Mr. Wesster: Whatever was the amount we paid on 
the shares, an arrangement was come to for purchasing the old Bury works, 
At that time we had a competing company called the Irwell Valley. The|| 
promoters of the Irwell scheme came into that arrangement. The arrange- |! 
ment itself is embodied in the 11th and 12th sections of the Act of 1853, || 
Where there is matter in solution, such as that arising from peat, filters are || 
of no use. The commissioners applied to us about three months ago, which | 
is the only time they made a complaint since the bill was passed. The com-| 
pany are prepared to put down filters if it should be found necessary. With 
respect to the rates, 1 have had no complaints. As regards my own house | 
at Stand, that is a detached house, and must necessarily require a special | 
pipe. That is not a considerable expense to the company, but it is an| 
additional expense. The Water-Works Clauses Act provides that the rate |! 
shall be paid in advance. | 

By the Commirrer: The sum we propose to raise by this bill is £50,000 | 
The half-ycarly accounts have been printed and circulated. | 

Mr. Woodcock, examined by Mr. WexsTeER. 

Tam the solicitor of the old Bury Water-Works Company. I am ac-| 
quainted with both the Act of 1838 and the Act of 1846. I was cognizant || 
of the arrangement that was come to in 1853. That arrangement was || 
made after the bill had been deposited in Parliament. In the year 1846 the 
district was extended. The company constructed the Black Carr reservoir || 
out of three which they had power to construct under the Act of 1838. In 
1852 we had two schemes, but neither practically were carried into effect, || 
although the Irwell Valley scheme was the one said to be adopted. It isa 
Part of the Irwell 
scheme was that the pipes were to be laid along the railway; but eventually 
it was abandoned because it was not feasible. We get sometimes a supply 
of water from the Holdenwood reservoir, which was constructed for the 
purpose of supplying the mills. As regards the Black Carr reservoir, it is 
in an imperfect state from the embankment giving way; and the company 
were advised to let it settle before they attempted to touch it. The district 
is not supplied as it ought to be at present; but I think, nevertheless, we 
are in a much better position than we were in 1853. That is proved by -~ 

Ss 
regards the Act of 1853, as far as that has been carried out, it has not pre- 
vented us from getting an abundant supply of water. As regards the flood 
water, we find it expedient to divert it from the reservoirs. The Calf Hey 
water is very fine water. As regards the water of Bury, it is exceedingly 
good water, but it is subject at times to turbidity. The waters of Shuttle- 
worth and Black Carr are very good. We find the water, when it comes 
down to Bury, has an odour which the last analyst by whom it was tested 
said was in consequence of its being mixed. I think that mixing the Black 
Carr and the Calf Hey reservoir waters would do no harm, that is, on the 
The Bury water is 
generally good, except in the case of floods. We have only had two floods 
since last September. When there is a flood it gets turbid, and after it goes 
down it takes about a couple of days to reduce it toa clear state. I put 








' some myself into a large cistern, and I did not discover any discoloration 


| whatever when there was a flood. 


Ihave | 


| brandy. 





.of Bury. 


That is without filtration. It is a large 
cistern, which I possessed some time before the works came into operation, 
and in which I used to catch the rain-water, in order to have a store on 
hand, if no one else did. I keep tanks in my garden for breeding fish. I 
have had several of them die, but I think they killed themselves by knock- 
ing up against the sides of the tanks in which they were. I have observed 
them six or seven times a day. The odour is only foundin hot weather. It 
does not exist in my cistern. I find no odour from the water if I turn my 
tap on, and let the water flow into a jug or glass. This is, in reality, no- | 
thing more than a money bill, except additional powers at the end for the 
purpose of recovering money. The commissioners had to supply some | 
place with water, but they did their work so bad that they were not dealt | 
with long. 

Cross-examined by Mr. WuHreeLer: A great number of people are sup- | 
plied with water by these works. Four or five of my fish died in their | 
tanks. Water for preserving fish is usually better unfiltered. I do not | 
filter the water that my family use. When a friend drops in, I get the best | 
water for him. I filter the water which I give to my friends with their | 

In times of floods the water that is confined in pipes has some- | 
times a taint; but mine is an exception. I took these samples out of the | 
different reservoirs at the time the petition was presented for this bill. | 
[Three samples of water were here produced by the witness.] It was very | 
trosty at that time, which is most favourable for such a purpose. The 
money which we seek to raise by this bill is to complete the works which 
we undertook to do in the year 1853. There are no extra works contem- | 
plated by this bill. By the Act of 1853 we had five years given us to com- | 
plete the works, which period will expire in June next. I think we have | 
bought all the land we intend to buy for the reservoirs. We have not yet, | 
I think, bought the land for these filter-beds. The amalgamation took 
place when both bills were before Parliament and in committee. I was 
solicitor to the old Bury Company. They were seeking to extend their | 
powers so as to enable them to keep pace with the increased population. | 
In 1846 they obtained an Act of Parliament giving them further powers, | 
but it turned out not to be of sufficient use. I never was in a scheme for| 
Bury that turned out to be good. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Grecory: I have seen the Black Carr brook 
several times a week. The reservoir is very shallow in some parts, but 
very deep towards the embankment. The water there is sometimes impure. 
The scheme of 1853 was to bring the pipes along the railway into the town 
I do not think there is much difference between the Holdenwood 
and the Black Carr reservoirs. The Irwell Valley scheme was the one 
adopted by the Legislature. When the works are completed, I have not 
the slightest doubt that the inhabitants of Bury will have as good a supply 
of water as ever they wish to have. The town of Bury has no other gua- 
rantee but the Act of Parliament. 

By the Commrrree: The works that we are now making are not the 
works that were authorized to be made by the Act of 1853. 
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It is the manager’s duty to look after that. The Calf Hey reservoir is the | 
place from which we draw our supply. The Black Carr reservoir will hold | 
about 9,000,000 cubic feet of water. We allow 20 gallons a day to each | 
person. I think the water of Manchester is very good. : | 
Cross-examined by Mr. WHrELerR: My estimate for completing the works || 
is about £3000. The service reservoir is, I think, too large. 1 was called | | 
in after the passing of the Act of 1853, and before any of the works under 
that Act had been commenced. I cannot say what the expenditure has | 
been up to this time. The old manager of the company was named Birch. | 
A Mr. Barker succeeded him two or three months ago. I did not consult! 
him about the works that I was going to carry out. I only advise him in; 
special cases. My engagement was more especially with reference to the 
execution of the works near Shuttleworth. There is no other executive 
engineer but myself. | 
te-examined by Mr. Wenster: As engineer of the company, I should | 
have nothing to do with the laying of service-pipes. I think twelve months | 
is a reasonable time to construct these works. The resident engineer's por- | 
tion of the works I estimate at £3500, but the total estimate is £46,813. 
John George Thomas Child recalled, and examined by Mr. WEBsTER. 

In my capacity as secretary to the company, I can give an account of the | 
money expended. The total expenditure has been, up to the 31st of December, 
£101,096. 2s. 6d. The amount expended by the Bury Water-Works Com- |} 
pany up to June 30, 1853, is £38,431. 16s. 3d.; parliamentary and law ex~_ 











May 11, 1858.] 


By Mr. Grecory: The places from which the supply is obtained are the 
same, but the route is different. It was at first proposed to come along the 
Lancashire Railway, but we abandoned that idea, and came along the high- 
way. Mr. Hawksley was the engineer for the Bury Water-Works in 1846 
ant 1853. He prepared their plans, and the plans which showed filters | 
upon them. The plans are what you may call working plans. I do not 

ink the plans were carried out. I think I may safely say Mr. Hawksley’s 
scheme was abandoned for the present. I do not think Mr. Hawksley’s 
opinion was asked upon the subject. I have had private conversations with 
Mr. Hawksley, but never as solicitor to the company. 

By the Commrrres: I think the whole land has been purchased that we 
intend to buy. 
|| Re-examined by Mr. Wensrer: The clause of the Act of Parlizment 

which provides for supplying the Improvement Commissioners with water 
at 4d. per 1000 gallons was put into execution, as far as I know. The filter- | 
ing-beds, consisting as they do of nothing more than gravel or sand, would 
not remove the taint that is in the water. I cannot account for there not 
|| being sufficient money, only I think that there was a great mistake made in 
|| calculating the capital in the first instance. 














| Fripay, Marcu 19. 
Mr. Woodcock’s cross-examination continued, 
A complete line of pipes is not yet laid from Bank Lane to Black Carr. 


oe Re Oo. 











According to the arrangements, there will be a complete line, and, in fact, 
|| the bringing of the water direct from Calf Hey to Bury was looked upon as 
‘| a part of the scheme proposed. I have no doubt, before 1853, a dividend of 
| 10 per cent. was declared on the paid-up capital. 
Mr. Samuel Mawson, examined by Mr. WEens7TER. 
I am a civil engineer connected with Manchester, and have had con- 
| siderable experience as an hydraulic engineer. I have been concerned in 
the supply of water to several towns, such as Oldham, Manchester, Black- 
burn, and Chorley. I was also sole engineer to the Rochdale Water-Works 
| Company. 
| Radcliffe and North Chester Water-Works. ‘The works of those —— 
| are now in course of construction. I became engineer of the Bury Water- 
| Works Company a few months after the passing of the Act of 1853. The 
|| works in existence when I became engineer were, a reservoir at Shuttle- 
|| worth, one at Black Carr, and another at Chesham, which is now practi- 
|| cally abandoned. The total drainage area which came to these reservoir 
| was about 1200 acres. The district was considerably extended in tke year 
|| 1853, and the places not included in that were Infield, Whitefield, Prestwich, 
| Radcliffe, and Little Lever, in the parish of Bolton-le-Moors. They are the 
‘extreme source of the district, except Calf Hey, within about half a mile. 
| The population of that district is very large. After I became engineer to 
this water-works company, I proceeded to execute the Calf Hey reservoir, 
and to lay a line of pipes as far as the small service of Holdenwood and 
|, Bank Lane, below Shuttleworth. The other pipes had been laid by some 
|}one else. The Holdenwood reservoir has been finished, and the Calf Hey 
|| reservoir is now undergoing a repair in consequence of a slip that has taken 
‘| place. We proceeded to construct that as soon as we could after obtaining 
|| the Act of Parliament. The slip in the embankment that I speak of took 
| place in April, 1856, and it was thought advisable, before proceeding to 
| restore it, to let it stand as long as we conveniently could; and the works 
|| Were consequently delayed for a considerable time. It remained in that 
; condition from April, 1856, to nearly August, 1857. I think it will take 
| from ten to twelve months to complete that reservoir. We have a channel 
| by the side of this reservoir for the purpose of diverting the water 
|from it if it should be found expedient. The Calf Hey gathering- 
| ground is about 900 acres, and the Holdenwood 1300, making alto- 
| gether 2200 acres. The purpose to which the Holdenwood reservoir is 
| specially dedicated is for compensating the mill-owners. Under the Act of 
| 1853, there was a certain quantity of water required to be supplied to the 
| mill-owners, and the Holdenwood reservoir enables us to keep up that sup- 
| ply. The original intention of one of the companies was to have the pipes 
aid along the railway ; and when that came to be considered, it was thought 
| very objectionable. My objection to that was, that there was very great 
| danger in case of leakage. If there happened to be a leakage anywhiere in 
| the pipes, the result would be a complete washing away of the ballast. 
| Having these objections to the water being carried along the railway, I ad- 
| vised them to take the easiest and most direct route, which was across 
| fields and along a turnpike-road. There is a complete line of pipes laid 
| from Holdenwood to Bank Lane. That is not an open conduit, but cast- 
iron pipes. Bury is a rapidly-increasing district, and the company will not 
be able te supply it unless they complete their works. My attention has 
, been turned to filtration, and I advised the company not to make filter-beds 
until they were necessary. I think filtration wholly unnecessary, and the 
best measure to adopt is to separate the waters in times of floods by what is 
| called a thatched water-drain on the lower side of the Calf Hey reservoir. 
| I am of opinion that will be amply sufficient to give a good supply of pure 
and wholesome water to the district. I think we have ground sufficient 
to construct filters upon. In Manchester there is no actual filtration, but 


gratings put over the pipes in order to prevent the water becoming impure. 


| 
| 
1} 


| Were at first used, but they gradually discontinued the use of them. At 
| Rochdale it was found that muddy water got into the reservoirs, and I or- 
; dered great attention to be paid to the subject, and since that time the 
| water has been better. There are no filters used, as far as I know, at Dar- 
well, Clitheroe, Huddersfield, Bradford, or Halifax. I will not say that the 
| water of Bury may not be improved by filtration. The quantity of soluble 
, matter contained in the water is very small. From my experience of the 
| water, I agree with the evidence of Mr. Woodcock as to its becoming clear 
jin a very short time after floods. I think £46,813 will be suflicient to com- 
| plete these water-works, and give an abundant supply of water to the in- 

abitants of the town of Bury. I think, when these works are finished, they 
| Will be sufficient to give a supply for 50 years. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Grecory: Water passed through a domestic | 


filter is, no doubt, improved. I have not seen pure water come from a large 
filter. Iam not conversant with the London water- works, but I have in- 
Spected the Liverpool works. I think the Liverpool filters are the finest in 
England. I know Mr. Hawksley, who is the consulting engineer of this 
company. I made plans of filters at the request of the company; but I re- 
ported acainst filtration. I cannot say whether or not my report was laid 
before Mr. Hawksley. I never had any consultation with him on the ad- 
visability of filters. I cannot say whether the directors had any conversation 
with him on the subject. i 
a provide for these works. There are h drants, but I cannot say whe- 
: —— are put on the ends of the pipes. I do not think that is the place 
t th em. Pipes can be cleansed without hydrants being always at the end 
of them. The cleansing of the pipes I do not consider part of my duty. 











I am at the present moment engineer both to the Bury end | 


| long into it. 


! . . 
| liament always, because when they come for money they are almost always | 


| separating the water. 


just sufficient to meet their liabilities. I do not say that they appear before | 


| 1 believe there is a filter at Preston, but it is not used. At Blackburn filters | 





| 1846. 
| therefore, 1 am very well acquainted with the description and extent of 


| of 267 cottages owned by millers, there are only two empty at present; 


I do not know what the powers are in this bill | 


nses, £3764. 16s. 9d.; land and compensation, £5669. 7s.; reservoirs, | 
£11,063. 0s. 34d.; Calf Hey reservoir (replacements), £2456. 6s. 9}d.; en- | 
gineering and surveying, £932. 6s. 1d.; main pipes, valves,’ &c.,| 
£35,903. 2s. 11d.; stores-yard, £767. 19s. 1d.; service-pipes and fittings, 
£751. 10s. 54d.; meter account, £357. 0s.2d.; advertising, printing, and sta- 
tionery, £104. 5s. 10d.; salaries, and other expenses, including office furni- | 
ture, £671. 4s. 3}d.; fittings on hire, £223. 6s. 74d. j 
Thomas Hawksley, Esq., examined by Mr. WexsTER. | 
I am the engineer of the Liverpool Water-Works Company. I was the con- 
sulting engineer of the old Bury Water-Works Company. In 1846 I had occa- ! 
sion to value the works, and found them to be worth nearly £20,000. There | 
has been a considerable expenditure out of revenue, that is, out of the un- | 
divided profits. ‘The company, instead of dividing their profits, apportioned | 
them to the extension of their works. Between 1846 and 1853, very con- 
siderable works had been made, and I mention as an instance the Black! 
Carr reservoir, which was of very considerable worth at that time. For a! 
short time the means of supply was suilicient; but we afterwards found that | 
the population increased to such a considerable extent, that more extensive 
powers were required. There were two schemes brought forward in the 
year 1852, and discussed in a committee of the House of Commons, which | 
ended in their being amalgamated. The Holdenwood water is nearly as} 
good as any other water, with the exception of being slightly coloured with | 
peat. There is no filtration at Leeds, Bolton, or Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and | 
several other places. I prefer filtration, but in many cases filtration would | 
impose a large expense on the company, and would not improve the quality | 
of the water. I have made many filtering- beds. The Improvement Com- | 
missioners can put down hydrants wherever they like. I know nothing so} 
dangerous as laying pipes under a railway, because if they happen to} 
burst, there is nothing more likely than a train coming and rushing head- | 
You cannot estimate the damage it might occasion. I think | 
that the company should be supplied with capital to satisfy the wants | 
of the district. I think it is not a very pleasant thing to be coming to Par-| 


















sure to lose some. There is a gathering-ground at Liverpool, but we have | 
no means of separating the water. 

Cc examined by Mr. GreGony: I should rather prefer filtration to| 
Water is purer from a water shed than a stream. I) 
think this Calf Hey water will not require filtration. I have tested the | 
water of this district years ago. It might be as long ago as 10 years, but I 
do not recollect exactly. I should adopt filtration, unless there were strong 
objections raised against it. This is nothing more than a money bill. I 
know this company is proposing to lay out about £40,000. I do not think 
£3000 is an item of much consideration. The company are not abie to} 
borrow money that they cannot find security for. Their income is only 


Parliament for money for works which they are unable to carry out. I} 
apprehend that the works will cost more than Mr. Mawson stated. I have 
not formed any estimate of the works. I was only called in for the purpose! 
of examining the reservoir that has fallen in. I declined to give any re- | 
port. I was never connected with the new company. Mr. Mawson is an 
engineer, and a very competent one, I think, too. The whole of the scheme | 
for raising this money is a speculation. | 
Cross-examined by Mr. WHeeELER: I am not the engineer of the company 
now before Parliament. This company, like many other companies, has no | 
regular engineer; but when they want an engineer to carry out any par-| 
ticular operation, they get one for that purpose. There is, in fact, no other | 
engineer except Mr. Mawson. I do not know that tenders were made for 
filters in 1853. I stated my objections to the pipes passing along the rail-| 
way; but, nevertheless, the Act was passed. 1 have had more experience | 
than Mr. Mawson. The company stopped to see if any other slip was likely 
to take place before they began. I do not think that is an improper thing! 
todo. In all the different companies with which Iam connected I know | 
of no case of compulsory filtration. | 
Mr. Charles Whitehead, examined by Mr. WHEELER. 

Iam a collector of improvement rates for Bury, and have been so since | 
In the course of my duty I have to go from house to house, and, ' 


property in Bury. With regard to the cottage property rated at and under | 
£10 a year, there is a very large quantity of that property in Bury. The 
rents from that class of property are usually paid weekly. The total number | 
of those cottage houses is 4911; that is, within the boundary of the Improve- | 
ment Commissioners. That does not comprise the whole town. The Bury 
Company's works go as far as Woolfold. Some of the cottages in Bury are | 
owned by persons who have mills, and they are tenanted by their work- 
people. Of that class of cottages there are 163 belonging to woollen manu-| 
facturers, and 963 to cotton manufacturers. With respect to cottages owned 
by private individuals, the tenants are very difficult to get and to keep. Out 


whilst out of 93 cottages held by private individuals, there are 22 empty. | 
The present time, in my judgment, furnishes a very fair average with regard | 
to this. I think that they should not be exempted from these rates when 
they are unoccupied. I do not object to pay my water-rates. 

Mr. WHerer: That is my case. As the evidence in this case has been 
limited in its kind, the facts to which I shall have to address myself are 
somewhat few. But I must be forgiven if I make one or two comments on 
something that fell from my learned friend in opening his case, because I 
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think I may venture to say that he has put this matter on what you may 
call a false ground. He spoke of this as being merely a private company, 
and that the bill was in some respects a private bill. It is no more a pri- 
vate company than a railway company may be said to be. We all know 
that in one sense a railway company is a private company, and we also 
know that railways lately have had the effect of making every man in the 
community dependent upon them, and, in point of fact, it would be utterly 
impossible for any persons to travel except by means of those railways. In 
the same manner, as regards the inhabitants of Bury, they are at the merc 
of this particular company, because there is no other company by whic 
they can obtain the supply of water which they want. I am quite sure 
= will sympathize with the anxiety which is felt by the inhabitants of 
ury with reference to this bill, and their desire to have an ample supply of 
— and wholesome water. It appears to me that the prior legislation that 
taken place should be borne in mind, in order that the committee may 
see the position in which the parties before it stand. It appears that the 
Bury Water-Works Company were incorporated in the year 1838, at the 
commencement of Her Majesty's reign. In 1846 extended powers were 
conferred on the company in consequence of the growth of the population. 
In 1853 still further wants seem to have sprung up in Bury, and at that 
time the old company made plans for extending the works; and there was 
another company before Parliament at the same time called the Irwell 
Valley, which company also prepared plans for a similar purpose. In the 
session of Parliament of 1853, the two companies amalgamated, and, I must 
say, upon terms which certainly placed the old company in a very advan- 
tageous position. The company was then represented to be in a state to 
demand for its shareholders a dividend of 10 per cent. on the £15 shares, 
and a dividend of 4 per cent. on the £18 shares, on which £18 shares £6 
only has been paid up. That arrangement was made, and the sanction of 
Parliament obtained to the plans that were then before the committee. 
Those plans showed filter-beds upon them, but the company have not at- 
tempted to execute any of them, and, what is more, 1 have every reason 
to believe they do not intend to do so, and that forms one of the prin- 
cipal grounds of complaint. It was upon the faith of having these 
filters that the inhabitants gave their consent to the bill of 1853. I 
think that when companies come here for more money to carry on 
their works, they ought to come in a graceful and becoming manner, 
and prove that they have done everything they possibly can. With 
what grace can Mr. Hawksley approach this committee with regard to 
these filters, when he himself, at the time the two schemes were depo- 
sited before Parliament, sent down to his constituents in Bury plans 
of these very filters? Can there be a doubt that these plans were paraded 
before the eyes of the inhabitants of Bury? Can there be a doubt that 
their sanction was obtained on the faith of having these plans of filtration 
carried out? Iask whether this state of things is to be endured? These 
parties get the sanction of Parliament on the fuith of these filters being 
carried out; they never do so, and, in truth, never intend to do so I 
pass to the next question, which is with regard to these empty cottages. 
Allow me to say that the present system of taxation is not for the benefit 
of the owners of these cottages, and indeed the only eflect of it is, to impose 
upon them very serious and grievous burdens. It would be one of the best 
provisions for the inhabitants of Bury if these cottage owners were not 
taxed with these water-rates unless the cottages were occupied. Iam told 
that these cottages the best part of the year are unoccupied. This do- 
nothing company has made this one of their rules or regulations: “A 
quarter's notice previous to the commencement of a quarter will be required 
from those who intend to discontinue taking water.” You have heard the 
evidence on that subject, and you will recollect what the witness that I 
produced on my behalf said. He proved that there was a considerable 
nuinber of cottages in this district owned by mill-owners, who put their 
workpeople in them. I do not represent those persons. I do not appear in 
any way before this honourable committee on behalf of those mill-owners. 
I ask this committee to consider this question well—whether it is fair 
and reasonable that these cottage owners should not only be compelled to 
pay the water-rates, or rents, when they use the water, but pay them when 
they do not receive a drop for about six months out of the year. As to 
giving a quarter's notice before discontinuing the water, I will assume that 
we have arrived at the 25th of March, a man has his cottage occupied, and 
he has no notice that his tenant is going to leave till a few days afterwards; 
the tenant leaves according to the notice, and the place is not occupied till 
six months after that period; he cannot get rid of his obligation to pay the 
water-rate until September, from which he has no benefit whatever. That 
is one of the grievances of the petitioners for whom I[ appear. I submit 
that that is not a fair and equitable state of things. The question is, what 
is right to be done? I say this, that the right thing to be done is, when the 
cottages are empty, that then the water-rent or rate for that should cease; 
but if they are occupied, then, of course, we should feel ourselves bound to 
pay. You will recollect, 1 am sure, the statement of Mr. Child, the secretary 
to this water-works company. He said the rate of cottages rented at and 
under £10 was 7} per cent., with a minimum of 6s. 6d.; and you will find 
by reference that that 7} per cent. tapers down till it reaches 3 per cent. 
So that, actually, the burden in the first place is transferred from the owner 
to the occupier, and, in the second place, it is put on the occupier in a larger 
measure than it is put on the owner. My learned friend says this is the 
law of the land, and it has always been so. I hope he will forgive me for 
saying that by reason of it always being so would not render injustice justice. 
Why, the very principle is recognized by the company itself in the person of 
Mr. Child. He said that sometimes they do allow 15 per cent. to the owner. 
My opinion is, that that state of things ought to be met; and that is a matter 
which I take the liberty of submitting to this committee with very great 
anxiety indeed, because, as I have said before, I do not represent these mill- 
owners, but I represent those persons whose industry through a long 
course of years has enabled them to become possessed of property, and on 
whom these harsh burdens are placed. You will remember the evidence 
which Mr. Mawson, the engineer, gave us on the subject of the old works. 
He has told us that they do, in fact, supply districts which are beyond the 
limits of the old Bury Water-Works Company. He proves also that that is 
done by the same means which the old company used, with the exception 
of having occasionally some water from the Holdenwood reservoir. That 
being so, and seeing that upon the capital which they had they paid a 
dividend after the rate of 12 per cent. on one portion, and 10 per cent. on 
another, [do ask whether it is not right with reference to Bury that the 
rates should not exceed those which are now paid? You are told by 
him that when these new works are completed, they will in every way 
serve the purposes ef this district, and they expect that they will be 
able to continue the supply with them for 50 years to come. What can 
you say for 2 company who comes before Parliament in 1853 for £40,000 


of it, besides £10,000 borrowed by them, and then comes again to Par- 








to carry out works, and, after getting that sum, expends every farthing 


| 





liament in the year 1858 with another lamentable tale, well knowing they 
have not attempted anything ? When I say that, I am alluding to the plans 
which showed filter-beds upon them, which they have not made, and which 
they do not intend to make. What does my learned friend say about the 
estimate of 1853? All he can do is to apologize; all he could say was that 
it was a rival system, and that there must have been a mistake. The ques- 
tion is, was it a fair and proper estimate, or was it not? Was it intended 
to mislead Parliament when it was laid before it? I cannot suppose that it 
was intended to mislead Parliament, but I must assume, at the same time, 
it was a badly-considered scheme. What does Mr. Hawksley say when he 
is ~ into the witness-box? He is the person who is to give an ornamental 
colouring to my learned friend's case. He could not tell what the estimate 
of the works was in 1853. He thought it was £40,000, but he could not 
speak positively. And he was in the same predicament with regard to the 
estimate of 1846. What is to be the guarantee to Parliament, or to the in- 
habitants of Bury, if this company succeeds in —s this £50,000 which 
they say they require ? Whether that.sum be granted or not, I —_ Bury 
will not be bound to pay for what other districts will derive a benefit from. 
My friend said, “Oh! this is nothing more than a money bill;” and, in point 
of fact, he seems to consider it a matter of great surprise to find that any 
one should oppose the bill. If you will look at two or three clauses at the 
end, you will see whether it isa money bill or not. The learned counsel, 
in conclusion, urged the committee not to pass the bill, at least without 
giving to the inhabitants of Bury that protection which would secure to 
them a good and sufficient supply of pure water at moderate rates. 





Monpay, Marcu 22. 
Mr. Richard Walker, examined by Mr. Gregory. 

I am a resident engineer. Iam not the mayor of the town, for there is 
no corporation. I am the chairman of the Improvement Commissioners. I 
have had this bill under my consideration, and the result is the present peti- 
tion against it. My great object is the securing of a good supply of pure 
water to the town of Bury. I do not consider that supply is afforded by the 
present system of the Bury Water- Works Company. now, of my own ex- 
perience, that the water they supply is not fit for domestic purposes. 
lieve, and have been advised, that a proper system of filtration would remedy 
the evil. I have taken no other measures to obtain that filtration from the 
company than by seeking an interview with the committee. I had an inter- 
view with them, and then I suggested filtration. The answer I received was, 
that they had no intention to filter the water, because it was good enough for 
any purpose without. That statement does not coincide with my experience 
of the water. I have heard nearly the whole of the evidence given, and I do 
not see kow they can cure our present cause of complaint by what they seek 
to do by their bill. I have heard of complaints being made in the town | 
about the quality of the water, but I have not considered them either in my | 
official or private capacity. When I had the interview with the committee, 
I saw Mr. Child, Mr. Woodcock (the clerk), Mr. James Wrigley (the chair- 
man), and a learned director of the name of Parkes. : 

Cross-examined by Mr. WeBsTER: I am nota surgeon, but an ironfounder. | 
Water is not of very great importance to me, because I do not use it in my| 
business to any great extent. I was a shareholder in the old company, but I | 
was not lucky enough to get the 10 per cent., because I had sold out my shares 
beforehand. The inhabitants are sometimes dissatisfied with us, and we with | 
them. There was a proposition made that the Improvement Commissioners 
should take the water as they have done the gas. We took the gas on) 
the Ist of January, The proposal to take the water was made four or five | 
years ago, but [cannot say from whom it proceeded. Some inhabitants were | 
favourable to that, and some were not. I heard Mr. Woodcock say that the 
commissioners managed things so bad that people would not have anything | 
to do with them. I think there was a public meeting held on the subject. I| 
do not know that there was a resolution passed at that meeting which pre-_ 
vented the commissioners taking any further steps, for I was no party to the! 
transaction. As to Bury Proper, we should like to have our own water-works | 
all to ourselves. We should be content to have the old company’s powers | 
carried out. The old company, I think, had a reservoir at a place called | 
Chesham. The gathering-ground was substantially confined to the Black 
Carr and Shuttleworth reservoirs. I was not personally dissatisfied with the | 
rates that were charged. I do not recollect at what time the interview with | 
the water-works committee took place, but Mr. Woodcock is the person to} 
give you that information. I think what he has stated is perfectly true. I 
know it took place before the petition was presented, and that is all. There’ 
was only one interview, which was decisive enough. : : | 

Re-examined by Mr. GreGory: The gentlemen I saw at that interview I | 
have no doubt were appointed by the company. It was an interview for the | 
purpose of hearing the company’s view on the subject. It was an appoint- | 
ment made by the two clerks. I carried on business with my father as iron- | 
founders for several years, and now I carry on the same business myself. | 
The commissioners are elected ——- There are nine commissioners, who| 
remain in office for three years. We had the concurrence of the town in| 
taking the gas, and held a public meeting for the purpose. We could not | 
have done so without, if we had attempted to do so, As regards the old com- | 
pany’s powers, we considered them sufficient for the supply of Bury, with the | 
exception of Whitewall. I think if they had exercised their powers the sup-| 
ply of water would have been sufficient. 

Mr. John Wood, examined by Mr. GrEGoryY. 

Iamamember of the Royal College of Surgeons, and have been so for | 
many years. I reside now at Bury, and have done so for eighteen years. I 
carry on a medical practice there. My house, which issituate in Bank Street, 
is supplied with the water of this company. I have a constant supply of 
water, but have no cisterns, I have a rain-water tank, which is used for a 
special purpose. My experience of the water drawn through the tap in my 
house is, that it is not pure, and never presentsa clear appearance. 1 always 
filter the water I use for the table. That filtration gets rid of all impurities, 
and leaves a clear, pure, and wholesome water. I think the use of private 
filters is very extensive. In hot weather the water sometimes becomes very 
disagreeable, not only in appearance but in smell. Water in that state is 
commonly called fishy. It looks like water taken from a jug that had pre- 
viously contained milk. I have been obliged, in hot weather, to borrow water 
of my neighbours. I had a well when I first came to live in Bank Street, 
but that was taken away by the railway ees mee and the only means that 
I have of getting any water now is by catching the rain-water in tanks, and 
then filtering it. Ihave noticed the water within the last ten days. Upon 





examining it with a powerful microscope, I found animalcule, and a kin of 
grit. I can see a green deposit in the water that comes from my >, ae 
thin 


looked at the gathering-grounds with reference to this inquiry. 
water there is very much exposed to the influence of the atmosphere. I con- 
sider the atmosphere produces a change in the purity of the water. I know 
the Calf Hey and the Holdenwood reservoirs, There are two mills directly 
opposite the Calf Iey reservoir, which mills drain themselves into it. Ihave 
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noticed a channel that proceeds from the gas-works direct into the stream. I 
believe the Ginhall reservoir contains vegetable and animal matter; and I 
understand from my reading on the subject that filtration would remove that. 
The water of the Calf pos, Fe aoe wl is carried into the Ginhall reservoir. I 
took samples of water on Wednesday last. [The witness here produced seve- 
ral samples of water.] As you will see, the unfiltered water is as black as 
coal, whilst, on the other hand, that which has passed through the process of 
filtration is perfectly pure. I use one of Slack’s filters, which I think contains 





Cross-examined by Mr. Wenster: I frequently have occasion to use water. 
I cannot say whether the water that comes from Calf Hey is better now than 
it used to be. I am a water drinker, but I will not say whether I am a 
water doctor. I think water in the open atmosphere, if it does not produce 
impurities, is a good thing. 

-examined by Mr. Gregory: My attention was called to the water in 
the year 1846, by the collector of the water-works company. Since that time 
the state of the water has not attracted my attention. 

By Mr. Wexster: Since the year 1846 I think the water has been better. 
It appears to be pleasant water, but when you come to look into it you find 
animalcule in abundance. I never went to the Polytechnic Institution. I 
have never seen what there is contained in the purest water that can 


produced. ‘ 
Mr. Fletcher, examined by Mr. Grecory. 

I am a surgeon, practising in Bury. I have been in practice for 40 years. 
I have h Mr. Woodcock’s evidence with “rr to the quality of the 
water, and I agree with him on the whole. 1 am acquainted with the 
thering-ground of the Ginhall reservoir. I went there once with Mr. 
Spencer to examine it. There is a large manufactory at the top of the 
gathering-ground, and also about 50 or 60 houses. These houses drain into 
the Calf Hey reservoir. I can confirm what has been said about insects being 
in the water. There are mills round about the Holdenwood reservoir. The 
cesspool that is there is about 200 yards from the stream. 
Cross-examined by Mr. WrnsteR: I am not a water doctor. I think the 
water now is much better than it was in the year 1846. My attention was 
called to the state of the water in consequence of hearing of some complaints 
that were made. I do not think it has been worse since 1853, except at par- 
ticular periods. In hot weather there isa sort of taint in the water, and 
I think that comes from decomposition of organic matter, a mixture of animal 
and ee matter. It is desirable that we should have as good water as 
possible. 
F po-sxamined by Mr. Grecory: I think filtration would have the effect 
of purifying the water. I think that the pipes belonging to the company 
ought to be frequently flushed. 
y the CommitTeE : I did not observe whether we had a better supply last 
summer than we had in the year 1846. Itisa common practice with the 
tenants of cottages in Bury to tie pieces of flannel over their taps, in order to 
filter the water. 
By Mr. Wessrer: There are no hydrants put at the extreme ends of the 
pipes. I think thatisa thing that ought to be done. I know the commissioners 
an have them put at the ends of pipes if they choose to pay for them. This 
water-works company have raised large sums of money for the purpose of 

iving an efficient supply of water to Bury ; and I think they ought to do so. 
f do not think it is the business of the commissioners. 
By Mr. Grecory : I consider it is the duty of the commissioners to supply 
fire-plugs. We are incompetent to supply Bury with water. The com- 
missioners confine themselves to their duties, and they wish the company to 
do the same. 
By the Committee: I do not filter my water. 

Mr. Thomas Spencer, analytical chemist, examined by Mr. GrEGorY. 
I have had considerable experience in water-works, I have been em- 
= by the New River Company, and by the Liverpool Corporation, as 
well as by the Chelsea Water-Works Company. I have made surveys of the 
gathering-ground of the Bury Water-Works Company. The surveys I made 
took place on the 8th and i3th of the present month. I do not think they 
were fair average times for making a survey; but it was the only time I had 
to spare. My instructions were, to examine the water-sheds, and to say 
whether I thought at any season of the year a good supply of pure water was 
likely to be afforded by them. I took samples of the water there. I was 
requested to report to the commissioners whether or not my opinion was that 
filtration would improve the quality of water with which Bury was intended 
to be supplied. I reported to the clerk accordingly. On the 8th of March 
the ground was covered with snow. If the water was always in the same 
state as it was on the 8th of March, I should have said that there was no 





occasion for filtration in the ordinary sense of the term. At Calf Hey the 
district is uncultivated, and the soil is not very deep; so that in all cases the 
water would fall off ———. The inhabitants there are, I may say, de- 
pendant entirely on -water. At Holdenwocd the land is rather better 
cultivated ; and, consequently, more likely to suck up the water that might 
fall upon it. There are three factories and some houses there, the drainage 
or débris of which must all go into the company’s reservoir; because there is 
no other outlet. At Shuttleworth, my opinion is, that in rainy weather the 
water in the reservoir must become turbid, and that is the opinion of other 
persons who have seen it. I think filtration alone would not be sufficient 
there. I think the Ginhall reservoir is the worst that I have ever seen. 
The water in some places in Bury is rendered impure by reason of its being 
mixed with gas tar, which comes from the gas-works which supply the fac- 
tories. After heavy rain, the state of the Bury water, I think, A be very 
bad. In advising the construction of water-works I should take into consi- 
deration the state of the water at different periods of the year, and, in fact, 
when it was in its worst state. With regard to impurities in suspension, I 
think filtration is the best means to be adopted; but, as regards matter in 
solution, filtration is not of much use. What I should recommend the com- 
pany to do would be, to keep the water in a large covered tank ; because of 
the large amount of orgavic matter contained in it, and the particular nature 
of that matter. I have found traces of sulphuric and nitric acids in nearly 
all the water, with the exception of the water of Calf Hey. The effect of 
light is very ‘er on standing water, but on a running stream it is 
very beneficial. I was not a witness on the inquiry in 1853. I was con- 
sulted by the Board of Health, and not being able to give evidence exactly 
in — favour, I gave none at all. Mr. Hawksley, I think, recommended 
rs, 

Cross-examined by Mr. Wegster: The Board of Health did not doctor 

| their evidence in 1853, I never heard differences of opinion with regard to 
filtration ¥ consumers as consumers. Mr. Farror has made a survey of the 
district. He is an attorney’s clerk as well as a very competent engineer. 
This is not the first time that I have examined this district of Bury. I 
analyzed some water that was given to me in the year 1853. I found the 
water that he gave me was pure and wholesome. The Calf Hey water is as 
good now as it was then. I made a report for Mr. Woodcock of the different 
kinds of water he gave me. I thought then that the commissioners had no 








cause for filtration. There has been a great discussion in Liverpool about 
the water. Although the Liverpool water is filtered, the colour is not re- 
moved. I think the population of Bury is rather on the increase. I think 
now that the Bury Water- Works Company should filter like most companies 
do. Iam of opinion that every proper means ought to be taken to get rid 
of impurities. Filtration is not a very expensive undertaking. 
Mr. James Farror, examined by Mr. Gregory. 
Iaman attorney’sclerk. I practiceas surveyor, and have done so for several 
ears. I have been over the grounds of the Bury Water-Works Company. 
i went over them with Mr. Spencer, and I am in a position to confirm his 
testimony as to the gathering-grounds. Ginhall has aconsiderable population. 
The ground there is in a high state of cultivation. I took water from the 
Ginhall reservoir on the 25th of February last. The water of the Calf Hey 
reservoir is mixed with that of the Ginhall reservoir. My estimate for fil- 
tration was about £3000. I am acquainted with the pipes of this country, 
but I am not aware that they have hydrants at the end of them. I do not 
know the height of the Calf Hey reservoir above the town of Bury. The 
proposed height of the Holdenwood reservoir is nearly 400 feet above the 
town. I do not think that that will be carried out, for I think the pressure 
will be too great, and will become unmanageable. The present pressure is 
about 150 feet. The population of Bury is about 35,000. The quantity the 
company propose to give will be about 13,000,000 cubic feet. I think the 
Calf Hey reservoir is too smallfor Bury. The Calf Hey water, when there are 
no floods, is generally pure. There are several springs arising from streams. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Wenster: I ain not articled to Mr. Harper. It is 
a joint firm of surveyors and attorneys. I cannot say that filters below 
Ginhall would be sufficient to supply the district. Whitefield is below Gin- 
hall. Woolfold is below Bury. The filters that I propose to put at Black 
Carr would be about 15 or 20 feet from the present reservoir. I should 
hardly make them below the bottom of the reservoir. I do not think that 
this company will be able to supply the whole district from the Ginball 
reservoir. I have been employed in other water-works, and by Mr. Wood- 
cock and Mr. Hawksley. 
Mr. Grecory: That is my case. It is necessary that we should have a 
little regard in examining this bill to the antecedents of this company, and 
for that purpose I must refer to their proceedings both in the year 1846 and in 
the year 1853. In the previous year we find this company expending a con- 
siderable capital in supplying the town of Bury with water, which supply 
they themselves admitted by their subsequent statements was insufficient. 
Notwithstanding that, they managed to exact from the inhabitants of the 
town a large amount of revenue, which money they put into their pockets in 
the shape of a 10 per cent. dividend. In the year 1853, as you have heard 
before, two schemes were brought forward. Feeling their position very 
acutely, they surrendered to the new company that was then formed. They 
then showed on their plans what I am asking you to compel them to make, 
and that is, a few filter-beds, which will be a very trifling expense to them, 
and will be of the greatest benefit to the inbabitants of the town of Bury. 
Although this company have not made these filter-beds, and never intend to 
do so, they have the barefaced impudence to come here again in 1858 for 
further money to carry out works which they ought to have done by the) 
Act of 1853. Supposing you give them this money, what guarantee is | 
there that the works they now propose to make will be made? When | 
companies come to Parliament for money to carry out works which | 
they have undertaken to do before, they are bound to give guarantees | 
that the works will be made and completed within a reasonable time. 
Compel them to use £3000 out of the £50,000 which they want you to give | 
them in making filters. They are bound to make them, and Parliament | 
ought to have an assurance that they will be carried out. What did their) 
engineer say when I asked him the question? Why, in an honest and upright 
manner, he said that he had not the slightest doubt that filtration was the | 
best mode to be adopted. Mr. Hawksley isin favour of filtration. He said it | 
was only a matter of expense. They want this money for other purposes; and 
who can tell that the company is not deeply involved in difficulties? Itis my 
firm conviction that they want to use this money in the same manner as 
they did that of 1853. It is admitted on all hands that the water of Calf 
Hey is perfectly pure; and [ think, and humbly insist, that this company is | 
bound to provide a good and sufficient supply of water to meet the require- | 
ments of the district. As to the question of hydrants, I asked the engineer | 
what they were, and what did he say? He quickly answered, ‘* They were 
not hydrants, but fire-plugs.”” The commissioners can, under the Water- 
Works Clauses Act, provide at their expense fire-plugs. The laying down of | 
hydrants, I submit, is the business of the company ; and I merely ask the com- | 
mittee to make a very simple and very inexpensive provision, which is con- 
sistent with the evidence adduced, which is consistent with previous legisla- 
tion, and a thing which is constantly taking place in many towns in the 
United Kingdom, viz., that the onus shall be thrown on this Bury Water- | 
Works Company to cleanse the water of the town by proper filtration, and | 
that the foul water coming down from this water-shed at Ginball shall not | 
be allowed to mix with the pure water in the district, and by that means | 
save both the money and health of the inhabitants. 
Mr. WepsTer: If these petitioners had made out some case of mis-| 
conduct on the part of this company, I could understand them ; but they do | 
nothing of the sort. If they had proved some wilful neglect of any act which | 
the company were bound to do, that I am ready and willing to admit might | 
be a question for this honourable committee to consider. I do not for a mo- 
ment deny that, when companies come to Parliament for money, they must 
show what they want it for. I submit that my learned friend who last ad-| 
dressed you did not bring forward one tittle of evidence to support the sug- 
gestion that he made—namely, that we should be compelled to filter. There | 
is no such thing as compulsory filtration anywhere except in the metropolis. 
What these petitioners want to dois to repeal the law ot the land. I surmise, 
and I have very good reason for believing, that they will not succeed in their | 
attempt to do any such thing. They said that the company wanted this! 
money for other purposes than they stated. I do assure the committee there | 
is not the slightest foundation for such a suggestion. By some mistake, the 
capital required in 1853 was wrongly estimated, and hence we are driven 
here. It is a source of deep regret to the promoters of this bill that they 
should have to trouble you so often, but they firmly hope that you will give 
them the power they ask. It isa fact, and it has been proved 7x toto before 
you, that this district of Bury cannot be supplied without this further sum of 
money ; and the promoters of the bill do hope that you will be of opinion that 




















they have performed the duties that were imposed upon them faithfully. 

The counsel and parties were here requested to withdraw. 

Upon our readmission, 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the committee were of opinion that the preamble 
of the bill was proved, and, as regarded the question of filtration, they did 
not intend to impose any further obligations on the company. 

The clauses were then proceeded with, and the chairman was directed to 
report the bill to the House, 
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BIRKENHEAD IMPROVEMENT COMMISSIONERS. 
Gas anp WarTeER Bit. 
THURSDAY, APRIL 29. 
(Group H.—Before Col. Pinney, chairman, 

Mr. Drtuwyn, Mr. Marsorrpanks, Mr. GREER, and Mr. Hunr.) 

Mr. Catvert, Q.C., Mr. Jounstong, and Mr. VENABLEs appeared for the 

romoters ; Mr. CRAKE for the Mersey Docks and Harbour Commissioners ; Mr. 
ore Scort, Q.C., Mr. BurKg, and Mr. Wessrer for the Birkenhead and 
| Clau, hton Gas and Water Company; Mr. PickeRrtne for ratepayers and 
inhabitants of Tranmere and Oxton; Mr. Monk and Mr. Cripps for owners 
and occupiers of houses, &c., in Birkenhead and Claughton-cum-Grange ; 
land Mr. Wersy for the Birkenhead, Lancashire, and Cheshire Junction 
| Railway Company, petitioners against the bill. ; 

Mr. CALVERT, in opening the case, said the promoters of this bill, on 
| whose behalf he appeared, were the commissioners appointed to carry out the 
| provisions of the Act 3 Will. IV. c. 78, for regulating the paving, lighting, 
| watching, cleansing, and otherwise improving the chapelry of Birkenhead, 
| the management of the police thereof, and the establishing of a market in 

the township. By subsequent Acts those powers had been amended and 
|extended, and by one of them the commissioners were empowered to light 
the townships of Birkenhead and Claughton with gas, or to contract with 
| any gas company or private person so to do. The bill now promoted by them 
sought “to make provision for the better supplying of Birkenhead and 
| Claughton with gas and water, and for transferring the undertaking of the 
| Birkenhead and Claughton Gas and Water Company, or part thereof, to the 
| Birkenhead Improvement Commissioners, and for other purposes,”’ The 
| committee would very readily suppose that these commissioners were persons 
| of considerable property at Birkenhead, and therefore in every way interested 
in the question of the supply of gas and water in the locality. In the year 
|| 1841 a company was established for the purpose of affording that supply, and 
a gentleman named Jackson, a member of this House, obtained a bill the 
| object of which was to enable that company to supply Birkenhead with gas, 
and Birkenhead and sixteen other towns with water. That company was the 
| Birkenhead and Claughton Gas and Water Company,’”’ who were amongst 

the petitioners against the present bill. In 1857 they introduced a bill into 
| Parliament for the purpose of reconstituting the company, enlarging and ex- 
| tending their powers, authorizing them to raise further capital, and for other 
| Purposes; and to the fate of that bill he would presently refer. The pre- 
|, amble of that bill recited the Act previously mentioned, under which the 
| company were authorized to raise a share capital of £106,000, and had power 
' to borrow, on mortgage or bond, £33,000, which sum, or any part thereof, 
| might be subsequently converted into share capital. It also recited that the 
|| whole of the capital had been paid up; that the works authorized to be con- 
| structed had been constructed; that, as the company had not received the 
|| full 10 per cent. dividend which they were entitled to, it was expedient that 
|| the deficiency should be capitalized ; that they should have power to erect 
| further works for the supply of gas and water to the district, and to increase 
|| their capital to £500,000. That bill was before a parliamentary committee 
| during the last session, and on that occasion the commissioners, whom he 
(Mr. Calvert) represented, opposed it upon the footing that the company had 
pursued such a course of conduct in the management of their affairs, that 








| the committee decided that the preamble of the bill was not proved. It 


culty of a very serious description to Birkenhead, because it was proved in 
evidence before the committee, by Mr. Hawksley, the engineer of the com- 


| mony was to the effect that, at present, the company could supply 500,000 
‘Ballons per day ; that the immediate requirements of the place were 600,000 
| gallons; and that, having regard to the rapid increase of population and the 
character of the district, provision ought to be made for 2,000,000 gallons for 
ordinary purposes, and 560,000 gallons for extraordinary ones. Mr. Hawks- 


| onl 
pine Pom rising into importance and would before long become united with 
| Birkenhead in one large town. The company, however, had not made a 
further application to Parliament ; and indeed, considering the circumstances 
which occurred when they did apply, there could be little doubt what answer 
| any renewed application would meet with. On the other hand, it was per- 
| fectly clear that an increased supply of water should be obtained. The pre- 
sent population of Birkenhead was something like 30,000, and the committee 
| were no doubt aware that there were large docks and works partly completed 
| and partly only projected, and which would have the effect of increasing the 
| demand for water not only to meet the wants of the population but also for 
| the supply of the shipping. The commissioners, therefore, felt that some 
steps should be taken in the matter, and as the company were in truth dis- 
qualified, that they themselves, as representing the town, should be entrusted 
| with the management of such an undertaking. As it was evident also that 
it would be far more economical to have one water system than two, they 
deemed it advisable that they should have power to purchase from the exist- 
| ing company the water establishment which they at present possessed. The 
' company could not materially increase the supply with their present powers, 
‘and indeed had long felt their deficiency, for sometime ago they made ap- 
| plication to the commissioners to obtain an additional site, which, under the 
| peculiar circumstances, the commissioners thought it proper to refuse them. 
| The plans of the commissioners he would now briefly state. They proposed 
| to have a well on low ground at Birkenhead, near the margin of Wallasey 
| Pool, a great estuary communicating with the Mersey, and where Mr. 
| Rendell’s works had been undertaken. They proposed also to have a reser- 
| voir, well, and water tower in the parish of Claughton. There would be, of 
| eourse, the necessary aqueducts in connexion with these works, and the 
| commissioners believed that they should be able to supply from each 1,000,000 
| gallons of water daily, and that if they were allowed to purchase the company’s 
| present works, yielding 500,000 gallons per day, they would be in possession 
| of a supply equal to the estimate laid before the committee last session by 
Mr. Hawksley. The cost of these water-works—the two wells, and all the 
| apparatus—was calculated at £62,500; but one well would be sufficient at 
| present, the cost of which, with the necessary works in connexion, was taken 
| at £42,500. Ifthe discussion of the day had reference only to the supply of 
| Water, the matter would be very simple; but, under tke circumstances, the 
commissioners thought that they ought not only to undertake the water, but 
also the gas supply of Birkenhead and Claughton. They therefore proposed 
by this bill that they should be empowered to purchase the works of the 
company, and in case the committee should be of opinion that such a course 
was expedient, they proposed to supply Birkenhead and 16 other places of no 
great importance, and that the price they should be allowed to charge 
should be ds. per 1000 feet in Birkenhead and Claughton, and 5s. 6d. in 
all places beyond. The estimated cost of the erection of such new gas- 
works as might be necessary was £40,000. The position of the gas- 


pany, that there was a great want of water supply in the district. His testi- | 
' greatly exceeded the sum he had expended upon the works; that the share- | 





works was exactly this. In 1840 Mr. Jackson entered into a contract with 
the commissioners for the supply of gas to Birkenhead, by which he secured 
to himself, and any persons who might be associated with him as partners, 
the exclusive — of lighting the public streets of the town, and of 
breaking up the streets for the purpose of laying down mains, &c., for a 
period of 75 years. For this concession he bound himself to pay a rental of 
£6 for the first year, £11 the next year, and an additionally increasing rent 
of £5 for every succeeding year during the continuance of the contract. He 
also engaged to erect gas-works, to lay down mains, and to provide lamps 
and posts for the lighting of the public streets of the town. 

Mr. Greer: Was there any stipulation in that contract as to the price of 
gas? 

Mr. Catvert believed, as far as regarded the private consumers, there was 
not; but, in reference to the public lamps, it was agreed that the commis- 
sioners should, “ out of the rates of the township, pay such price or prices, 
and after the same rate and times, as shall for the time being be paid to any 


public body in Liverpool for the supply of gas to the street lamps in that}! 


town.”” The commissioners covenanted, on his erecting the works and sup- 
lying gas within the time as agreed, to protect him in the exclusive en- 
joyment of the rights and privileges conceded by them, during the term of 
75 years; but, on his failing to carry out his agreement, the commissioners 
were not to be prevented from contracting with any other person to do so. 
Mr. Greer: Is that arrangement still existing ? 
Mr. Catvert: It has been assigned to a company. 
Mr. Hunr: And Mr. Jackson’s assigns are now opposing this bill? 
Mr. Catverr replied that they were. The works having been erected by 








Mr. Jackson, they were assigned to a company, and who they were he would 
presently show. In the year 1841 the Act of Parliament was passed to which | 
he had referred. At that time a Mr. Mallaby, who was solicitor to Mr. Jack- 
son and also the clerk of the commissioners, took an active part in the pro- 
motion of that bill, and, from what transpired in the committee last year, it) 
appeared was himself interested in the shares of the company. Mr. Mallaby 
resigned his office of clerk to the commissioners on the 4th of May, 1841, and 
a gentleman was appointed in his place. The bill passed the House of Lords 





on the 25th of that month. Soon afterwards Mr. Mallaby became a commis- 
sioner, and, in the following October, again became clerk to that body, the 
gentleman who had been appointed in his place becoming his deputy. These 
circumstances gave rise to a great deal of suspicion and discontent in Birken- 
head, but the true state of facts in reference to them were not known until the 
inquiry before Parliament last year. In 1846, the town believing that there | 
was something wrong, and that the commissioners had improperly parted with 
these powers to the company, gave notice for a bill to obtain the supply of gas 
in theirown hands. At that time the custom, in reference to local bills, was to 
send down commissioners to the spot to inquire into the expediency of the pro- 
posed measure. That was the course adopted in reference to that bill. Mr. 
Mallaby attended before the commissioners and gave his version of what had 


| taken place, and the result was that they reported against the bill. In spite of 


they were not entitled to ask for augmented powers from the Legislature. | 
| Their opposition was so far successful that, upon the question being discussed, | 


| would easily be conceived, however, that that decision had produced a diffi- | 
| quoting to the committee portions of the evidence laid before Parliament in 


ley’s proposal was to obtain such a quantity of water as would supply not | 
Birkenhead proper but the neighbouring villages and towns, which were | 


that, however, the Improvement Commissioners determined to proceed, but 
in the interval an election took place, at which such steps were taken by Mr. 
Mallaby, that the ratepayers turned out all those who were favourable to the 
bill, and in consequence it was ultimately withdrawn. The committee 
would find from what he (Mr. Calvert) was about to state, that Mr. Mallaby 
was, in truth, using the money of the gas company, which he distributed 
discreetly among the electors to accomplish that object. The question of | 
what actually did take place on that occasion would be best understood by 


1857. They would find, in truth, frem that evidence, that there was a fraud | 
from beginning to end; that the money paid by the company to Mr. Jackson 


holders were merely nominal shareholders ; that the whole affair was actually | 
in the hands of Mr. Jackson and Mr. Mallaby; that the directors were no- | 
minal directors ; that a certificate being necessary in order to exercise the | 
borrowing powers of the Act, that certificate was obtained by a false state- | 
ment; that the accounts forwarded to the clerk of the peace from time to time | 
were erroneous ; that the auditor who was to be the guarantee for the proper | 
financis] management of the undertaking was the agent of Mr. Jackson ; and! 


| that when the commissioners, anxious to emancipate themselves from what they | 





believed to be an improper system, proceeded with a bill in 1846, the money | 
of the company was used for the purposes of bribery, and to get them turned | 
out of office. [The learned counsel read considerable portions of the evidence 
adduced before the committee on the Birkenhead District Gas and Water | 
Bill in 1857, and which was given at length in the JourNAL of the 2nd of 
June last.] The general result of that evidence, he said, was that the com- 

pany was entirely fictitious in its shareholders and in its directors; that a| 
transfer of the works was made at the nominal price of £50,000, although 

the actual outlay upon them was only about £15,000, and their own engineer, 

Mr. Hawksley, valued the concession at £10,000 more, making their real value | 
£25,000 only ; that the law was violated in respect to the calls; that there | 
was a complete falsehood—by whom did not appear—as to obtaining the cer- | 
tificate ; that the loans were taken for their private purposes; that the auditor | 
was Mr. Jackson’s own agent; that the returns to the clerk of the peace were | 
falsified ; and that all this was done wilfully and intentionally, and, as he| 
was sorry to say, under the immediate superintendence of Mr. Jackson (a| 
member of that House), tothe immense advantage of himself, and at the cost | 
of the public at Birkenhead. Now, there was only one remedy which the| 
commissioners had in reference to these transactions independently of coming | 
to Parliament, viz., to endeavour to reduce that sum of £50,000 by proceeds | 
ings in the Court of Chancery. Those proceedings bad been taken, and were, | 
indeed, now pending; and the prayer of the bill was that it might be re- 

duced to £15,000, or whatever was the cost of the works. Mr. Jackson, in| 
his answer, gave the outlay on them as £10,000, adding £3000 odd in respect | 
of land which had been purchased. The real remedy, however, could only | 
be obtained by an appeal to the Legislature direct, because, as would be seen, 
the contract made with Mr. Jackson was now vested in a company which, 
from first to last, in every step of the proceedings, had set law and truth at 
defiance. Under these circumstances the committee would not be surprised 
to learn that amongst the community at Birkenhead there was the utmost 
dissatisfaction, and that the commissioners, whose duty it was to see matters 
of this kind properly attended to, had felt it necessary to come before Parlia-~ 
ment to ask that they might be put into such a position as that the contract 
between them and Mr, Jackson might come to an end, that they might be 
able to acquire possession of the works, and the present company cease to 
carry on their operations in Birkenhead. It was of the utmost importance 
that a matter of this kind should be in the hands of a body in whom the 
public placed implicit confidence, as, if this were not the case, endless heart- 
burning and annoyances would be experienced by the inhabitants. That 
mutual confidence was now wanting. The commissioners felt this, and 
while they did not wish to inflict ary injury upon the company, they were 
convinced that the supply of gas and water ought to be taken out of their 
hands, and that, under the authority of an Act of Parliament, they (the 
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- eeegeeemagee onght to make themselves masters of the works. Of course | They are the owners of the Woodside Ferry, which is very well managed, 
they were willing that a proper time should be limited during which they | as com ared with those that are in the hands of private individuals. As a 
should exercise their right of purchase or forego it altogether, and that a | general principle, I approve of the supply of water being in the hands of a| i 
roper tribunal should be appointed for ascertaining at what price they should | public body. If the commissioners were extravagant in the management of , 
to so. The commissioners were most anxious that these transactions should | that supply, and were to fall back upon the rate in aid, they would be taxing | } 
be conducted with the least possible annoyance to the company; and his | their own constituents, and would, in fact, have to help make up the loss || 
instructions were to conduct the proceedings with the utmost possible respect | themselves. I believe that much of the hostile feeling which formerly ex- | { 
to the gentlemen connected with it, at the same time to press upon the | isted in Birkenhead has now subsided. I have taken part in promoting this | 
committee that they felt it an imperious duty which they were called | bill, not from any feeling against Mr. Jackson or in favour of the commis- | | 
on to discharge in promoting this bill, and that it was absolutely necessary | sioners, but Pw he from seeing the condition of the poor in Birkenhead in | 
for the welfare of Birkenhead that the management of these works should 


279 | 

















I consider it absolutely necessary that there | 
be taken away from those who, as a company, could never command the 
respect of the inhabitants, and whose proceedings, in point of fact, had been 
condemned by Parliament. For, when a company came before a committee 
of the House of Commons, and on their own evidence, on the facts extracted 
from their own witnesses, no objection being raised, except one of character, 
a negative was given to the preamble of their bill, it was impossible to deny 
the fact that the Legislature had passed a censure upon that company, 
and had practically said they were not fit to be trusted with additional 
powers for carrying out the works they had undertaken. It followed upon 


supply of the neighbourhood, that those works must be transferred to other 
hands, in whom Parliament and the public would have that confidence ne- 
cessary to ensure a satisfactory management. As the points to which he had 
called attention would be duly proved by the several witnesses to be brought 
before them, he hoped the committee would have little difficulty in passing 
the bill as it now lay on their table. With regard to the petitions, he did 
not know that it was necessary to say much. The main opposition to the 
bill was the proposal it contained for the levying of a rate in aid, but this 
was the usual course adopted in bills of this description. In the present case 
it was limited to ls, in the pound, and would be exercised with the greatest 
possible caution ; whereas, if the undertaking were successful, the ratepayers 
would be benefited by the operation. It was of vast importance to them to 
secure an efficient supply of gas and water; and, having regard to the fact 
that by this bill, if it became law, the company’s works would be transferred 
to those who represented the ratepayers, he thought the committee would be 
of opinion that the rate in aid was a very reasonable request. 

r. GREER: Is the petition of the ratepayers largely signed ? 

Mr. Pickerine: By about 400. 

Mr. CaLvert said the real truth was, that the essential part of all these 
titions came out of the mint of the company, and, in looking through them, 
e saw nothing that it was important to notice except the objection to the 
rate in aid. There were complaints that some of the neighbouring places 
might not be included in the bill, and there was a repetition of the story 
which he had been obliged to bring before the committee in opening the 
case. Under all these circumstances, he hoped the committee would think 
there was a case which demanded their interference, seeing the position in 
which the inhabitants were placed by the proceedings of last year. The com- 
pany, in their petition, utterly denied the expediency of authorizing the 
commissioners to construct new gas-works, &c., but they submitted that, if 
the committee were of opinion that such powers should be granted, they ought 
to be compelled, within a reasonable time, to purchase the undertaking of 
the company on such terms as to afford reasonable compensation for their 
outlay upon the works, and the value of the concessicn they would be called 
upon to give up. To that he eg Calvert) could offer no objection; he 
thought it quite reasonable and fair that a proper price should be given for 
the works taken from them, and which it was so essential should be in the 
hands of the commissioners. 

Mr. Burke felt it necessary, before the evidence was gone into, to protest 
against the printed copy of the evidence before the committee of last year 
which had been handed in, as it contained in addition the speech of his 
learned friend, Mr. Calvert. 

After some conversation thereon, 

Mr. Hunr said he would promise the learned gentleman he would not read 
Mr. Calvert's speech. 

The committee then adjourned. 


Fripay, Aprit 30. 
Mr. James Darbyshire, examined by Mr. VENABLEs. 

I am a merchant in Liverpool, and reside at Claughton. I was present at 
a meeting of the ratepayers last year on the subject of the bill promoted by 
the company, at which resolutions were adopted, in which I concurred, com- 
—— of the totally inadequate supply of water by the company for the 

omestic wants of the inhabitants, and adopting a petition to Parliament 
agaiust their obtaining additional powers. There has been no improvement 
in the supply since then, and I retain the opinion then expressed. I am ac- 
— with the present commissioners, and I believe they fairly represent 

e pp of the > I think the supply of water ought to be 
vested in a public body. The rating of the present commissioners is £6085 ; 
they hold considerable property in Birkenhead, and are some of the principal 
gentlemen and merchants of Liverpool. They are 21 in number. 

By Mr. Burke: I am supplied by the company, and am never destitute of 
water. Icannot say whether there has been any increase in the supply to 
Birkenbead since last year. The supply to my house is not insufficient. 
There has beea no meeting of the ratepayers convened by the commissioners 
to approve of this bill. The sense of the general foe was taken on the 
former one. I speak from experience of what. took place in Liverpool when I 
say I think the supply of water should be in a public body. I do not know 
whether the Birkenhead Commissioners have a bill before Parliament in 
which they state that they are deeply in debt. I do not know whether they 
are solvent, but I know they are not in very good credit. The money re- 
_ for the purposes of this bill would be raised on loan, I suppose, on 

e security of the rates and the works themselves. I know that it is pro- 

posed to have a rate in aid. 
_ By Mr. Cripps: I rely upon the opinion expressed at the meeting last year 
in reference to the company’s bill, that the ratepayers approve of this appli- 
cation. There was no rate in aid proposed in that bill. There has been a 
great deal of party feeling in Birkenhead, but the inhabitants are pretty 
unanimous now. Ido not consider that, if the commissioners got the powers 
proposed —— bill, they would spend more money than is necessary. 

By Mr. ELSBY: I do not know that the railway company are rated upon 
£10,000. I think the amount of the rates levied by the commissioners may 
be 3s. 1d. in the pound. I do not know what the poor-rates are in addition 
as I live in an out-township. ‘ 

By Mr. Venastes: I have been told that 
the power to supply water to Claughton. I know Mr. Jackson has a 
great deal of property there. The bond debt of the commissioners was 
incurred long ago. [ am informed that it has decreased of late. Having 
to administer the affairs of Birkenhead with a heavy debt upon them, I con- 
sider the present commissioners have done so judiciously and ec ically. 


the company have not 


this, seeing that such powers were absolutely necessary for the efficient | 


| reference to a supply of water. 








should be a better supply. 

Re-examined by Mr. Venasies: I do not know that the outlying districts 
are to be supplied with gas only if the commissioners get their bill. No re- 
solution was adopted at the meeting held last year that it would be expe- | 
dient to take the works of the company. The petition adopted stated that 
the company had not fulfilled the obligations they had undertaken, and || 
which were imposed by the Act of Parliament; that they had abused their | | 
powers, and applied them to their own exclusive benefit; and that, there- | 
fore, it was not expedient to entrust them with larger powers; but that, on || 
the contrary, the supply of water should be vested in the hands of trustees 
elected by the ratepayers, whereby they were convinced the district would be | 
supplied in a better and cheaper manner. I stated at that meeting that it 
would be right to take the works of Mr. Jackson at a fair remuneration, and | 
that the commissioners should be empowered to make additional works and | 
give a further supply. 

By the Committee: The affairs of Birkenhead were badly managed 
formerly, and expenses incurred for constructing streets and sewers where 
no houses were. The present commissioners are trustworthy persons. The 
inhabitants think the company’s rates of charge for gas and water are too 
high ; but while they are well supplied they make no complaints. The rates | 
are considerably higher than at Liverpool. The question of company versus | 
commissioners has been one of the questions at the elections. A few years | 
ago there was a good deal of money spent in these contests, and a great deal | 
of drunkenness arose out of them. I refused to stand as a candidate because 
of the feeling which existed. There is not so much now as formerly. 

By Mr. Pickerine: I am not aware of the company ever refusing to 
supply water. 

y the CommrtreE: There have been what are called Mr, Jackson’s party 
and Mr. Laird’s party in the town. The former were put out some years | 
ago, and the others got the majority. The great question raised at the 
elections was, ** Jackson, or no Jackson!” 

Mr. W. Grifith Leete, examined by Mr. VENABLEs. 

I am a broker, carrying on business in Liverpool, but residing at Claughton. 
I moved the first resolution at the meeting referred to. The petition then 
adopted stated that the present gas and water-rates levied by the company are 
exorbitant; and, notwithstanding that, thesupply of wateris most defective and 
inadequate; that it is not constant, but supplied at intervals of three or four 
days; that it is insufficient for domestic purposes, and in the case of a recent fire 
no water at all could be obtained from the pipes of the company. Ladhere to the 
opinion that those statements are correct. r believe that the resolutions pa 
and the petition adopted at that meeting correctly represent the feelings of the 
ratepayers. I think, also, that the prayer of that petition, if granted, would 
be conducive to the interests of Birkenhead. The meeting was quite unani- 
mous as to the expediency of the supply of gas and water being in the hands 
of a public body. I think the present commissioners very fairly represent the 
feelings and interests of the ratepayers, and I concur with Mr. Darbyshire, 
that the hostile feelings which once existed in the town have subsided. The 
debts of the commissioners were contracted many years ago. The present 
commissioners manage their affairs judiciously and economically, and I believe 
they are the proper persons to be entrusted with the powers now sought. 

y Mr. Burke: Phe company supply me with both gas and water. I do 
not get quite so much as I could wish, but still 1 have not much reason to 
complain. I believe they have latterly been taking means to increase the 
supply of water. I think the rates are exorbitant, but I did not know that 
the rates proposed by this bill on all houses up to £20 a year are higher. I 
have never known of any case in which the company have refused to give a 
supply when called upon to do so. I do not know whether in this bill there 
is any restriction as to the profits to be realized by the commissioners, nor 
whether they have the power always to keep the price at the maximum, and 
I have had hardly time to consider whether it is fair they should doso. If I 
were a large consumer of gas, I should not think it right that the price 
should be maintained at the highest rate, to enable the commissioners to 
meet their liability on the bonded debt. I believe the quality of the gas at 
Liverpool is very good—much superior to that supplied in London. I have 
not had any experience which would enable me to say whether it is cheaper 
as compared with other towns. It is supplied by a private company. I do 
not know anything about the supply to Meodecer, nor whether the profits 
there derived go in reduction of the rates. 

By Mr. Pickertne: Oxton and Tranmere are supplied by this company. 
If I resided in either place I should elect to be supplied by a public body, 
over whom I had no control, rather than by a joint-stock company, sup- 
posing that they charged a fair rate, even if I knew that the profits realized 
were put into a common fund and applied in reduction of the rates in another 
township. I believe the Birkenhead Commissioners owe a large arrear of 
interest on their bond debt. 

By Mr. Criprs: I presume a considerable expense was incurred by the 
commissioners last year in opposing the companies’ bill in Parliament, and 
that the present application will involve a heavy charge upon the ratepayers. 
I believe the commissioners have been to Parliament on some matter every 
year since I have known Birkenhead, but I have no idea of the average 
yearly expense incurred thereby, nor do I know how many bills they have 
got. The proposed rate in aid would, I presume, be laid equally upon con- 
sumers and non-consumers of gas. I think the great proportion of rate- 
payers are consumers, and they are all interested in the public lighting. If 
the commissioners resorted to the rate in aid it would be a charge upon the 
non-consumers for the benefit of the consumers ; and supposing the old com- 
pany continued the supply to the town as well as the commissioners, the 
rate in aid would be paid by the consumers of the company’s gas, in order to 
cheapen the cost to the consumers of the commissioners’ gas—that would be 
the effect of it. Ido not know that by this bill the profits are to go to 
pay the debts of the commissioners. I presume that if there is a large 
surplus they will reduce the price of gas, though I believe they can apply it 
to ether purposes. I do not think there is anything unfair in that. The 
powers of the commissioners to lay an improvement-rate are limited to 1s.6d. 
in the pound at present. I do not know whether they can, with the con- 
currence of two-thirds of the ratepayers, increase it to 2s, 6d, 

Mr. PickERING called attention to the 55th clause of the bill, as to the 
appropriation of profits. After specifying the purposes to which they should 




















be applied, the clause stated that, whenever the moneys received by the com- 
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missioners for gas and water should be sufficient for the purposes mentioned, 
it should not be lawful to have recourse to the rate in aid. With regard to 
that rate, it was true it could only be levied in Birkenhead and Claughton, 
and it was manifestly to the interests of the inhabitants of those townships 
to keep up the price of gas to the maximum, because the profits would go in 
reduction of a burden which otherwise would fall upon them. The outlying 
townships would, therefore, be taxed to the utmost for the purpose. 

Mr. VENABLEs denied that the profits would go in reduction of the bond 
debt. If the committee would look at the section, they would find that that 
was not one of the purposes to which they could be applied. The meaning 
was clearly otherwise, but, if words were necessary to be introduced to make 
it more apparent, they should be introduced. ’ 

Witness re-examined by Mr. Venasies: The present charge for gas in 
Birkenhead is 5s, 10d. per 1000; the maximum in this bill is fixed at 5s. 6d. 
I am aware that the company have no limit as to charge. 

Mr. Greer: I believe it was opined that they were bound to supply at the 
lowest price charged in Liverpool. 

Mr. VENABLES: That only applied to the public lights, and not to the 
private consumers. 

Mr. Burke: As to the private lamps, there isno limit, except in reference 
to dividend. 

Mr. Venasies: And the provision as to the public lamps, which is still 
binding, was limited to Birkenhead, and does not extend to Claughton. 

Re-examination continued: It is not within my knowledge that only one 
of the Birkenhead Acts has been obtained within the last twelve years. 
When I said they had been to Parliament every year, I was speaking of 
Birkenhead generally—the docks bills, &c. Ido not think the outlying dis- 
— would suffer any great hardship if excluded from the operations of this 

ill. 

Mr. Venases: The dates will show that there has been only one Act ob- 
tained by the commissioners during the last twelve years, and that this is 
their third appearance before Parliament. 

The CuarrMan: The committee do not quite understand with regard to 
the powers sought by the commissioners, whether they intend to do away with 
the company altogether, or leave them with a kind of concurrent power to 
supply the town. 

Mr. VeNABLES: They ask for power to buy up the company either with 
regard to the water or gas undertaking. With regard to the water, —_ will 
supply Birkenhead and Claughton, and with reference to the gas, exactly the 
same district as the company now supply, but only in the event of their 
taking the works not to come into competition with them. 

Mr. Dittwyn: L understood by the opening that the company had behaved 
so badly that it was inexpedient to give them additional powers. 

Mr. VENABLES: That was with reference to the gas. With reference to 
water, the company proved that a further supply was needed ; and as Parlia- 
ment had refused them the necessary powers, the inhabitants would be with- 
out an adequate supply, unless the commissioners stepped in to give it. 


Mr. Thomas Livesey, examined by Mr. VENABLES. 

I am a cotton-spinner, an alderman of Rochdale, and have been chairman 
of the gas company there for ten years. Previous to the year 1844 the works 
were in the hands of a private company. In that year the commissioners, 
acting under a local Act, applied to Parliament for a new Improvement Bill, 
| and in the same year the gas company applied for power to amend their Act. 
| The commissioners were dissatisfied with the company, and it ended in the 
| gas-works becoming the property of the town, and they were vested in the 

then commissioners. About a year ago the commissioners were supplanted 
| by a corporation, and the directory of the gas-works is now composed of a 
| committee of that body. Iam the chairman of that committee. The supply 
|in quantity has increased very much. In 1844, when we took possession, the 
| gas company were charging 7s. a 1000 to private consumers, and what we 
|considered an extravagant price to the public lights. I visited the main 
| towns in Yorkshire and Lancashire and ascertained that fact. We gave the 
| gas company £26,500 for their works, and reduced the rates first to 5s., then 
| to 4s, 6d., and for the last two or three years have been charging 4s., with 
| a liberal discount to large consumers. We had originally a power to levy 
|a rate in aid, but have never exercised, nor are we likely to exercise it. 
| We had 800 consumers in 1844, and that number has been increased to 
'8000. The capacity of the works has been trebled, the consumption more 
| than that, and the mileage of the street mains also in all directions. When 
-we were before Parliament, the committee expressed an opinion that the 
| town should have the power to furnish the supply itself, and they adjourned 
two or three days to enable us to negotiate terms of purchase with the com- 
pany. The works were valued at £16,000; and, as the company were divid- 
ing 12 per cent. amongst their shareholders, the price was fixed at £26,500 
| by agreement. The whole matter was settled between the parties before the 
| Act was passed, and a month was allowed for the payment of the money. I 
|have never heard any complaints from the consumers; and, though we 
| have trebled the capacity of the works, the debt upon them is only £43,000, 
| We borrowed £30,000 upon them at the time of purchasing. Instead of re- 
| quiring the rate in aid, we have paid to the commissioners of the town 
| £14,000 for the widening and improving of the streets. Our accounts for the 
| last year were made up to the 3lst of March, and, after paying off one-fortieth 
| of the debt as required by the Act, the profits were upwards of £1900, which 
sum will be handed over to the commissioners for the purposes of the town. 
| By Mr. Burke: We apply the profits to local improvements, but we are 
| not compelled by the Act todo so; we could reduce the rates. The commis- 
sioners regulate the price of gas. We consider our price is low, and if we 
make profits, the public have the benefit. The public comprise some who do 
| not consume gas; but it is in almost every house, and out of the 30,000 in- 
| habitants we must have 6000 consumers. Our maximum price is 4s., and for 
the street lamps 3s. We did not make much profit for the first three or four 
| years, as we laid out a great deal of money upon the works. The company 
| had charged as high as 10s, or 12s. per 1000; and I do not think, if the works 
| had continued in their hands, they would now have reduced it so low as 4s. 
Their original capital was £12,000, but for many years they capitalized their 
profits, and their £25 shares were worth in the market £54 and £55. By 
| not dividing as much as they might have done, their capital had increased to 
£27,000, and they divided 12 per cent. upon the original amount. We had 
| their works valued, and they also valued them themselves, and there was not 
much difference between us. 
| By Mr. Pickertne: We use three-quarters cannel coal, and one-quarter of 
acoul got in the neighbourhood of Rochdale. There are large numbers of 
millowners at Rochdale, and we supply a large quantity of gas to them. 
|’ Some of them are in the corporation now, and were commissioners formerly. 
!|Iam one. The population in the borough of Rochdale is 30,000. It isa 
|| very concentrated district. The more that is the case, the cheaper we can 
distribute the gas. We supply outside the limits of the borough. 

By Mr. Monk: Rochdale is composed of four townships. Our district is 

nearly co-extensive with the parliamentary borough, but we supply beyond 
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ont oy spneneet. Rochdale has been well managed, and we have very 
ittle debt. 

Re-examined by Mr. VeNABLES: Taking the population of Birkenhead, 
which is the same as ours, into consideration, I do not think 5s. 10d. is q 
reasonable price for gas, as they can get their materials as cheap as we can, 
The price paid was upon 10 years’ purchase of the then profits, and there- 
~~ Lage £2000 paid to the vicar for some glebe land which we made into 
reehold. 

By Mr. Greer: Until about 12 months ago we charged the same price in 
the outlying districts as in the borough, and then an extra 1s. was put on. 
We consider it fair to do so, as gas when it gets two miles from the works is. 
purer, and intrinsically worth more than it is inside the town. That is the 
principal reason why we charge more. There may be peculiarities in the 
case of Birkenhead which are not in our own; but, as a principle, I think 
the corporation should have the power in their hands. There was a strong 
feeling on the part of the company against our taking their property, and 
some of the shareholders are not reconciled yet. During the old company’s 
time many millowners made their own gas; some do now, but the majority 
have given it up. We borrowed the money required, under the powers of 
our Act. We were in debt to some extent before, but we were in tolerable 
credit. There was a power to the lenders to levy a rate if we did not pay, 
but they have never had to do so. No complaints are made by those outside 
the borough about the application of the profits to improvements in the 
town. The corporation intend to reduce the rates there to 6d. beyond the 
borough rate. 

By the Cuarrman: It is to the advantage of the outlying districts that 
Rochdale should be improved. 

By Mr. Greer: We do not sell 15 per cent. of our gas to consumers in the 
outlying districts. Our annual production is from 70,000,000 to 80,000,000 
cubic feet, and our revenue something like £11,000 or £12,000 a year. 

f — VENABLES: The outlying districts would not be liable for the rate 
in aid. 
Mr. Joseph Craven, examined by Mr. VENABLEs. 

Iam an estate agent, and have the management of large property in Bir- 
kenhead and Claughton. There are 584 houses, rented at £14,270, upon the 
property I manage in Birkenhead alone. The value of the property in houses 
and land is upwards of half a million. I am alsoan owner in my own right. 
I know that the quantity of water supplied by the company is insufficient. 
The company do not profess to give a constant supply. tis my opinion that 
works of this sort should be in the hands of a public body. Birkenhead and 
Claughton are increasing rapidly. It is necessary, I think, to have power to 
levy a rate in aid for the purpose of borrowing money. 

Witness was cross-examined at some length as to the proceedings in oppo- 
sition to the company’s bill last session, as to the state of feeling in Birken- 
head, the mode of electing commissioners, &c. &c. 

Mr. E. Mills, examined by Mr. VENABLES. 

Ihave been a surveyor in Birkenhead for some years, and act in that 
capacity for the commissioners, I am familiar with the fact that the supply 
of water is defective. I have made application to the householders within the 
limits of the commissioners’ districts in order to make up a return of the 
quality and supply of water and gas. The total number of buildings is 4571, 
of dwelling-houses 4411. Of that number I have no return from 509. Of 
the 4571 there are 4125 supplied from the works of the company, and 231 
have private sources of supply. The returns show that 2999 have a good 
supply, 335 medium, and 730 bad. The population is 27,039 in Birkenhead 








proper. In Claughton the number of dwelling-houses is 177, public build- 
ings 2, other buildings 4. Of these 93 are supplied from the works, 72 from 
private wells or pumps; 101 return a good supply, 13 medium, 13 bad, and | | 
from 39 there is no return. There is not a sufficient supply for sanitary || 
purposes, : | | 
Witness was cross-examined at length on these returns, and on the present | | 
rates at Birkenhead, but no new fact was elicited. | 


Monpay, May 8. 
Mr. James Birnie, examined by Mr. VENABLES. 

I am superintendent of the Birkenhead police. Sometimes when a fire 
occurs the mains are not full, and I have then to send a messenger to the | 
works, which occupies about thirty minutes. There were 14 fires in Birken- 
head in 1857. It was impossible to work the engines on several occasions | 
for want of water. At four of them they could not do so, In August, 1887, | 
there was a fire at Woodcroft’s, in Chester Street, and we were there for 
nearly two hours before we could get the engines to work. 

The CHAIRMAN: The committee wish to know whether the point of the | 
deficiency of supply is contested on the other side. | 

Mr. WessTER: On the part of the company, sir, I may say that, having | 
reference to the state of things twelve months ago, the supply was not ade- | 


quate, but we have increased it very much lately, and I shall be able to show | 


that there is now quite sufficient. Additional wells have been dug, and ve : 


have now nearly double the quantity we had. 

The CuHarrMaN: We understood that you came to Parliament last session 
for powers to increase your supply, but those powers were not granted. 

Mr. Wexster: You will hear by-and-bye how that was. The view we 
then took was that we would endeavour to get an increased supply without 
increasing our present works. Having failed in the bill, we have been going 
on sinking additional wells, and have now an excellent supply of water. 

Mr. Hunt: Do you mean to say with your present powers you could furnish 
an adequate supply ? 

Mr. WesstEer: Yes, we do. 

Examination continued: There was a fire in December, 1857, in Sydney 
Street, and we were there in a short time, but the water was not quite strong 
enough, There was but little loss of property in consequence. In 1858 there 
have been six fires. There was one in April at a shipbuilding yard. That 
was on the 12th of April, a month ago; and we had to wait for water there, 
as the supply was not strong enough. There was a case on the 13th of 
January, 1857, and we were short of water for a quarter of an hour. That 
was a ship on one of the graving docks. I reported that to the watch com- 
mittee. Mr. Laird has large tanks for the supply of water to his shipping. 
The watch committee applied to the water company for a better arrangement. 
There ought to be a supply night and day. When a fire takes place in a 
high part of the town it is always necessary to let the engineer know, so that 
he may turn it on strong. 


By Mr. WenstEer: Mr. Laird’s yard is on the edge of the river Mersey. 
There are mains in his yard. I will not be certain that in January, 1857, 
there were mains in Mr. Laird’s yard, as some have been put down there 
within four months, There was a fire on board a ship in his yard, and that 
was 100 yards from the Mersey. The mains in the street were 300 or 
yards from the ship. I tried the mains in three different places on that 
oceasion, and I could not get water. I should be surprised to hear that the 
supply of water since then has been more than doubled. 
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Mr. 7. H. Galloway, examined by Mr. VENABLEs. 

I am collector and assessor of the Birkenhead Commissioners, I remember 
the election of commissioners in 1847, A large sum was received from Mr. 
John Jones, from £1200 to £1500, for Mr. Mallaby, solicitor to the water 
company, for rates not collected. The names of the persons whose rates were 

id were handed to the assessor, and their votes were taken. I have since 
ascertained that some of those who voted were not rated, and some of them 
voted twice. Mr. Brotherton made some statements in opposition to the pre- 
sent bill at a meeting got up for the purpose, and a petition was drawn up at 
the meeting. ‘The petition was carried round from house to house to obtain 
signatures. I know that a man was placed at the Ferry Gate for the purpose. 
I saw him after he had been there a whole day, and had got one signature. 
That is a place where many hundreds of persons pass daily. Ihave examined 
the signatures to the petition. There are 249 in all; 89 of those who signed 
do not reside in the commissioners’ district, and therefore are not rated ; 39 
who reside in the town are not rated; 3 signed twice, and 24 are publicans 
and beer-sellers. The gross amount of the assessment of the petitioners is 
£5396. The personal assessment of the present commissioners is £6085. I 
have wenines the requisition laid before the committee as to the election of 
candidates at the last election. There are 115 of them, and their assessment 
is £12,292. There are 40 owners and occupiers of property amongst them. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cripps: Some of the persons who signed the pe- 
tition may be owners of property, although not ratepayers. I did not com- 
municate to the commissioners that there was a petition against this bill. 
The meeting against the present bill was convened by circulars sent round. 
| I heard no person support the present bill there. There were two commis- 
jsioners there. After a petition is agreed to at a public meeting it is the 

ordinary way in Birkenhead to send it round for signature. The signatures 
to it were obtained in a very short time. I have no doubt the persons who 
signed the petition, although not ratepayers in Birkenhead, might be rate- 
payers in the township. 

y Mr. Pickertne: I collect the rates for watching, improvement, pav- 
ing, and lighting. I believe they are not all at their maximum. The maxi- 
mum of the improvement-rate is 2s. 6d., and it is now only ls. 6d. There 
| is a sewerage-rate, and that is at its maximumof 1s. There is a library-rate, 
and it is at the maximum of ld. The Birkenhead Improvement Commis- 
—— were formerly in bad credit. I believe they pay 2 per cent. on their 
onds. 

Cross-examined by Mr. WezsteR: I have been connected with Birken- 
head since 1846. received several sums of money in 1847 from rate- 
payers, and also from Mr. Jones. The latter amounted in the gross to about 
£2000. At the election of commissioners in 1857 there was a breeze, but it 
was all on one side. In 1847 they tried to get the management of the water, 
but I do not know whether they have tried since to get it. I received some 
money from Mr. Laird’s agent at the time of the election. Mr. Laird was a 

ublic-spirited man, but I do not know that he spent his money freely. Mr. 
ird was rated at an assessment of £3000, which is half the amount of the 
assessment of the whole of the commissioners. 

Re-examined by Mr. VenaBLes: The library-rate was voluntarily adopted 
by the ratepayers under the Act of Parliament. I cannot say whether either 
of the commissioners who attended the meeting signed the petition. In 1846 
the commissioners sought power to get the supply of gas and water into their 
hands, and the election of 1847 turned upon it. The majority on that occa- 
sion was in favour of the company, and the bill was not proceeded with. 

By Mr. Wexster: I cannot say whether the arrears of interest on the 
bond debt at the present time are £84,000. 

By Mr. Green: I have no record of the petition votes given in 1847, but 
I believe there must have been some hundreds, I believe the creation of 
those votes turned the election. The rates were tendered and paid at that 
time for persons to vote who were not rated at all. Mr. Harwood, who had 
the books containing the names of the voters, passed them on to me, and I 
had nothing to do but receive the money. 

By Mr. Hunt: The rate of 1847 was laid a month before the election, by 
the then commissioners. There might have been a supplementary rate laid 
a day or two before the election by the existing commissioners. can only 
account for persons being allowed to pay rates twice or three times over from 
the confusion that then prevailed. 

7 Mr. VENABLEs : The list furnished to me by Mr. Harwood was entirely 
confined to those for whom Mr. Jones paid. I do not know whether Mr. Har- 
wood was a strong partisan of the company. 

By Mr. Hunt: 1 have not had rates paid like that since 1847. 


J. F. Bateman, Esq., examined by Mr. VenaBLEs. 

I am a civil engineer, and have had extensive experience in public works. 

I was employed last od by the Birkenhead Commissioners to lay out a scheme 
of water supply for Birkenhead and Claughton. There is no difficulty in an 
engineering point of view in so doing. All the water must be obtained in 
that district from the new red sandstone. There is no area for collecting 
water in the ordinary way withinreach. The quality of the water varies con- 
siderably from the new red sandstone. In Birkenhead it is very good. It is 
within my knowledge that the population of that place has very largely in- 
creased. The present population is about 30,000, about two-thirds of which 
populaticn are pretty closely located, and the rest are scattered. I consider 
a proper supply for all purposes at present would be not less than 30 gallons 
per head per day, and that would be, for the present population, 900,000 
allons, Taking into consideration the situation of the town, and the pro- 
able increase in the number of inhabitants, I should think it prudent to pro- 
vide 2,000,000 gallons of water a day. Birkenhead will certainly increase 
very largely when the docks, which are nearly finished, are in use. I was 
_ during the sittings of the committee on the company’s bill last year. 
he quantity of water they proposed to supply was from 2,500,000 to 
3,000,000 gallons—their present supply being 500,000. That was Mr. 
Hawksley’s estimate for 50,000 persons on four days in the week only. I 
agree with the witnesses who have been examined that the present supply is 
insufficient, without reference to the prospective increase of population and 
||trade. Our sources of supply will consist of two wells. [Witness explained, 
| by means of a plan of the district, the position of the proposed wells.] I 
|| estimate that the yield of each of these wells will be, generally, 1,000,000 
gallons of water per day, provided they are sufficiently far apart. Weshould 
not think it necessary at first to sink both of them, as we anticipate we could 
get enough from one at present. When the second is sunk, it will to a certain 
extent drain the first. ‘The one near the head of Wallasey Pool appears to 
indicate a very large supply. I have already made experiments for the 
purpose of ascertaining the fact. We have sunk a boring down to the new 
red sandstone. The boring is of four inches diameter, and now overflows at 
the rate of 20,000 gallons per day, of beautiful soft water, of between 5° and 6” 
Fahr. This water comes from the red sand which lies on the top of the new 
red sandstone at about 90 feet below the level of the sand. Above that there 
is a thick bed of clay, and above that a stratum of sand. The water is quite 
pure before it gets down there. I shall raise the water by steam power at 
both wells to the top of Flaybrick Hill. The contents of the reservoir there, 
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as laid out on the parliamentary Lae will be 7,000,000 gallons. The top 
water level there is from 30 to feet above the highest ground in the 
township, but as the houses will be higher than that, we intend to construct 
a water tower, which will give a clear elevation above the loftiest building. 
The level of the water tower will be about 80 feet higher than the 
ground upon which the highest buildings will be erected. The contents 
of the tank on the top will be from 150,000 to 170,000 gallons, As compared 
with the thickly-occupied portions of Birkenhead, it will be from 120 to 150 
feet higher than that, and therefore from the large reservoir we could send 
water by pressure over nine-tenths of the buildings, and from the water 
tower over the remainder. The estimate for the whole of the work, sup- 
posing that the town had to be new piped entirely, is £62,500, which in- 
cludes the cost of the two wells, pens reservoir, pipes to the 
town, and distributing apparatus. In one place only land is allowed for. By 
postponing the construction of one well we should save £20,000, and, sup- 
posing the works of the existing company to come into our possession, we 
should save from £8000 to £10,000 in distributing apparatus, and it would 
postpone the necessity for making one well. I calculate the working ex- 
penses with one well at from £2000 to £2500 a year; all costs and charges, 
and with two wells, from £3500 to £4000, and, as the second would only be 
constructed in the event of more water being required, it would pay for itself. 
The present number of houses in Birkenhead is about 4600, and if all took 
water at a charge according to the rates in the bill, it would yield £7400 a 

ear; but the rates would probably not be levied at the maximum, and some 
Goons would not take water. The probable revenue, therefore, from domestic 
services would be about £6000, and to that must be added the sale of water 
for trade purposes, which in Birkenhead will ultimately be very large. As 
that increases the rates would be lowered in the hands of the commissioners, 
as they would only have to pay interest on the money borrowed. I am aware 
of the rates charged in many other towns, and, comparing them with those 
proposed in the bill, I consider the latter are reasonable, and not at all 
unusual, There are higher rates, and there are lower; they are about an 
average, and are considerably less than those of the existing Birken- 
head Company. I do not anticipate that any rate in aid would be 
actually levied; I am pretty certain there would not. From my expe- 
rience as an engineer, however, I think it is prudent on the part of 
the commissioners to take powers to levy such a rate, with a view 
to improve the security in borrowing money. In the case of many other 
towns—in Manchester, for instance, where 1 am engineer—they have no 
difficulty in raising money, because there it is a compulsory matter with- 
out limit, and it is a very favourite form of investment. In Glasgow, where 
I am engineer, it was estimated a few years ago in Parliament that the value 
of a compulsory rate was # per cent. in the market, and in the result we have 
found that to be the case, and we have been able to borrow money at less 
than the market rates. It is, therefore, of advantage to the consumer who 
is liable for the rate in aid. I have laid out my plans for these works so that 
the company’s apparatus, if it passes into the hands of the commissioners, 
can be used. We propose to give a constant supply. The gas and water 
accounts can be kept separate without the least difficulty. It is my opinion 
that, viewed in the interests of the ratepayers, the commissioners are right 
in applying to Parliament to get the supply of gas and water into their own 

ands. 

By Mr. Cripps: There is no necessary connexion between the gas and 
water departments. With reference to the rate in aid, my answer refers 
entirely to the water question, though of course the principle is applicable to 
any purpose for which the commissioners may require money. I think it 
would be imprudent to sink both wells at once. The immediate requirements 
are not so great as they will be by-and-bye. The first well would be probably 
the one on Flaybrick Hill, but it is comparatively of littie consequence which. 
The clay through which my boring is made is about 20 feet thick. The sand 
from which the water comes is below that. There is a stratum of sand above 
the clay, and it would be necessary to construct some works for keeping out 
the water from the sand. That stratum is only 5 feet 10 inches in depth, 
and the expenses of the necessary works, which would not be difficult of con- 
struction, are included in my estimate. We came to the surface of the rock 
at about 98 feet from the surface of the ground. We only went two feet into 
the rock. The water comes from the stratum of sand that lies on the top. 
I have made no borings at Flaybrick Hill; it is new red sandstone there up 
to the surface. At the head of Wallasey Pool the new red sandstone is 
covered with clay and soil. It was not necessary to bore at the other place. 
I do not know which division of the new red sandstone it is. 


By Mr. Wenster: I have estimated for the pumping station at Beaufort 
Street, near the head of the Pool, £15000, and the same sum for the one at 
Flaybrick Hill. The cost of the land is included in the estimate for Beaufort 
Street, and of the water-tower at Flaybrick Hill. The land required there, 
which is about an acre, belongs to the commissioners. 

Mr. Wexsster: What do you estimate for the purchase of land? 

Mr. VENABLES objected to this question, as the answer to it might em- 
barrass subsequeut negotiations. 

By Mr. Wesster: I do not know that the land belongs to Mr. Laird, who 
is the chairman of the commissioners, 

Mr. VeNABLES: My friend is quite mistaken in supposing that it is—Mr, 
Laird repudiates it. 

Cross-examination resumed: The pipes from Beaufort Street to Flaybrick 
Hill are estimated at £3237. 10s., and the reservoir at the latter place at 
£4000; the a geted the present works of the Company, £4550; and the re- 
mainder of the pipes, including those for general distribution, at £15,000. 
That makes £56,787. 10s., and I add to that 10 per cent. for contingencies, 
making in the whole, £62,500. I have estimated for taking the pipes to 
the company’s works in anticipation of the commissioners purchasing 
them. tt carried out singly, however, our proposed works would be sufli- 
cient. I had nothing to do with an advertisement respecting the Birkenhead 
Gas Company in November, 1857, nor with advising persons there to get up 
another company. I do not know whether Mr. Hawksley’s evidence last 
year before the committee went to the supply of water to a district co-exten- 
sive with that supplied with gas, but I thiuk it did. I have heard that the gas 
district extends to some 16 other townships. It might be a useful arrange- 
ment, but it is by no means a necessary one, to make the two co-extensive. 
In Manchester, at the present time, the gas pays about £20,000 a year to the 
water. The taking of gas there is voluntary, but the rates for water are 
compulsory. That may be the state of things in Oxton if this bill passes, 

By the CoarrMAN: The difference between the level of the reservoirs of 
the proposed and the existing works is about 60 feet; the water-towers will 
be 60 feet higher. 

By Mr. Wetssy: I have not considered what the requirements of the 
railway company may be, nor have I the materials for making the calcula- 
tion. The supply would be voluntary for all purposes, whether domestic or 
otherwise. I am quite of opinion that the rate in aid would not be required. 
I do not think the commissioners, if this Act passes, could apply it to paying 
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interest on general mortgages, but only on such mortgages as were made for 
obtaining money for these particular works. 

By Mr. Pickermse: Under this Act the commissioners will have power to 
raise £125,000. Of this sum £62,500 will be required for the proposed 
water-works; there will also be the necessary expenses of getting this —_ 
and the gradual extension of the works, Money will have to be borrowe 
during the progress of the works, the interest on which would, I suppose, be 

id by means of a rate in aid. 

Re-examined by Mr. VENABLEs: Supposing the rate in aid were so re- 

uired before any rental accrued, it is only what occurs in all similar cases. 
iy advice would be that the commissioners should get possession of the com- 

any’s works, and that would get rid of a considerable part of my estimate. 
ce then a portion of the proposed works should be executed at once. As- 
suming the company, by any additional works, could give a million gallons, 
I think still provision should be made for an additional supply, because that 
is the minimum quantity required. The company have no power whatever 
to supply Claughton. Practically, the present works do supply Claughton 
by pressure, but we could do it by gravitation. There would be considerable 
delay in extinguishing a fire at Claughton, especially at night, at the present 
time. 

By Mr. WensTER: Our reservoir would be 20 feet higher than the highest 
ground built on in Claughton. 

By Mr. Jonnstone: Our reservoir will be 30 feet higher than any ground 
built on in Claughton, and our water-tower will be some 60 feet above that. 

By the CommitrzE: I am concerned for the corporation of Manchester, 
who have the supply of water in their own hands, and the gas-works to a 
certain extent, as representing former commissioners of the township. The 
profit made on gas there is at present about £40,000; but, as the water-works 


‘have been recently constructed for the supply of the surrounding townships, a 


moiety of the profit of the gas-works is devoted to the payment of the money 
borrowed for the construction of the water-works, The price of gas there is 
about 4s. 6d. or 5s. per 1000 feet. The other moiety goes towards widening 
the streets and other improvements in the township of Manchester. 

Mr. Jills was recalled to explain certain points as to the present district 
supplied, by reference to a tinted map ; also as to the population, &c. 

Mr. Dugald Campbell, examined by Mr. JounsTONE. 

I am an analytical chemist at Brompton Hospital. I have been supplied 
with three specimens of water taken from the borings at Birkenhead, called 
Nos. 1, 2, 3. They were forwarded to me by Mr. Bateman, I have analyzed 
them, and found the following results :— 

Substances in Water. No. 1 No. 2. No. 3 





Total solid contents, per gallon . . 11°92 grs. . 1376grs. . , 12°40grs. 
Consisting of— 
Matter volatilized at red heat. . . . 1°84,, « « CBw e « SBS 
ee ee, Oe, 
Sesqui oxide ofiron. . ... . . O'18,, » « Cn « = Wa 
Carbonate oflime ...... . 2°86,, : ~~ ees c«w Re 
Sulphate oflime. . .... . . 2°24,, . « Bw . « RS, 
Magnesiansalts. . ...... Il, s « SB ea <= ee 
Chloride of sodium (common salt) . . 2°37,, . . 2°33,, . . 2°38,, 
Degrees of hardness , 5'83grs. . . 6'63grs. . . 5°89grs. 


The quality of water in the whole of them is very good, but, if anything, I 
should give the preference to No. 1 and No. 3, as they have less solid.matter, 
less degrees of hardness, and less organic matter. They are all very good 
waters for domestic purposes. I have examined the water of nearly all the 
principal towns in the kingdom, and can speak with confidence of the quality 
of them. 

Mr. BaTEMAN said Nos. 1 and 3 were from the borings at the head of 
Wallasey Pool, on different days; and No. 2 from the existing company’s 
supply, taken out of the covered cistern in the market-place. 

Thomas Greaves Barlow, Esq., examined by Mr. JoHNSTONE. 

Iam a civil and consulting engineer of some thirty years’ experience. I 
have been extensively engaged in the erection and management of gas-works 
in this country, on the Continent, and in America, during the whole of that 
period. I am practically acquainted with the conditions on which gas is sup- 
plied in almost all the large towns in England, with the quality of the vari- 
ous kinds of coal used in the manufacture, with the quality and ——- of 
the gas produced from each, and the cost at which it is supplied. I am per- 
fectly familiar with all these details. I have made a calculation, for the 

urpose of ascertaining the quantity of gas supplied to Birkenhead and 
Risnghten by the present company, and I assume it to be 45,000,000 cubic 
feet per annum. , 

By Mr. Venanies: That does not represent the total quantity which is 
manufactured; there is no allowance for leakage in the transmission to the 
consumer, which I take at 9,000,000, giving a total of 54,000,000 cubic feet. 
I have made an estimate of the cost of new works for the manufacture of gas, 
laying down 40 miles of mains in Birkenhead and Claughton, and, including 
ones incidental works, my estimate for which is £40,000. Taking 
the selling price of gas at 5s., 1 calculate the revenue upon 45,000,000 feet 
to be £11,250, and the cost of producing 54,000,000 feet of the quality 
now supplied at £7006, which leaves £4244 for profit, or rather more 
than 10 per cent. Having made that calculation, 1 should think it more 
advantageous that the existing gas-works should be vested in the commis- 
sioners, under sufficient restrictions to ensure against abuses. I am not an ad- 
vocate for competition in gas manufacture. Asthe town of Birkenhead increases 
new works will be rendered necessary, as the present works are pretty nearly 
at their maximum power of production, and some further expenses are neces- 
sary there. They cannot be very much extended as the surrounding ground 
is pre-occupied. According to my examination of them last year, I am of 
opinion that their present producing power cannot be much increased. 

he site proposed in this bill is a very advantageous one for the erection of 
new works, as it adjoins the existing ones. Mr. Hawksley gave evidence on 
this point last year, and he contemplated the erection of new works at the 
very end of the town for the purpose of lighting Wallasey and the district be- 

ond; but, if the commissioners’ bill passes, and the supply is limited to 
irkenhead and Claughton, or the districtsat present lighteu by the company, 
then the site adjoining the existing works is a very advantageous one. I am 
acquainted with the general market value of shares in this description of 


ty. 
Pr. Vanazeas : What should you consider to be the marketable value of 
the shares and plant of a company with powers to break up the streets for the 
pu of providing a gas supply ? 

r. WepsTER : I really don’t know what the general question of the value 
of gas-works and shares can have to do with this inquiry. I do not suppose 
the committee are going to try what is the value of these works. 

Mr, VenaBtes: I submit that it is very pertinent to the present inquiry 
when the commissioners, as a public body, are asking for powers to purchase 
the gas-works. We wantto ascertain the fact in order to form some approxi- 
mate estimate of the charges it will impose upon the ratepayers, so that the com- 
mittee will be able to judge whether it is likely to be a good bargain for the 





inhabitants. I wish, therefore, to know from Mr. Barlow what is the ordi- | 
— value of gas shares. 

rt. WensteR: Then I submit that it is very irregular, and you cannot || 
put the question. If we were before a jury or arbitrators it would be very || 
pertinent, but to put the question now is not so. Weshall have some gentle- | 
man printing a pamphlet containing the evidence given before the committee 
and parading it before the jury or arbitrators as the opinion expressed here | 
upon the value of the works of the company. } 

The Cuarmman: The committee think they should have the information, | 

Witness: The market value of such shares is from 15 to 18 years’ purchase | | 
of the average dividends paid. I have acted as arbitrator or valuer in many | | 
such cases. I am not prepared to say whether there are any peculiar circum. || 
stances in this case to take it out of the ordinary state of things. There are || 
some peculiarities connected with Birkenhead. I believe that an offer was || 
made by Mr. Jackson to the commissioners last year to sell the works at || 
26 years’ purchase, but such a price would be a most extravagant one, and || 
would have burdened the ratepayers in perpetuity with the payment of a very || 
largesum. In no case in which I have been concerned as arbitrator has more 
than 16 or 17 years’ purchase on the profits been given. That is capitalizin 
the income at 6 per cent. Iam acquainted with the Rochdale Works; [| 
was employed by the commissioners there as their arbitrator in an appeal | 
respecting the rates. Those works are managed as well and as economically 
as any that Iam ry poner with in the whole kingdom. 

By Mr. Cripps: I should think in such a place as Birkenhead it would 
be most undesirable to have two gascompanies. I object to the introduction 
of the principle of competition as it ultimately ends in combination, and, of 
course, burdens the inhabitants of the district with the payment of interest 
upon a double capital. Ido not know that before such amalgamation took 
place you would find an extravagant expenditure, but there would be an 
absence of ail profit, and there would be a great deal of bitter feeling on both 
sides. Supposing that either party had the power to fall back upon a rate in 
aid to make up any deficiency in their profits, or to maintain their compe- 
tition, the temptation to extravagance would be great, and the ratepayers 
would ultimately have to pay for it. 

By Mr. Wensrex: During the construction of the gas-works by the com- 
missioners the rate in aid would be required unless the interest upon the 
money borrowed were paid out of the capital. Any money raised must be by 
borrowing upon the credit of the ratein aid. I have ascertained by the share | 
lists that the market value of shares is from 15 to 18 years’ purchase. My | 
answer did not refer to the value of the gas-works, but to the market value 
of shares. This is not the first time I have been examined on this question. | | 
I was not examined upon it in 1847. My opinion in reference to the ma- || 
nagement of gas-works by commissioners is this:—I contend that unless they || 
are put under similar obligations to those which are imposed upon companies || 
it is not advisable; but I must explain how the present system operates. || 
In 1847 an Act was passed, known as the Gas Clauses Act, by which a maxi- || 
mum dividend of 10 per cent. was fixed upon the companies, and that Act | 
has been incorporated in all subsequent Gas Acts. In addition to that, most | 
of the private Gas Acts have clauses limiting the price to be charged, and | 
defining the minimum illuminating power of the gas. These clauses afford || 
a protection to the public which they have not in the cases in which gas | 
is supplied by a corporation. At present there is only one exception in | 
which a limit is imposed upon a corporation as gas proprietors, in charging 
whatever they choose. The result of this absence of all control is, that | 
the supply of gas is made the means of taxing the consumers to a large | 
extent, in order to relieve the general ratepayer from part ofthe burden of his | 
rates. I find, as a rule, that corporations abuse their powers in this respect, | | 

| 








and charge a higher price for the gas than those companies do which are under | 
the restrictions of the Gas Clauses Act of 1847, The present price for gas at | 
Birkenhead is 5s. 10d. per 1000. By this bill it is proposed to fix the maxi-| 
mum at 5s., so that the public will have an immediate benefit. Under 
the company’s Act there is no limitation. Under the circumstances at 
Birkenhead, I think ds. 10d. is an unreasonable price for gas of that quality. 
It is a higher price than any I know of in any town similarly situated. The 
10d, per 1000 makes a difference to the consumers of £1500 a year, which is so 
much more than they ought to pay. I see no objection to these gas-works | 
being transferred to the commissioners if they are so restricted that they can- 
not get more than 10 per cent. out of the consumers. The operation of it will 
be this :—The commissioners can go into the market and borrow money at 5 
per cent.; they will expend that money so as to yield 10 per cent., and I see 
no reason why the ratepayers should not have the advantage thus to be de- || 
rived from the employment of capital raised on their security. In reference’ | 
to the question whether, as a rule, gas-works in the hands of commissioners | 
are well managed, I have had no other experience than the case of, 
Rochdale. I know generally what the income and expenditure of many | 
such bodies is, but as to the manufacturing cost I know nothing. It | 
is not the commissioners who will run the risk, but the ratepayers, and | 
if they choose to do so I think they should have the benefit. The taking 
of gas is optional. I should think in Birkenhead two-thirds of the ratepayers 
are not consumers. I do not consider it would be expedient to have a com- | 
pulsory rate for gas under ~ circumstances, but I would for water. I do, 
not see why £1500 a-year should be taken out of the pocket of the gascon- | 
sumers at Birkenhead in order to relieve'the mass of ratepayers who are con- 
sumers of water. I would sooner put asmall tax upon the whole of the rate- | 
payers for the purpose of meeting any loss in the water supply. There should 
certainly be a clear distinction kept between the proceeds of the two operation 
and one should not be robbed to pay the other. In the position of Birkenhead | 
it might be difficult for the commissioners to raise money for the gas-works | 
without a rate in aid. I know nothing about the credit of those gentlemen. | 
I see no necessity for a compulsory rate for gas; I think the prive should be | 
fixed on such a scale as to ensure sufficient to pay the interest of the bor- 
rowed money. There is a clear distinction, in my mind, between the prin- | 
ciples on which gas and water should be supplied; and, as I said before, I) 
see no necessity for a compulsory rate for the former, except for the pees | 
of raising the money necessary for erecting the works. It does not follow 
that the supply of gas and water should both be paying concerns. Water is 
required for sanitary purposes; it is given away, and therefore it is a fair 
subject fora compulsory rate. I see no objection to the application of any 
surplus profits of gas-works in the hands of commissioners to general pur- 

oses, provided the profits on the capital expended do not exceed 10 per cent. 
Pao not think that the proceeds of the water, if a paying concern, should go 
to the general purposes of the commissioners. I am aware that it is pro- 
posed to supply the outlying districts with gas, and I think the additional 
6d. per 1000 which it is intended to charge there is a fair allowance for 
the large expenditure incurred, and for the additional leakage which the 
distribution of gas over so large a surface will involve. I am not aware 
that the commissioners propose to tax those districts; I think they only 
take powers to tax the ratepayers of Birkenhead and Claughton. 

By Mr. Venasies: Whether or no the rate in aid would be required is 
entirely matter of arrangement. A very ordinary arrangement is that a 
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certain sum should be laid out by a contractor, who is not paid until the re- 
yenue from the works begins to come in; and it would be a matter for the 
commissioners to decide whether such a course would be the most economical. 
The money would require to be laid out by degrees. I see no reason why the 
commissioners or a corporation should not be placed in the same position as 
a company, and considered as entitled to make an additional 5 per cent. upon 
the moneys raised by them for such a purpose, or why the ratepayers at 
|| large, who pledge their credit as security for that money, should not do it. I 
have no doubt that, with the power of enforcing a rate in aid, money for the 
purpose may be raised 1 per cent. cheaper; consequently the power to levy 
that rate would diminish the necessity for actually doing so. The rate in 
aid was part of Mr. Jackson’s proposal. 

Mr. WeExsTER objected to this line of examination as irregular. 
|| By Mr. Venases : I am aware of the position of many other places, as far 
as regards income and charge, where the works are not in the hands of 
| public bodies. The town of Burnley is the only one where the commissioners 
‘| are under any restriction as to price. There they are limited by the Act to 
|| 3s. 6d. per 1000. When the Burnley Gas Company were before Parliament, 
Mr. Monk appeared for the commissioners, and they gave evidence that 3s. 
| was a fair price for gas. The company insisted that it should be 4s., and, 
while the matter was going on, they agreed to sell their works, and I believe 
|the maximum price was fixed at 3s. 6d. 
| Mr. VenaBres: Is Carlisle under a public body ? 

Mr. WEBSTER again objected, urging that the circumstances in this case 
| were wholly different. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee thought this information would be a 
| guide to them. 
| Witness: I do not think it is fair to give the prices in other towns 
unless the whole question is gone into—as to price of coals, &c. Speaking 
generally, I say that 5s. 10d. is too high a price at Birkenhead. At Liverpool, 
the price is 3s. 9d, for gas of a superior quality. 

Mr. Wessrer: That is a place with half a million of inhabitants, and 
here there are only 30,000. 

Mr. GreEr: But we have it in evidence that by arrangement the price for 
the public lamps was to be the same in each. 





Gas Clauses Act. The company was limited to 4s. 6d., and, when they had 
paid their dividend and created a reserve-fund, they were obliged to come 
down to 4s. Last Christmas they were obliged to come down to 3s. 9d. 

But a large proportion of the capital at Liverpool is raised at a less per 

centage, inasmuch as all new shares are obliged to be sold by public auc- 

tion, and the premium they bear goes into the general fund of the company, 
|, but bears no dividend. Recently, a large number of £100 shares were sold 
|; for £192 each. I should think that 10 per cent. upon the parliamentary 
| capital represents about 6} per cent. upon the actual amount employed. 
| y Mr. Monk: The price of gas at Manchester is ds. per 1000 to all who 
consume less than £50 worth annually. Manchester and Liverpool are 
|, equally well situated for obtaining coal, but Liverpool has the larger popula- 
|; tion. At Manchester there are two works—i.¢., one ut Salford, and, deducting 
|, the consumption there, the supply is less than Liverpool. The last time I 
|| had any information on the subject Manchester was 80,000,000 feet behind 
|| Liverpool. At both places they make gas entirely from Wigan cannel 
|| coal, which is the best that can be got for the purpose in the district. 
;; The Manchester Gas- Works are in the hands of the corporation, and, there- 
fore, not under the Act to which I have referred. There the price is 5s., while 
at Liverpool, which is under that Act, the price has come down to 3s. 9d. A 
| thousand feet of Liverpool gas is as good as 1800 feet of ordinary London gas. 
|| There is gas of the same quality and made from the same material in London, 
| which is charged 6s. per 1000, whereas the ordinary Newcastle coal gas is 
charged 4s, 6d., but the former is really the cheapest. Ihave seen the gas 
tested at Manchester and Liverpool, and I believe they are now of equal illu- 
minating power. 

By Mr. Wesster: I do not know at what rate the commissioners of Bir- 
kenhead are now raising money. 

By Mr. Greer : I think municipal bodies having the management of gas- 
works should not only be restricted as to price but as to quality also, and 
that clauses for that purpose should be inserted in this bill. 

By Mr. MargorrBanks: The leakage which I calculated upon—viz., 
9,000,000 in a manufacture of 54,000,000, is the ordinary one. We estimate 
it at one-sixth of the quantity made, or one-fifth of the quantity consumed. 
In some towns it is less, and in others more. In some gas-works in London 


1} 


turbance of the streets. In Liverpool it is about 13} per cent. 

maintained, but in many cases the companies coalesce. The Manchester and 
Salford Works are perfectly distinct. In London the gas companies were 
competing at one time, but they got sick of it, and have now mapped out 
the whole metropolis between them. 

Mr. Monx: Perhaps, sir, you will have the goodness to ask the witness 
, what was the result of that competition. Noone is more competent to give 
an opinion on that subject. 
| Witness : The result was as I have stated, an enormous escape of gas by 
|leakages caused through the necessary constant disturbance of the streets, 
|| through which alone some companies lost 35 per cent. of all the gas they made. 

They have reduced it now by perhaps one half, and what they have saved in 
|| leakage has gone into their pockets as gas sold. 

Mr. Greer: Has there been any considerable reduction made in the price 
of gas during such competition for the purpose of securing custom ? 

Witness: The principal reduction has not been in the price by measure, 
but by their agreeing to supply a man with so many burners for so much 
money, and allowing him to burn them as long as he pleased. 

Mr. W. J. Keightley, one of the commissioners of Birkenhead, was called 

and examined at great length by Mr. VENABLEs as to the liabilities of the 
|! commissioners upon their bond debt, and the resources at their command for 
|| payment of interest thereon. He stated that the total debts of the commis- 
| sioners to December, 1857, were £219,000. The unsecured debts had been 
j almost entirely discharged. The receipts from the Woodside Ferry in 1850 
were £19,214, and in 1858 they had increased to £30,645. The general 
|| revenue from all sources was £50,194, and that revenue was increasing. The 
; | township rates had increased from £7638 in 1850 to £15,337 in 1858. 
|| Cross-examined by Mr. Wezster: This bill had been brought before the 
commissioners by the parliamentary committee, but had not been submitted 
|| to the ratepayers. There are arrears of interest upon the bond debt to the 
amount of £80,000, and at the end of 21 years there would be £103,000 with 
interest to pay to Mr. Price on account of the ferry. There is no sinking- 
fund for defraying that charge. There have been some difficulties with re- 
gard to the sale of the commissioners’ and on account of certain restrictive 
covenants upon it, but they had got them removed by compromising with 
Mr. Laird for £1500. The parliamentary expenses of late years had not been 
so heavy as formerly. Bonds have been surrendered in payment for land at 











Witness : With regard to Liverpool, 3s. 9d. has been arrived at under the | 





it is 30 per cent. of the quantity made, in consequence of the frequent dis- , 


By Mr. Greer: I know cases in which there is a semblance of competition | 





the rate of 10s. in the pound, but he had not heard of any bonds being sold 
at that rate. 

By Mr. Pickertne: Last a the commissioners paid 24 per cent. upon 
their bonds. They ought to have paid 5 percent. It was intended to pay off 
the existing bonds by the issue of new ones, in the same way as the national 
debt is paid. Theres good reason to suppose that the commissioners will be 
able to pay up the interest on them. e interest on Mr. Price’s debt of 
£103,000 is regularly paid. 


Turspay, May 4, 


Mr. Keigitley rocalled, and cross-examined by Mr. Cripps as to the finan- 
cial arrangements of the commissioners. He stated that their parliamentary 
expenses last year were £2195, and it was estimated that this year they would 
be about £2000. He gave a statement of the annual expenses under this 
head for eight years past. In addition to these expenses there was the 
salary of the law clerk—£750 a-year. 

Re-examined by Mr. VENABLES: The law clerk’s salary, at the time the 
commissioners had the docks, was £1000 a-year. In April last they had a 
surplus of £8496 in the bank, of which £1493 was due to Mr. Laird. There 
were also arrears of uncollected rates £1742, of which £1403, due from the 
railway company, was under appeal. It is intended that these sums should / 
form part of an interest reserve-fund provided for in the bondholders’ 
bill. Exclusive of these, there was £4669 in the bank to the credit of the 
ferry account. Next year the surplus, with interest on the £8500, may be 
taken at £10,255, to meet £10,500, the interest at 3} per cent. upon the 
bond debt. 

By the Commmtree: Since 1850 we have paid off about £37,000 of unse- 
cured debts. The ferry is worth £200,000. 

Mr. VeNaBLEs said it was proposed to insert two clauses—one for the 
benefit of the outlying districts, to the effect that if the gas undertaking were 
purchased by the commissioners they should be bound, if required, to sell all 
their mains, pipes, &c., in the outlying districts, to any company which 
might be incorporated for the purpose of furnishing a supply to them, within 
ten years, at such price as might be agreed upon by arbitration, under the 
Lands Clauses Act. The other was a more important clause, and was to the 
effect that so long as the price of gas supplied to private consumers should 
exceed the price charged at Liverpool, it should not be lawful for the com- 
missioners to apply the surplus for the purposes named in the 7th section of 
the appropriation clause. ‘There was also an alternative clause, to the effect 
that they should never be allowed to apply any of the surplus to the improve- 
ment of the town. The real object of the commissioners was to get the ma- 
nagement into their own hands, and not to confiscate the property of the 
company. Hitherto they had had no offer made to them which it was pos- 
sible to accept, but if a reasonable offer were made, they would feel it the 
nost satisfactory way of settling the business. 

The CommittzeE stated that they should require detailed accounts of the 
commissioners’ expenditure hauded in from 1846 to the present time. 

Mr. JoHNsTONE handed in the office copy of the proceedings now pending 
in Chancery against the company. The bill, he said, was filed by the com- 
missioners against the company, and it prayed that an account might be taken 
of the net profit of the company since their incorporation, and of the amount 
now standing to the credit of the contingent-fund under the provisions of 
that Act. That, on taking such account, $o much only of the £50,000 as was | 
actually expended in respect of the purchase might be considered as paid up. | 
That the company should not be allowed to deduct electioneering expenses, | 
and that the profits derived from the sale of gas-fittings might be excluded. | 
That certain sums should be made good by Mr. Jackson, and out of the estate | | 
of Mr. Mallaby. That the company should be restricted from charging a | | 
higher price than was sufficient to pay a dividend of 10 per cent. upon the || 
amount paid, such sum being estimated on the footing of £16,000, and not | 
50,000, &e. 

This closed the case for the promoters, and the room was ordered to be | 
cleared. The committee remained in consultation some time, and, on the | 
parties being re-admitted, } 

The CHairMAN said: The committee wish me to state that they are pre- | 
pared to adjourn until Thursday morning, if the parties think it desirable, in | 
order that some terms may be come to between them if there is the least | | 
chance of a compromise being effected. 

Mr. JoHNSTONE said of course the promoters would do all in their power to | 
effect such aresult; whether they were likely to be successful or not he could | | 
not predict. || 

The Cuarmman: It. was suggested by Mr. Venables that it might be done. | | 

Mr. Jounstone: No one doubts that it would be desirable for all parties. | 

After some further conversation the committee adjourned. | 
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TuHuRspDAY, May 6. 
Mr. WELsBY said, the commissioners having agreed to terms which were | | 
cased to his clients, he should withdraw from further opposition to the | | 
ill. 
Mr. VENABLES said the parties had not come to any agreement upon the 
suggestions thrown out by the committee, but proposals had been made, 
which he would now submit to them. They were as follows :— 


Terms of Arrangement between the Commissioners of Birkenhead and the Birkenhead 
and Claughton Gas and Water Company, submitted by the Commissioners. 

1. That it shall be referred to Mr. Alfred King, the engineer of the Liverpool Gas 
Company, or some other engineer to be mutually agreed upon, to ascertain the 
amount of the net profit realized by the sale of gas (taking the price per 1000 cubic 
feet at 4s. Gd.) in the townships of Birkenhead and Claughton, and at 5s. in the out- 
townships, for the year ending March 31, 1858, after making due allowance for all 
wear and tear of works, and the renewal and reproduction of plant. 

2. That it shall be referred to Mr. King; also making allowance for wear and tear 
of works, and the renewal and reproduction of plant, to ascertain the amount of the | | 
net protit realized by the sale of water, 

3. That Mr. King shall have the power of calling for the production of all the 
books, accounts, and papers of the company relating to the expense and revenue of 
the undertaking, and of examining all the directors, officers, or servants of the 
company, and the officers and agents of the commissioners; and he shall also have 
power to employ an accountant, to be selected by him, to examine the books and 
accounts of the company. 

4, That the gas and water-works, including the land and buildings belonging to 
the company, be purchased by the commissioners on the basis of 16 2/3rds years’ 
purchase of the profits of the gas-works, and 18 years’ purchase of the profits of the 
water-works, to be ascertained in the manner above mentioned, 

5. That the stock of meters and gas-tittings on hire, and the stock-in-trade of the 
gas-works, be valued by two valuers or an umpire in the usual manner, and be pur- 
chased by the commissioners at the amount of such valuation. 

6. That the stock-in-trade of the water-works be purchased at a valuation in a 
similar manner. 

7. That in payment of the purchase-money of the gas and water-works, and of the 
stock-in-trade above mentioned, the commissioners shall issue bonds in a form to be 
agreed upon, and bearing interest at the rate of 44 per cent. per annum, secured on 
the works and plant, and the contingent rate in aid, as proposed in the bill now before 
Parliament, 

8. That the bonds shall become due and payable on Jan. 1, 1869, but the commis- 
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sioners shall have power to redeem the whole at par at any period after Jan. 1, 1866, 
on their giving six months’ notice. 

9. All debts owing by and due to the company, and the whole of the works, plant, 
&c., to be delivered up to the commissioners on the 29th day of September next, in 
such state of repair as Mr. King, or such other approved engi , may id 
requisite to meet the probable d ds for the ing winteg, with such retorts, 
heated and in good working order, as shall suffice for the production of the current 
demand for gas, and with the gasholders one-half filled with Fae 

10. The borrowing powers beyond the amount required for the purchase of the 
undertaking as proposed to be reduced from £125,000 to £75,000. 

11. The cost of the reference to be borne equally between the parties to this 
arrangement. 








Alternative Proposition. 

That it be referred to Mr. Alfred King, or some other engineer, to be mutually 
agreed upon, to ascertain the actual outlay on the works and plant of both gas and 
water. 

That 10 per cent. on that amount, being the maximum profit authorized by the 
company’s Act, be taken as the revenue, and that such revenue at 16 2/3rds years’ 
purchase for the gas, and 18 years’ purchase for the water, to be the consideration to 
- = for the transfer to the commissioners of the gas and water-works, lands, and 

uildings. 

This proposition is subject to the stipulations contained in paragraphs 7, 8, 9, 10, 
and 11 in the annexed proposal. 

The following answer was returned to these proposals :— 

Birkenhead Gas and Water- Works. 
44, Parliament Street, London, S.W., May 5, 1858. 

Dear Sirs,—We have lost no time in laying your communication of this day’s date 
before our clients, who have very fully considered, and have taken advice upon the 
propositions made by the promoters of the bill. We are instructed to say, in reply, 
that our clients are unable to accede to the proposed terms, which, in fact, deter- 
mine many questions in your clients’ favour, and prescribe conditions that would 
have the effect of unjustly and seriously depreciating the value of the undertaking 
proposed tu be purchased, and, at the same time, of abrogating the existing contract 
= the company, and thereby depriving them of all future advantages to arise there- 

rom. 

Our clients are not anxious to part with the property, the present income arising 
from which has only been developed after many years of risk, trouble, and anxiety, 
and which, in their opinion, now admits of great prospective improvement, both 
within and without the limits of Birkenhead; nor do they think that their interests 
in the undertaking ought, under the circumstances, to be exposed to any of the 
uncertainties attending an arbitration; but, nevertheless, in deference to the desire 
of the committee that an icable arrang t should, if possible, be effected, our 
clients will not object to treat with yours for the transfer of the gas and water-works 
on the basis of a mutually-agreed price. 

If, therefore, the promoters will make a distinct offer in money, or money’s worth, 
our clients will consider it, and we will, as soon as possible, communicate their 
reply.— We remain, dear Sirs, yours very truly, 

Messrs. Pritt and Co. t MACDOUGALL AND NEWALL. 

The following answer was returned to this communication :— 

In reply to your letter, we have consulted our clients, who regret they do not see 
their advantage to makea money offer forthe gas and water-works unless they are 
afforded the means of ascertaining the actual cost of the works, and their present net 
revenue and conditions. 

If you can point out that any of the terms suggested in either of their proposals are 
unusual or unfair to the company, they will be glad to hear your objections, and to 
give them their best consideration.— Yours very truly, 

Pritt, SHERWOOD, VENABLES, GRUBBE, AND Co, 

Messrs. Macdougall and Newall, 44, Parliament Street. 

Mr. Hore Scorr said the company were willing to receive any reasonable 
proposals which might have been made by the promoters of this bill, but 
those which had been submitted were so unjust to them, that he could not, 
without calling evidence, go into them in detail. They were manifestly so 
unjust that it was impossible that they could consider them at all. They 
proposed to strike off at once £2000 a year from their revenue, leaving them 
to take the chances of what they could get upon an arbitration, which was a 
complete lottery. Therefore, on the part of the company, he could not accept 
the proposals, and he thought the committee would find that the shortest 
way would be to go on with the case, and then by evidence he should be able 
to show the injustice of this bill. 

The CHarRMAN: Have you any specific proposition to make on your part? 

Mr. Hope Scorr said, without consulting his clients, he could give no 
answer. 

Mr, VENABLEs said the terms now proposed were the very terms offered by 
Mr. Jackson in 1857. 

Mr. Jackson said when he made that offer he was in want of money for 
foreign works; but since then his position was altered, capital had come in, 
and he now would stand by the terms he then made. 

This was the case for the promoters of the bill. 

Mr. PICKERING said he wished to call a witness or two before commencing 
his reply. 





Mr. Woodward, examined by Mr. Pickerina, Q.C. 

I have resided at Tranmere for many years. I have filled every office 
except one in the parish. Tranmere is the adjoining parish to Birkenhead. 
There is little difference between the distance of Tranmere and Birkenhead 
from the gas-works. Tranmere is very inadequately supplied with water, 
and the poor are very dreadfully supplied, being in many cases dependant 
on rain-water in clay pits. 

Mr. Henderson, of Oxton, was examined by Mr. Pickering, and gave 
similar evidence as to the great deficiency of water at Oxton, which this bill 
was not calculated to remove. 

Cross-examined by Mr. VBNABLES: There was a meeting of the principal 
inhabitants of Oxton held in reference to this bill, and it was agreed that it 
should be opposed. 

Mr. PickeRING, Q.C., as representing the townships of Oxton and Tranmere, 
said he was there to protect their iuterests, and he had hoped that the promoters 
of it would, after the proposal of the committee, have withdrawn the vicious 
principles of this bill and have made it more consistent with justice. These 
two townships had not much intercourse with Birkenhead, but the inhabitants 
of them had recourse to Liverpool for ull their wants, and were completely dis- 
associated with Birkenhead. They were well supplied with gas, and when it 
was put forward by the commissioners that they wished to supply them with 
gas, under the thin garb of public benefit, it was well known that it was only 
for their own private advantage. These commissioners had been incorporated 
for seven years, but they did not give any supply of gas to the inhabitants. 
They then entered into an arrangement with Mr. Jackson for supplying the 
town with gas, which agreement was to last for 75 years, and which agree- 
ment was confirmed by an Act of Parliament. But now they were about to 
commit a breach of faith, and to do a gross injustice to the company, who, 
having laid out a large sum of money upon their works, were to be deprived 
of them by a public body of commissioners, which was in an utter and hope- 
less state of insolvency. They had borrowed £103,000 on the Woodside 
Ferry, which, in 21 years from 1856, was to be paid off, with interest; and 
yet, with all their liabilities, they were about to take upon themselves this 
renewed responsibility. There was a great debt due on the bonded debt of the 
commissioners. 

Mr. VENABLEs objected to his learned friend going into matters of this kind 
as to the solvency or insolvency of the commissioners, as there was no alle- 








gation to this effect in the petition of those whom his learned friend re- 
presented. 

The CuatRMAN said the committee were of opinion that the learned gen- 
tleman had strictly no right to go into such matters. 

Mr. PickerinG said he had all along been cross-examining on this point, 
and the objection of his learned friend came too late. He went on to say, 
that he objected to powers being given to the commissioners to supply gas, in 
consequence of their unfitness and insolvency. The townships considered 
them to be altogether unfit to supply gas to them. He then commented at 
some length on the liabilities of the commissioners, and said that the bill was 
most vicious in principle and defective in execution, as far as Oxton and the 
townships of Sosunee were affected by it. The evidence was un- 
contradicted that there was an intention to charge the outlying townships 
more for gas, although parts of Tranmere were as near to the gas-works as 
parts of Birkenhead. He would now call the attention of the committee 
to the appropriation clause, and show that, by throwing the receipts from 
gas and water into one common fund, it was sought to tax the ratepayers of 

ranmere and Oxton for the improvement of Birkenhead. The people of 
Oxton were almost dying for water; they had not a drop that was fit to be 
drunk, and yet, with this demand for water, they were altogether left out of 
this bill. He believed that the committee had never seen a bill so vicious 
in principle and so fraught with injustice as the bill now before them. These 
pegs were told that they were to be supplied with gas at the maximum 
rate of 5s. 6d., but there was no chance whatever that there would ever be 
any reduction, as the committee would remember that a witness had stated 
that in Birkenbead nearly all the rates were now at their maximum. They | 
had heard from a gentleman from Rochdale, who was a member of the corpora- 
tion, of the advantages which had been derived there in consequence of the , 
supply of gas being in the hands of the corporation, large profits being applied | 
to the improvement of the town ; but it should be borne in mind that Roch- | 
dale was a large market town, and bore no analogy to the townships of | 
‘Tranmere and Oxton, which were agricultural districts, and where there was | 
but a straggling population. Therefore, he contended there was no similarity 
between the two cases. The case of Manchester had also been cited; but 
Manchester was a large city, and the hive of commerce, and not two small | 
townships. He objected altogether to this bill, for they were asked to place | 
powersin the hands of a body which were in a complete and hopeless insolvency, | 
who naturally sought nothing but to advance their own interests. This bill 
had been brought forward in violation of all good faith and honour, and it| 
would be for the committee to see if there were not some lurking and 
discredituble motive at work. And although put forward on the ground of | 
public benefit, he hoped the committee would be slow to grant the commis- | 
sioners the powers they sought by this bill, and that they would come toa 
conclusion that this bill ought at once to be rejected. | 

Mi. Cripps opposed the bill on the part of the ratepayers of Birkenhead, | 
and he said that they denied that it was for their advantage. It had not, 
originated from any public feeling in the town of Birkenhead, but from a’ 
committee, of which Mr. Laird was one, in opposition to Mr. Jackson’s party. 
The inhabitants did not promote the scheme,—they were ready to say, “a, 
plague on both your houses,” and do not make us be the battle-field for your 
disputes. There was a meeting of the ratepayers held at which this bill was 
unanimously condemned; and, although the petition was signed by a small 
number of persons, that arose in consequence of the shortness of the time al- | 
lowed to obtain them. No meeting had been called, or could be culled, which 
would have given any sort of sanction to this bill. The bill of last year was 
much less objectionable than this, for it contained no clause for giving a rate | 





| in aid, and it was a very bad bill. If that bill was a “* King Log,” this bill | 


was a ** King Stork ;” and, besides containing all the objectionable features of 
the former bill, it contained many others in addition to them. This bill had 
no public sanction, and as it was put forward on the pretence of a public be- | 
nefit, on those grounds alone the committee would be quite justified in reject- | 
ing this bill. Another ground of objection to the bill was because the come | 
missioners were spendthrifts, and had come to what all spendthrifts did, and, 
that was, a case of hopeless insolvency. Mr. Keightley said they would do 
better for the future, but that was what every spendthrift said. They said 

* Only do this little bill for me, and then I wili do better for the future.” | 
They said they could be put into funds by the sale of lands, but they | 
were about to ask lower prices for it, and, of course, they must have a de-| 
preciated value in their property to what it was when they were here last 

year. They were a body utterly unfit to be entrusted with new powers, and | 
the ratepayers did not wish them to fight party battles with the ratepayers’ | 
money. Another great objection of the ratepayers was the rate in aid; and| 
although it had been said by Mr. Venables that it would not be required, and | 
that it would be given up, yet Mr. Barlow, one of the witnesses called by | 
the promoters of the bill, in answer to a question put by him (Mr. Cripps), | 
said the rate in aid would be called for in the first instance, and that they | 
would not be able to commence the works without it. There was a great in- 

justice in persons being called upon to pay to this rate in aid for gas who | 
were not gas consumers, and it was a power that ought not to be granted. | 
They said they did not seek to call for it, but only to put it forward as a se- | 
curity to those who were willing to lend them money ; but would the shrewd | 
ratepayers of Birkenhead believe that, if they had this power, they would not | 
exercise it—that they were to be told, ‘Oh! it does not mean anything; we | 
only want it as a bait to persons to lend us a little money?’’ But he said | 
they would not trust them, and therefore they hoped the committee would | 
not grant them the power. As regarded Birkenhead, not one word had been | 
said about the supply of gas—not one complaint had been made—and yet the) 
commissioners asked them to give them the power of taxing the people to the 

extent of ls. in the pound. He had put before the committee but a few of 
the leading principles of bis objections, and he hoped that he had said enough 
to induce the committee to reject the bill. 

Mr. Bailey, examined by Mr. Cripps. 

He said: Iam one of the commissioners of the town, have been a rate- 
payer of Birkenhead for 28 years, and am acquainted with the wants of the 
neighbourhood. The commissioners are elected from lists submitted by two 
parties—one from the commissioners, and the other from the ratepayers. 
The principle of election was most objectionable, as it tended to promote party | 
interests. A committee of the commissioners of Birkenhead had the control | 
of all applications to Parliament, and only three persons attended. There 
had been a change in the opinions of Mr. Laird. The two parties were called 
Red and Blue. Mr. Ray was blue, but he was boiled, and became red. He 
could not tell exactly what colour Mr. Keightley was. The arrangements | 
as to the ferry were very bad. They had it for ten years, and lost £3000 a 
year by it. Woodside Ferry is a better, and a paying concern. 

The committee then adjourned. 


Fripay, May 7. 
The cross-examination of Mr. S. Bailiff was continued by Mr. VENABLES. 
On the 23rd of December a special meeting of the board was held for the 
purpose of signing the petition for leave to introduce the bill. Before any 
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important step was taken it was the invariable rule to convene a meeting of 
the board in order that it might sanction the determination of the parlia- 
mentary committee. On the 19th of March the maximum of rating was 
fixed, and that proceeding also was confirmed. An objection was taken by 
Mr. Bell to the unlimited rate in aid, and a clause was recommended for in- 
sertion in the bill which limited the rate to a certain amount. That clause 
was sanctioned at a special general meeting on the 20th of March, but I was 
not present. The amendments agreed to at that meeting, I understood, were 
to be embodied in the bill. I have never had an ey of examining 
the bill to see whether they were embodied. Since I came up to London I 
have heard of several alterations which I do not think were contained in the 
bill originally. On the 25th of February, I believe I expressed an opinion 
that it was not advisable for the commissioners to take the gas. don’t 
know that I gave any opinion respecting the water, further than stating that 
there might be some appearance of reason in seeking to obtain power to sup- 
ply the township with water, inasmuch as it is used for all sanitary purposes, 
and is a necessary of life; but as to gas, I considered it a marketable article, 
which mg man ought to please himself whether he took or rejected ; and, 
therefore, I did not thing that a public body should have the supply of gas. 
Lately, I believe, the company’s reservoirs Lave been overflowing. There is 
now an attempt to keep the pipes full. I believe they are full generally. It 
is impossible to keep them full always. The nature of the works is such that 
it requires some little time to make alterations, in order to give a constant 
supply ; but, strictly speaking, a constant supply is an impossibility, because 
a certain — of the town must be shut off at times, while the necessary 
repairs and alterations are being carried out. I think the pipes are always 
full now in the night time, and except when it is necessary to make repairs. 
They are not kept full in the higher part of Claughton, but it is a matter of 
choice and not of compulsion that the present company supply Claughton at 
all. I attended a meeting of ratepayers to oppose the present bill. 
there were about 50 
well as myself. He did not speak, and I am not aware whether or not he 
supported the opposition. I don’t know that he was present at all the meet- 
approving of the bill. 
r. Hunt: What reason have you for objecting to the commissioners as 
a body? Are they incompetent to undertake these works? 
Witness : I consider that the management of most public bodies increases 
the working expenses nearly 2 per cent. [Witness was cross-examined at 





some length by Mr. Monk, and by members of the committee, as to the pro- | 


ceedings of the commissioners. ] 
Mr. John Cunningham, examined by Mr. Monk. 

I live at Claughton, and have carried on the business of an architect and 
surveyor at Liverpool for some years. I am also a fellow of the Geological 
Society, and have been so for 14 years. Iam intimately acquainted with the 
district in which Birkenhead is situated, especially in regard to its geological 
structure, and I have examined it in reference to a water supply and the best 
points for boring for water. Iam acquainted with the works of the com- 
missioners to which the bill now before the committee has reference. They 
propose to sink one of their wells at a point near the Beaufort Street station, 
upon a marsh at the southern extremity of Birkenhead. [Mr. Cunningham 
pointed out the position of the proposed works on the map.} There is a rock 
there, which, from the evidence given by the commissioners’ engineer, is 90 
feet from the surface. The stratification between the surface and the rock 
consists principally of a bole of clay. Upon the surface, to the depth of 9 
feet, there is a considerable quantity of loose matter, which has been thrown 
there from the excavations in Wallasey Pool. Underneath that there isa 
bed of the boulder clay to the depth of 80 feet, mixed with sand and gravel 
at intermediate distances of 4, 3, and 2 feet, down to the rock, where there 
is a bed of sand about 2 feet in thickness. No doubt the site of the works in 
this particular locality formed at one time the bed of the river. The diagram 
which I have handed in to the committee is made from borings which I made 
myself on the north end of the marsh, about four years ago, to the depth of 
70 feet. I have reason to believe that the stratification is the same, although 
the depth may be different. The result of those borings was as follows :— 
Soil at the top, irregular, 2 feet ; peat bog mixed with clay, resting on a clay 
bottom, 4 feet; turf, intermixed with sand, clay, and the roots of trees, 
3 feet; red clay beds, mixed with sand and turf, 13 feet; quick-sand and 
clay beds, 4 feet; red clay mixed with blue clay, 10 feet; brown clay mixed 
with red, from 2 to 3 inches thick, and from 5 to 7 inches; apart 30 feet. 
That is not a favourable stratification for works of this nature. It is un- 
favourable, in the first place, from a large expenditure being required for the 
construction of wells. At a depth of 90 feet the difficulty of keeping 
the surface-water out of the sinking greatly increases the expenditure, 
which in another and a better locality would be materially diminished. The 
surface-water, by penetrating into the well, would not impart a brackish 
taste; but the water beneath the clay, being connected with the brackish water 
in the pool, would reach the well if the supply at any time became so large 
as to exhaust the legitimate supply in the immediate vicinity of the sinking. 
What I mean is, that if the demand exhausted the water in the out- 
lying districts, the brackish water would flow into the sinking, and 
render the whole supply unsuitable for domestic purposes. It would be 
necessary, therefore, to make a lining or coating in the shaft, impervious 
to water, down to the place where the water is obtained; but even then 
there would be the danger, when the natural supply was withdrawn, of 
finding the brackish water forced down. If the cakenstine power were 
greater than the natural supply, the brackish water would flow through the 
fissures of the strata and render a mixture inevitable; consequently, in this 
particular situation, I think you could not protect yourselves at all times from 
the possibility of the water becoming brackish. The physical conditions of 
the locality are decidedly antagonistic to a good and sutticient supply of pure 
water. Again, with respect to the quantity of water to be obtained, I do not 
think that the position is a favourable one for expecting a large supply. In 
the first place, the beds through which the sinkings are intended to be car- 
ried are composed of the upper division of the boulder sandstone. These beds 
have been thrown down, probably 200 feet, throughout the whole length of 


|| the pool along the side of Wallasey parish, and in the bottom of the pool 


there are numerous fractures which entirely separate the Wallasey side from 
the other side. Again, beyond Bidstone Hill the sandstone is full of faults. 
A large area of sandstone is required to get a good supply of water, and here 
there is not a large area. The borers for water at the Beaufort Street sta- 
tion would, in consequence of the faults in the sandstone, fail to obtain such 
@ supply as they would expect, and no experiment would indicate what would 
be the permanent results. At present the rock is saturated with water, and 
until it is exhausted it would be impossible to say what would be the supply. 
By reason of the locality selected, therefore, I think first of all that you 
would have a very limited supply; and when the present supply is exhausted 
you would have much less, besides running the risk of the water becoming 
brackish. The other works proposed by the commissioners are on Flaybrick 
Hill. The lower beds of the water stones terminute in an escarpment half a 





|| mile from the station, and are then drawn up at a considerable elevation— 
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about 200 feet above the level of the sea. The dip of the strata there is 
favourable, and also the general conditions for tapping. The rain-water, by 
a slow process of filtration, would, no doubt, find its way to a deep sinking. 
Yet, notwithstanding these favourable circumstances, there are objections to 
the station. It is not selected with any regard to the requirements of the 
township. For a few years an adequate supply of water might be obtained 
for the present population. It is ditficult to estimate what the supply would 
be. It would depend upon the depth to which the sinking is carried. The 
greater the depth, and the larger the volume of water that would be obtained 
from the strata surrounding the sinking. But that would be attended with 
very great expense; and if there are other places where a better and more 
copious supply could be obtained, I think it was the duty of the commissioners 
to have selected those places. A very great mistake is made by engineers 
—who are intelligent men generally—in not paying that attention to 
physical geology which, I think, is demanded from them. No greater 
| fallacy can exist than that upon reaching the sandstone an efficient 
supply is invariably obtained. ‘[wenty years ago a well 74 feet deep 
was sunk by the Apothecaries’ Company, at Liverpool, in Back Hol- 
gate Street, behind Bold Street, about three-quarters of a mile from the 
river, at a considerable elevation ; and yet, instead of obtaining a fresh sup- 
ply, the water was found to be brackish. The well was abandoned in conse- 

uence; indeed, the water was so much mixed with lime and other ingre- 
dionts that it was entirely useless. In the course of three months after the 
engine was fixed, we found on examining it an incrustation of sulphate of 
lime half an inch in thickness. The sinking in this case was made in pre- 
cisely the same beds as the sinking which is now proposed to be made on the 
side of Wallasey Pool. It was made under my own superintendence, and 
| was abandoned. Again, I may state that a well was sunk by Messrs. M‘Fee 
in Bachelor Street, off Dale Street, 84 feet in depth, nearly a mile from the 
river, and at a moderate elevation. That well for some years yielded a good 
supply of water, but gradually it became brackish, until it became actuall 
salt, the some as the river-water, and it was necessary to abandon it. No 
doubt the cause was that the natural supply was not sufficient to meet the 
demand, the river-water passed through the fractures, saturated the strata, 
and filtered into the ane. According to my opinion, the same result 
would inevitably follow if the Beaufort Street station laid down in the pre- 
sent bill were adopted. There are other instances which I can mention. 
Messrs. Earle and Carter sunk a well for the purpose of supplying their 
mills. For many years it yielded a supply of fresh water, but ultimately it 
was found to contain a large quantity of salt, and they were obliged to aban- 
don it in consequence. Some time ago I was called in by the Liverpool Cor- 
poration to report upon the water supply of the district, and among other 
wells I examined that at Bevington Bush. The water there was analyzed by 
a chemist, who stated that it contained a large quantity of muriate of soda, 
or chloride of sodium, as it is now called. Formerly the water was perfectly 
fresh, but latterly, in consequence of the exhausting process, the salt water 
has taken the place of the fresh. Again, the Harrington Company possessed 
a pumping station in Berry Street, three-quarters of a mile from the river, 
and not far from the Apothecaries’ Company’s premises. The station was 
supplied with large tanks, but during some great tires they pumped their well 
| dry, and expended the whole of the water in the tanks. Since then the 
supply has entirely ceased, and the station has now been abandoned. 

Cross-examined by Mr. VENABLES: I was present at a meeting to oppose 
the company’s bill last year, and I concurred in the opposition. The plan 
for obtaining the water under that bill was not substantially the same as that 
now before the committee. The sites were differently selected, though, not- 
withstanding, they were not so favourably situated as they ought to have 
been. Iam not inclined to say just now where we ought togo. At present, 
pumping from the sandstone is the only available source of supply for the 
district of Birkenhead. I think Mr. Hawksley could not have attentively 
examined the district, for he is too acute a man not to have seen that there 
are one or two positions which are most favourable fora water supply. I have 
no opposition scheme in reserve, but I have been employed to investigate 
and report upon the matter. There is a better source of supply than that 
which is proposed by the preseut bill, and Mr. Bateman ought to have dis- 
covered it. { have attended at the board-room, and stated my objections to 
some of the clauses of the bill. I expressed myself satisfied with the bill, so 
far as the interests of the ratepayers were concerned, with the exception of 
that clause which related to an uulimited rate in aid. From what I have 
seen of Mr. Bateman’s plan, I apprehend that be has not paid that attention 
to the science of geology which he ought to have paid as an hydraulic engiveer. 

Re-examined by Mr Monk: I think that the present bill injuriously 
affects the interests of the ratepayers, to a greater extent than the other, 

By the Commitree: I am not acquainted with the existing water-works of 
the company. I think the test of experience is most important in the matter, 
and the results of that experience, together with an examination of the physi- 
cal condition of the district, enable me to judge more accurately of the value 
of the present scheme. I have no doubt of Mr. Bateman’s ability as an en- 
gineer, but he has not had that experience of this particular district which I 
have enjoyed. The objections which I have urged apply more particularly 
to the Beaufort Street station than to the other. 

Mr. Hawksley, examined by Mr. Burke. 

I have been very largely engaged as a civil engineer in gas and water- 
works, and in the passing of Acts of Parliament relating to such works. My 
experience on my own account has extended over a period of thirty years, 
duriug which period I have constructed a great number of most extensive 
works, I have also been frequently engaged as an arbitrator in the purchase 
and sale of works. In 1846 and 1847 I was concerned for the commissioners 
of Birkenhead. My employment has been pretty equally divided between 
compavies and corporations and other local authorities. I have been 
frequently engaged in the purchase and sale of works from one body 
to unother, and have derived great experience of the general practice 
in consequence. I do not know, however, of a single instance in which 
Parliament has compelled a private company to sell its works to a 
public body. I never heard of such a case. I never heard in the whole 
course of my experience of a case in which Parliament has authorized 
a public body, at the expense of the ratepayers, to enter into competi- 
tion with a private company. I have never known an instance in which 
Parliament has sanctioned the compulsory purchase of the works of a private 
company by a public body who had a contract with the company whose works 
were sought to be taken. I have known several applications of that nature 
to Parliament, but never knew one to be sanctioned. So far as m 
experience extends, there is not a single precedent for the present bill. 
I have never known an attempt in which there was an existing contract 
| between the parties. In the cases where the works of private companies have ( 
| been handed over to public bodies it has always been by arrangement. The 

case of Birkenhead is a very peculiar one, and is so surrounded with diffi- 
| culties that it would be almost impossible for an arbitrator to make a satis- 
factory award. The contract between the company and the commissioners 
gives the company rights and powers over « very extensive district, and as it 
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is a district capable of great improvement and extension, Ithink the company 
are justified in anticipating considerable advantage from the continued deve- 
lopment of Birkenhead. For some years Birkenhead has been under a cloud, 
though, to a great extent, it has been a self-produced cloud. There is now 
a general improvement in the prospects of the town, in consequence of Par- 
liament having passed a bill placing the docks at Birkenhead in conjunction 
with the Liverpool Docks, and providing for the completion of extensive 
works, involving an outlay of a million and aquarter of money. Parliament 
has always recognized the principle that the owner of a contract should be at 
liberty to make all he could from his contract. I think Mr. Barlow’s esti- 
mate of the value of the works is much too low. It is much below the price 
which has been given in the case of the purchase of water-works, and is only 
about the value of gas-works where no advantages are expected to arise from 
the development of the undertaking.. The present gas-works of the com- 
pany are very good, and afford an efficient supply of gas. I think there is 
| nothing, either as respects the quantity or the quality of the gas supplied, 
| which could justify Parliament in taking the works out of the hands of the 
| company. In Liverpool the price of gas is very cheap, far below the average 
| of other towns, but in Birkenhead the circumstances are so widely different, 
| that 1 do not think a supply could be furnished at the same rate. Ido not 
| think that the company obtain any considerable profit from the gas supplied 
|for public purposes. ‘Their profit arises from the private supply. I, there- 
| fore, think it would be most unjust to deprive them of their works, so that 
| the profit from the private supply might be handed over to a public body like 
the commissioners. I am es acquainted with the supply of water 
| provided by the company. During the last year they have more than trebled 
| their supply, and bave realized more than a million and a half of gallons per 
jdiem. A still larger quantity might be obtained, but the company have not 
' sufficient power at present to lift it. The population of Birkenhead is now 
80,000, and the company’s works are fully adequate to supply a population 
of 60,000. So far as my experience goes, I believe that the management of 








that of public bodies, where every individual is desirous of seeing his own 
|, crochet carried out. I was examined in reference to the water supply of 
|; London. Many parties sought to vest the power of water supply in public 
mentary inquiry was to vest it in the companies under certain restrictions. 
| It is within my knowledge that the Birkenhead Company have ordered a large 
| supply of new mains, partly 15-inch and partly 12-inch diameter, and they 
|| should be delivered by about this time. I know the site of the commissioners’ 
| works, I have a very strong opinion, founded upon much practical expe- 
|| rience in other similar cases, that the salt water will get into the well which 
|| they propose to construct; in fact, I have no doubt of it. It is so at Liver- 
|| pool, on the opposite side of the Mersey, under geological circumstances which 
|; are very similar, It was a matter of evidence before the committee on the 
| Liverpool Water Supply Bill, that the wells there when pumped to a consi- 
|| derable extent drew in the sea-water. I believe that with regard to this 
|, company their supply of water was becoming too low, but as regards the 
|; supply of gas it was quite satisfactory. I believe it is in that respect as well 
| supplied, considering local circumstances, as any place I know. 
By Mr. Jounstone: Claughton is beyond the parliamentary limit; never- 
|| theless the company do supply it. My evidence last year had reference to a 
| district much larger than Birkenhead. I have no doubt that the contentions 
|| between Liverpool and Birkenhead have had a restrictive influence upon the 
, latter. There has been more internal dissension at Liverpool than in any 
| other place in the world—New York excepted. The Rivington Pike ery 
{| there has been a party question. Iwas and am the engineer there. The 
supply is under the control of the corporation, and it is not cheap in one 
|| sense. The quality of the water, both of the red-stone and of the so-called 
|| Pike clay, are very good. The one is a very soft water, slightly coloured ; 
|, and it is in respect to the tint that the discussions have had chief reference. 
|| The other is a much harder water, but exceedingly bright and good. [Wit- 
|| ness was cross-examined at great length as to his well-known objections to 
| | Vesting the supply of gas in corporate bodies, and as to his evidence in chief 
| upon the impossibility of satisfactorily arranging by arbitration the terms of 
| purchase when the vendor was an unwilling party to the bargain sought to 
| 





e made. He also explained the evidence given by him before the committee 
on the company’s bill last year, and his report, made in 1846, when the com- 
|| missioners proposed to purchase the works, as to the present and future 
|, supply of Birkenhead with water. ] 
| By Mr. Burke: The price of gas in Birkenhead would have been reduced 

before now if proceedings had not been taken in Parliament and in Chancery. 
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primary fracture which Mr. Cunningham indicated. We do not know what 
quantity we can pump. We have raised 1,500,000 gallons in a day, and 
have only pumped the bore-hole down 12 feet. The company have acted 
very liberally in laying down mains where required. They have laid down 
30 miles for the supply of gas to only a few houses, and also, though not to 
the same extent, for water. Some of those who are interested in the com- 
pany have large interest also in the town. They have supplied Claughton 
with water for ten years, though they have no parliamentary powers to do so, 

By Mr. Greer: When a full supply of water has been taken, the quantity 
consumed has been 700,000 gallons a day. a 

By Mr. Hunt: We are a long way from the sea. If we were near, and 
were to pump below the level of the tidal water, no doubt, by slow degrees, | 
the salt water would penetrate into the well. We have sunk rather less 
than 100 feet, and the water stands at a depth of 102 feet from the surface 
when we are pumping. [Witness explained by a diagram the operation to 
which he referred. ] 

By the Cuairman: Inreference to what Mr.Cunningham said as tothese 





underground reservoirs being exhaustible,I may say I have found, asq | 
general rule, that after a good many years of pumping the water becomes | 


equal to only two-thirds of the original supply. Our increased supply has 
not fairly come into operation yet. 

By Mr. Hunt: The company can now supply both gas and water equal 
to the present demand, and to any probable increase. 

By Mr. Greer: Since the original outlay of £15,000 upon the works, 
there has been expended out of calls and borrowed money about £109,000. 
I can give no reason for the 730 houses returning a bad supply of water, un- 
less I knew the circumstances under which the return was made. 

By Mr. Burke: Defective cisterns are one cause of deficient supply. 

Mr. Thomas Spencer, examined by Mr. WeRstTER. 
Iam by profession an analytical chemist, residing in London. I have 


| private companies, in reference to gas and water-works, is much superior to | had considerable experience in analyzing water for the supply of towns. I 


am consulting chemist to the New River Company, and am engaged by the 


| corporation of Liverpool in reference to the supply to that town. I have 


bodies, The attempt assumed various forms, and the result of that parlia- | 


conducted investigations in the new red sandstone in that district, in more 
than one instance. I have had good opportunities of making myself ac- 
quainted with the quality and quantity of that water, and am familiar with 


| the stratification on both sides of the Mersey. I have examined the water 


supplied by the Birkenhead Company. I examined it in 1850 in connexion 
with the inquiry then going on under Mr. Stephenson with respect to the 
capability of the sandstone to supply water, and I was required to report | 
generally upon the subject. I made another examination in 1851, on be- 
half of the General Board of Health in London. The result of my inquiries | 
in 1850 showed that the water supplied by this company was very pure and | 
soft—purer by one half than that obtained from the best wells on the other | 
side of the Mersey. The wells in the lower district, including those at Sea- 
combe, are quite of another character, and not nearly so good. In my report 
tothe Board of Health, I remarked—* On taking the average of the solid mine- 
ral impurities contained in these waters, we find it to be about 28 grains of 
solid matter to the gallon, and the average hardness was 16°. These figures 
fairly represent the quality of allthe water in this district—that is, the water 


of the lower district, not including the company’s works.” I made a further | | 


analysis for the purposes of this bill on the 3rd inst., and I collected a same | 
ple trom the company’s well, another from the water which they supply, | 
after it had passed through the pipes, and a third from the boring now made | 
by the commissioners. ‘The result of my analysis is highly favourable to! 
the company’s supply The water from the well contained 9°74 grains of 
solid residue to the gallon. The water from the house in Market Street, 
contained 10°80 grains, and that from the commissioners’ boring 12°95 of 
solid matter to the gallon. In this last case the organic matter, which is, | 


of course, the most objectionable impurity, amounted to 1-90 grains in the | 
' company’s water, at the weil it was only one quarter of a grain, and in the 


town it was only one-eighth of a grain. I mention this because the analysis | 


put in on behalf of the promoters of the bill shows a great discrepancy with 
regard to the quantity of organic matter, though we agree very nearly a3 
regards the mineral quantities. It was stated that the quantity of organic 
matter in the company’s supply was 3°36, whereas I only make it a quarter 
ofa grain. Finding this discrepancy, I repeated my experiment, and I find 


| that I have made no mistake. The only way in which I can account for it 


| I was consulted upon the subject, and I advised that no reduction should take | 


place pending these inquiries. 
| By Mr. Hunt: The Rochdale case is quite an exceptional one. The com- 
missioners there are the chief gas consumers, 
| The committee then adjourned. 





Monpay, May 10, 
Mr. Hawisley, cross-examined by Mr. Burke as to the mode in which 
he arrived at the estimate made by him last year of the value of the com- 
any’s works. I have been engaged in valuations under Acts of Parliament. 
t is usual to assign a larger value for a concession under compulsory sale 
than a voluntary agreement; but, if the works are fully developed at the 
time—that is to say, if the capital authorized to be raised has been expended 
and the works are actually supplying, then we take a certain number 
of years’ net income. If, on the other hand, the works are made with re- 
gard to a prospective increase, we add something to the present value. 
With respect to the Rochdale works, I believe at the time of transfer they 
were delivering all they could deliver. The company at Birkenhead have 
been ab initio a profitable concern, but not to the extent of 10 per cent. In 
the first year which intervened between the making of the original works 
and the contract, something like 8 per cent. was obtained on the gas sup- 
ply; the water-works were not then in existence. In 1846 the profits ap- 
pear to have been £3200 for both concerns; in 1856 they had risen to 
£9851, and they have increased considerably since. The increase in the 
| supply of water has been considerable. I was examined last year on this 
question. It was then contemplated to extend the supply to 16 other town- 
ships; and my provision was for 100,000 people, which is far beyond the popu- 
lation of Birkenhead and Claughton. The site on which I proposed to construct 
additional works wasa valley site about a mileand a half tothe south of Bir- 
kenhead. It is not the site selected by Mr. Bateman, but near that referred 
| to by Mr. Cunningham. We cannot always obtain such a situation as a geo- 
logist or chemist would select. The site selected by Mr. Bateman corre- 
| sponds to the one on which I purposed to have a reservoir. In 1846 we 
intended to pump from there, because it was in the commissioners’ juris- 
diction; but I should not choose it, though no doubt a good deal of water 
,| could be obtained there. The supply in the company’s works has increased 


i} since last year; and it so happens those works are on one of the lines of 





| 


is that the other sample must have been taken from a dirty cistern. It is 


now recognized by the authorities, especially by the Board of Health; and || 
there is an agreement made between them and the companies of Londen | 
that the water for analysis shall never be taken from cisterns, but from the | 
supply-pipe asitcomesin. The result of my analysis of the company’s water, | 


in comparison with that of Wailasey, is as 3 or 4 to 1 in their favour. I am 


aware that the company are increasing their supply, and it gives promise 
of maintaining its quality for a number of years. We always*find with || 
wells that are sunk within a town that the quality of the water fluctuates; | 


but when water maintains its qualities, as this has done for five or six years, 
and a still larger amount of pumping is going on, we infer that it is likely 


to be constant as regards both quantity and quality. I think the present, | 
supply is beyond the influence of the locality, as well from the fact I have | 


stated as from the geological character of the district. A large fault which 


exists between the upper part and the lower part of the township, shows || 


that the present well, if pumped considerably more than it is, would not be 
likely to be influenced by the water of the lower district. Judging from! 


the experience I have had in other sandstone districts, I should think they |, 


might pump with safety upwards of 2,000,000 gallons a day—indeed, I do 
not think that that is at all its maximum yield. We have a well, situated 
on the other side of the Mersey, which, taking the contour of the district, is 
more unfavourable, and at first we got 1,000,000 gallons a day from it, and | 


there was some doubt whether we could get more from it; but another || 


pump was put down, and we got a second 1,000,000; and I believe we are 
now pumping from 1,250,000 to 1,500,000 gallons a day. Certainly, the 
quality is not nearly so good as the company’s well, but at the time the! 
first sinking was made the quality was nearly identical. It has deteriorated 
since, in consequence, as | believe, of increased pumping. I have not} 
found it so here, and therefore | infer that it will be more constant. 
My attention has been called to the boring by the commissioners. Its 
inineral contents, independently of the organic matter, are nearly identical ; 
but then, when examined, we find an amount of common salt, not very 
large, but sutlicient to indicate proximity to the river. It is just such an 
amount as might be expected trom a boring in the old bed of the river, 
especially on the first sinking. I believe the hardness also is of a more per- 
manent character. The hardness of both is a little reducible by boiling, but 
the hardness of one—the company’s—consists of carbonate of lime or chalk, 
and that of the lower district of sulphate of lime or gypsum, and water con- 
taining that sustains no reduction of hardness in boiling. In 1848 [ made 
& report upon an examination of some 50 wells on the other side of the 
Mersey, with a view to ascertain the increase of salt in regard to the ap- 
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proximation to the river; and my report shows that in all the wells situated 
within half a mile of the river the sea.water is drawn in upon increased 





dinary quantity of salt was foundin them. Taking, therefore, the cireum- 
stances on the other side, and, geologically, they are the same, I say there 
is great folly in sinking wells there. I certainly should not advise it. 


boring is bad water. [Witness was cross examined as to the discordance in 
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pumping, though at the time those wells were sunk no more than the or- | 


By Mr. Venasues: [ do not think the water from the commissioners’ | 
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| an specific statements of complaints put into their hands; and they did | 


think it would have only been an act of courtesy, or at least fairness, if 
before the parishes came to the Secretary of State, the companies should 
have been furnished with the charges that were made against them. || 
The way they had been treated on the subject they thought not quite fair 
play. If he (Mr. Russell) was to understand that the memorial which had 
been laid before the present Secretary of State, Mr. Walpole, was the same 
which had been prepared for previous presentation to Sir George Grey, and 


j 
| 
| 
1 


who was then in office, there were several points of it which were incor- 
rectly stated. In the first place, it stated that the public were suffering 
from a monopoly of the gas companies, all of which obtained their Acts of 
Parliament on the direct basis of competition. Now, there never was an: 
arrangement of the kind. It was true that, in the first instance, it, 
was found that there was a monopoly given to the first formed gas 
company, the Chartered. Other gas companies were formed and obtained | 
Acts of Parliament, and no doubt competition arose amongst them after- | 
wards; but that competition was not enforced by Act of Parliament, but 


the results of his analysis with those made by Mr. Kemball.] The hardness 
of the New River water varies from 12} to 13, and is sometimes even 14 de- 
||grees. Compared with that, Birkenhead wateris very good indeed; but this 
|}must be taken into consideration, that the New River and London 
| water generally reduces some 8 or 10 degrees by a little boiling. The 
|\|hardness is due to carbonate and gocs off in the boiling; it may be 
'reduced to 4 degrees. I should say at Flaybrick Hill the water would be | 
|; much better as regards its permanently good quality. All the bed of strata | 
‘\in Liverpool from which the brackish water comes is in free communication 

















This went on till the in-| 





|! with the river—that is, there is, with one slight exception, no fault between 
the river and the wells. I have not examined Flaybrick Hill for water, but 
||from my general knowledge of the district, I should say it is a favourable 
| site; certainly more so than the one they have chosen. The Beaufort 
| Street station is cut off from communication with the river, but not from 
|| Wallasey Pool, and though there is a thick formation at the bottom of the 
|| pool, comprising, amongst other things, 57 feet of clay, there is no security 
||against the water being drawn in. If that bed were continuous there would 
|| be, but it is impossible to see how far it extends. I believe the water from 
i| the bore-hole flows over above high water mark. I believe the salt now in 
||it is not from an influx of sea-water, but from the rock at the time when 
|| the Mersey had its passage in that direction. 
|| By Mr. Wessrer: There was a similar gorge to the pool on the Liver- 
|| pool side, and the conditions were nearly the same. We have the same bed 
and the physical conditions being the same at the site of the commissioners’ 
boring, I anticipate the same results. 
| By the Cuarrman: The bed of clay is as good as a sheet of lead, if it is 
‘conformable. There may be faults in it not discovered, and, therefore, not 
indicated on the geological maps. 
| By Mr. Greer: If it could be shown that in twenty years the land all 
round the company’s boring would be covered over with buildings, and the 
whole of the surface-waters carried into the sea, then I think we might an- 
ticipate that their supply would not be equal to what it is now, otherwise 
I think it will be maintained for an indefinite period. The wells at Liver- 
pool which give the largest supply are not affected by sea-water. 

Mr. Hawksley recalled, and in answer to Mr. Grerr said: It is my opi- 
nion that the supply might diminish one-third in ten vears. 

Mr. Cole, examined by Mr. WerstrrR, deposed to the rapid growth and 
development of Birkenhead, and the liberality with which the company had 
met all the requirements of the place. He also spoke to the party contests 
which had occurred in the town in reference to the election of commis- 
sioners, the value of their land, and the impropriety of their undertaking 
|| any additional speculations. 
|; The committee then adjourned. 














Mliscellaneous Mews. 


| THE METROPOLITAN GAS QUESTION. 
DEPUTATION FROM THE GAS COMPANIES TO THE HOME SECRETARY. 
| In consequence of the recent agitation on the subject of the gas question, 
and the various misstatements which have gone forth to the public upon the 
| | Subject, the directors of the various gas companies supplying the metropolis 


felt it their duty to their proprietors, as well as the public, that they | 


should have an opportunity of laying their case before the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, with a view of meeting the allegations 
|| which have, since the districting arrangements, been made against them. 
|| The Hon. Spencer Walpole acceded to the application for an interview, 
i _ appointed it to take place on Tuesday last, the 4th instant, at the Home 
|| Office. 
| The deputation was introduced by Mr. F. W. Russewt, M.P., chairman of 
the Western Gas Company, and Mr. C. S. ButLer, M_P., chairman of the 
| Commercial Gas Company, and consisted of— 

From the CHARTERED CompaNny—Benjamin Hawes, Esq., the Hon. Col. 
| Browne, S. Beck, Esq., Lysons Price, Esq., Mr.George Lowe (engineer), and 
| Mr. C. Burls (secretary). 
| Imperra, Company—Sir C. Blunt, E. Vaughan Richards, Esq., and Mr. 
' Alexander Henry (secretary). 

|| Loxspon Company—Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Sprague, Mr. Wright, Mr. Hallett, 
,, and Mr. Hinde (secretary). 
|| EquitranLe Company—Mr. Holdship, Mr. Martelli, Mr. Kelly, Mr, Van de 
|| Wall, and Mr. S. Andrews (secretary). 
| Crry or Lonpon Company—Mr. Gray. 
| Wesrern Company—Mr. Crake, General Taylor, Mr. Orton, Mr. Simp- 
{| son, and Mr. Barber (secretary). 
|| Paexrx Company—Mr. Johnson, Mr. Gibbes, and Mr. Pridden (secretary). 
Surrey Consumers’ Company—Mr. Pocock and Mr. Boddy (secretary). 
INDEPENDENT CompaNny—Mr. Grattan, Mr. Townend, and Mr. George. 
CommerciaL Company—Mr. Wilson. 
Soutu Mrrropo.itan Company—Mr. Simpson and Mr. Livesey. 
There were eleven out of the thirteen metropolitan gas companies repre- 
| sented on the occasion. 
|| Mr. F. W. Russet, M.P., said the deputation which the Home Secretary 
|\then saw before him represented the various metropolitan gas companies, 
| and their object in waiting upon him was to ascertain the defined charges 
made against the gas companies by the recent deputations who had waited 
upon him from the various metropolitan parishes, and to state the case of 
the companies to him. He might observe that that deputation from the 
gas companies represented many thousand proprietors, who had embarked 
upwards of five millions of money in the manufacture of gas on the faith of 
Acts of Parliament. They had observed, from the reports of the public 
ess, that when the deputations from the parishes had waited upon the 
ome Secretary some statements were inade, especially against the Imperial 
Company, of a most flagrant and untruthful character. They also observed 
that, whilst the Home Secretary had expressed an opinion that a primd 
|Facie case had been made out for a parliamentary inquiry, he had called 
upon the deputations to put their complaints into some tangible form; that 
they should define the grounds of the inquiry they wished to take place, 
and then that he (the Home Secretary) would take the matter into con- 
sideration and consult with Lord Derby thereon. Now, on behalf of the 
gas companies, he (Mr. Russell) begged to observe that they had never had 
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of clay at Liverpool, and by excessive pumping we do get the water affected, | 





was entered into by the companies themselves. 
troduction of the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847, passed the Legislature, with 
a view of rendering the supply of gas more beneficial to the public, and 
no doubt it would be so. On the part of the gas companies, therefore, he 
(Mr. Russell) was prepared to say that they had no objection whatever to 
be governed upon the principle laid down in the Gas-Works Clauses Act of 
1847. Indeed, evidence had been given that such was the fact. Within the | 
last few years, one of the largest companies supplying the metropolis—the 
Imperial—had felt it necessary to go to Parliament for an alteration of | 
powers. They were fully aware that when they went to Parliament for 
these extended powers it would necessarily entail upon them the 
incorporation of the Gas-Works Clauses Act of 1847 with their own Act. 
Nevertheless, so willing were they to accede to anything fair and reason- | 
able for the benefit of the public, that they not only assented to be placed 
under the restrictions of the Gas Clauses Act, limiting their dividends, and 
other provisions, but they also introduced other clauses, which met with 
the express approval of one of the largest parishes in the metropolis, and 
which the Imperial Company supplied; namely, the parish of St. Marylebone. } 
The company cheerfully agreed that their dividend should be restricted to || 
10 per cent. per annum, that a person should be appointed to test the 
quality of their gas from time to time, that it should be of a certain illu- 
minating standard, that they should not charge an in-coming tenant for the | 
gas owing by his predecessor, and that there should be a limitation of price 
to a maximum amount of 6s. per 1000 cubic feet. Well, although the Im-| 
perial Company had the power to raise the charge for their gas to a maxi- 
mum price of 6s. per 1000 feet, they had continued their maximum price 
at 4s. 6d. Itcould not, therefore, at least be said that the Imperial Company 
had acted in any oppressive manner. No; they had felt, as all the other 
gas companies felt, that it was a sound commercial policy to let the public 
have the article they manufactured at a moderate price, and thereby 
ensure a large amount of consumption. That, he would take leave to 
say, was the policy of the whole of the London gas companies. As to the 
public lights, there was really no ground whatever for the outcry which 
had been raised by certain parochial authorities against the companies. It 
was a well-known fact that parishes were not charged for the public lights 
anything like the price which was charged to private consumers, low and 
fair as that price was. Then, as to the fluctuation of price, it stood to rea- | 
son and common sense that the price of the manulactured article must | 
vary should there be any fluctuation in the price of the articles’ 
from which it was manufactured. That was precisely the case with the| 
manufacture of gas. He now came to the question of the districting ar- 
rangements between the gas companies, which appeared to have given such 
great offence to the deputations from the parishes. In the western parts of 
London in particular, the supply of gas had been beset with great difficul- | 
ties, as well as enormous cost, in consequence of the immense mass of gas- | 
mains meeting and intersecting each other under the roadways. At Charing | 
Cross, he believed he was correct in saying that there were no less than | 
twenty-seven sets of mains meeting and intersecting each other; and it fre- | 
quently happened that, in seeking for leakages and in the supply of gas, | 
the greatest confusion and mistakes occurred, let alone the danger and in- 
convenience to the public by the continual breaking up of roads and escape 
of gas. But the old system frequently resulted in deep injury to one or | 
other of the companies themselves, arising from the circumstance of the gas 
being taken by mistake from the mains of one company to supply the cus- | 
tomers of another company. This was found frequently to be the case. 
These circumstances, coupled with the fact that there was a much greater 
amount of mains sunk as capital than there would be under other arrange- | 
ments, and a vast amount of property wasted—that there would be less | 
leakage if a different system was adopted, as well as a stop put, to a vast 
} 


extent, to the great annoyance to which the public were continually being 
subjected by the breaking up of the public roads—negotiations were en- | 
tered into between them with a view to some arrangement. The basis | 
of that arrangement was to introduce a system of economy in the distri- | 
bution of gas. without ruinous competition throughout the metropolis, 
and with a desire to act beneficially to the public rather than other- 
wise. These were the circumstances and the views which induced the 
districting arrangements between the metropolitan gas companies; and, 
acting upon the principle that it was the wisest policy to charge as low a 
price as possible for the article, as it would induce a larger amount of trade, 
and pay the best, they had not attempted to increase the price. It must 
be obvious that the greater the mileage of a gas company’s mains the more 
leakage they were sure to encounter, and thus have to sustain a far greater 
loss. The restriction of district in that respect had, therefore, proved a 
greater advantage to the companies, and had tended to greater economy | 
and a lessening of expense, and, consequently, tended to prevent anything | 
like an increase of price. So far from there being any intention on the | 
part of the gas companies, by reason of these districting arrangements, to 
raise their price from the reduction in the amount of buried capital it had | 
produced, and the general economy it had effected, hopes were entertained | 
that the result might be, if not to give the gas supply at a reduced price, | 
certainly not to advance the present price of gas. (Hear, hear.) These, ' 
then, were the facts. No case had yet been proved where any one of the! 
metropolitan gas companies had failed in the duties imposed on it by Par- | 
liament. The deputations from the parishes had not attempted to point 
out one single case in which the parishes had been charged so high a price 
for their gas as the ordinary customers; and the authorities were them- 
selves well aware that the object of the companies in withdrawing duplicate 
mains from some districts had been to keep down the price. As instances, | 
the tenders for the parishes of St. Pancras, St. Martin-in-the-Fields, 
Chelsea, and other places where the contracts had fallen in since the 
arrangements referred to, had all been made at the same price as that at 
which they previously existed. The price to private consumers also re- 
mained in every parish at the same rate, and the companies had no inten- 
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the Home Secretary clearly to understand that the gas companies were not 
open to the charge of calling upon an in-coming tenant to pay for the gas 
of an out-going tenant, except in cases of collusion to defraud the com- 
pany. This, therefore, being the real state of the case, as none of the com- 
panies had violated their Acts of Parliament, had broken their contracts 
with the parishes, or attempted to obtain an unfair price for their gas, 
and, as none of them now paid the limited dividend recognized by Parlia- 
ment, and some of them less than 5 per cent. for the whole of their capital 
embarked in trade, he had to submit, on the part of the deputation, that it 
would only be fair that the charges it might be desired to bring against them 
should be defined. It was not usual to grant committees upon ex parte 
statements, more especially affecting a great commercial interest, as it would 
have a tendency to create great alarm upon the owners of gas property, and 
cast an unmerited slur upon its management. He (Mr. Russell) would ven- 
ture to submit that, taking all the facts into consideration, so far from the 
arrangements of the gas companies being prejudicial, it was an advantage to 
the public. At the same time, so confident were the companies of the 
honesty and integrity of their case, that they did not fear any deputation 
from the parishes going with their case before any fairly-constituted and dis- 
passionate committee of Parliament. Indeed, he (Mr. Russell) had no hesi- 
tation in saying that they courted inquiry, and that he, on their behalf, 
would have no hesitation in supporting a motion for a fair and dispassionate 
committee of the House of Commons. (“ Hear, hear” from the deputation.) 

Mr. WALPOLE: I am not going to offer my own opinion upon the subject, 
but one of the great points which the deputations from the parishes en- 
forced, and upon which I was induced to say there was prima facie evi- 
dence for a committee of inquiry, is this:—They say that, under the present 
position of the gas companies, they are not bound to supply a district or 


they call upon the Government and Parliament to compel the companies 
to give a supply, when required, at their then current price; that is, at the 
price at which they are then generally supplying their gas. 

Mr. Russetu: In answer to that I beg to remark that it would obviously 
be so directly against the direct interests of a company to refuse to light 
either a district or an individual, unless under most unreasonable circum- 
stances, that it is scarcely likely that any company would take such a step. 
On the other hand, I think that it would be unreasonable that a company 
should be called upon to lay miles of mains at enormous expense to light 
a bye-district of fields, where there is no profit. 

Mr. Warote: Well, that is one of the complaints; and another is, that 
by this junction effected between the gas companies, you have completely 
destroyed competition. Upon these two points, therefore, I was induced to 
say that I thought the deputations from the parishes had made out a prima 
Jacie case. I abstain, and I am sure you will coincide with me in doing so, 
from giving you any opinion about the case; but there is one point upon 
which I agree with you, and that is, that if we are to have a committee, it 
is only due to the gas companies that it should be a fair and dispassionate 
— and I will use my best endeavours to obtain such a committee 

or you. 

Mr. RussEx: In that case, I shall have no objection myself to second the 
motion for a committee, fully assured as I am that the gas companies have 
nothing to fear from the ordeal. I have only now to thank you for the 
courtesy and attention with which you have listened to the statements laid 
before you. 

The deputation then retired. 


MEETING OF THE DELEGATES TO DRAW UP A BASIS OF INQUIRY. 

The delegates from the metropolitan parishes assembled at the Court 
House, Marylebone, on Thursday last, for the purpose of drawing up sug- 
gestions to lay before the metropolitan Members of Parliament as the basis 
upon which a committee of the House of Commons should be appointed to 
inquire into the gas question. 

Dr. BACHHOFFNER presided, and offered to the meeting the following as 
his suggestions :— 

1. That the quality of the gas, as regards its illuminating power, shall be such that 
an argand burner having 15 holes and a 7-inch chimney, consuming 5 cubic feet per 
hour, shall give a light equal to the light of 12 sperm candles of six in the pound, 
burning 120 grains per hour ; and that the gas so supplied shall be free from ammonia, 
bisulphate of carbon, and sulphuretted hydrogen, or other deteriorating agents. 

2. That there shall be maintained from sunrise to sunset a pressure on the service- 
ee of not less than eight-tenths, and from sunset till 12 p.m. a pressure of not 
ess than 1 inch, and between these periods the pressure shall not fall below five- 
tenths. 

8. That the price of gas per 1000 cubic feet shall not exceed 4s. 6d., unless the 
price of coals shall become, for the space of one year, higher than the present 
standard, in which case due notice in writing shall be given to the metropolitan 
vestries of the intention of the combined metropolitan companies to raise the price, 
stating the proposed increase, its duration, and cause. On the other hand, should 
the price of coal be diminished for the space of one year, the united vestries may 
d 1 of such panies a proportional reduction of price, which, if not agreed 
upon, shall be determined by arbitration. 

4. That each vestry, or one or more vestries, may combine to appoint a chemical 
examiner, who shall, as often as may be necessary during the week, examine the 
quality of the gas so supplied, and shall present a monthly report to the vestry or 
vestries, stating the number of examinations made during the period, and the quality 
of the gas supplied. The salary of such officer to be deducted from the sums paid 
by the respective vestries to the gas companies for the parish lights. 

5. ‘That the several companies, if requested by the consumers, shall supply fit and 
proper meters, at a rent-charge not exceeding 10 per cent. on the value of the meter 
80 supplied. 

6. ‘The vestry shall appoint one or more officers to examine and report upon the 
working of the meters in the parish. 

7. That as the supply of gas is a simple debt between the supplier and the con- 
sumer, the company shall be bound to supply an in-coming tenant, without let or 
hindrance of any kind whatever, notwithstanding that the former tenant may be in- 
debted to the company. 

Mr. Brau (St. James’s) moved, “ That these suggestions be referred to a 
committee to consider and offer any other suggestions to lay before the 
metropolitan members at a conference to be held, if convenient to them, 
at twelve o'clock on Friday.” 

Mr. RepFERN seconded the motion. 

Mr. Hucues (Westminster) entered into statistics to show the price and 
illuminating power of gas supplied in various districts throughout the 
kingdom. In Sunderland the price per 1000 was 4s., of an illuminating 

wer of 12 sperm candles; South Shields, 4s. 6d., 12 illuminating power; 

urslem, 5s., 10 candles; Bury, 5s., 12 candles; Chepstow, 5s., 12 candles: 
Rochester, 5s., 10 candles; Glasgow, 5s. 6d., 12 candles; Stratford-on-Avon, 
5s. 6d, 12 candles; Cork, 6s.,10 candles; Victoria (London), 6s., 12 candles; 
Shrewsbury Borough, 6s., 12 candies; out of ditto, 7s.,12 candles; Guildford, 
6s. 6d., 12 candles; Wolverhampton, 5s.,12candles; Norwich, 4s. 6d., 12 can- 
dies. The abstract of parliamentary returns by gas companies using 
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tion of raising the rice, being too well aware that large business and low | 
prices were the only sure bases for permanent prosperity. He would beg | Brentford, 11:5; Brighton, 13°5; Bury St. Edmund's, 14: Cambridge, 12; 








person with gas, even at the maximum price, unless they think proper, and | 





Newcastle coal, on Mr. Brotherton’s motion, showed the light in sperm ' 
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candles at the different places mentioned to be as follows :—Beccles, 13; 


Devonport, 14; Hastings, 12; Kingston, 13; Chartered, 12; Great Central, 
13°46; Imperial, 10°02; Phoenix, 12-5; Ratcliffe, 13-7; South Metropolitan, 
142; Plymouth, 12:0; Portsea Island, 12:0; Dublin, 14. The maximum 

rice charged by companies obtaining their Acts in 1856 were—Bath, 4s. 6d.; 
a 5s. 6d.; Cheltenham, 5s. and 6s.; Coventry, 4s 6d.; Gainsborough, 
5s. 6d.; Heywood, 6s. 6d.; Lancaster, 4s. 6d. and 5s. 6d.; Wandsworth, 
6s.; West Ham, 5s 6d.; Weymouth, 6s.; and Worksop, 6s. 

Dr. BACHHOFFNER had but little doubt, with the vast improvements in | 
science, that the article of gas would become not the primary, but a resj- | 
duary product, and that it could and ought to be had at a much cheaper rate, 

The resolution was carried and referred to a committee, which have added | 
one or two other suggestions—one being to ask the committee to give power 
to vestries, or district beards, to purchase the plant and works, &c., of exist- 
ing companies, for the purpose of supplying the district under their control 
with gas, or to erect their own gas-works, should they deem such a course | 
necessary. 

The arrangement made was that the delegates were to meet the metro- | 
politan Members of Parliament upon the subject at 12 o’clock on Friday, but. 
it being generally inconvenient, the conference was adjourned till this day 
Tuesday, May 11. 








WESTERN GASLIGHT COMPANY. 

An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Western Gaslight Company 
(Limited) was held at the Offices of the Company, 28, Argyll Street, Regent 
Street, on Thursday, May 6, for the purpose of declaring a dividend out of 
the profits for the half year ending the 31st of December last—F. W. Russett, 
Esq., M.P., presiding. 

The advertisement convening the meeting was read, the seal of the com- 
pany aflixed to the register of proprietors, and the accounts and following 
report were laid before the meeting. || 

The directors submit to the meeting the audited accounts for the half year ended | | 
the 3lst of December last. The company’s operations have been during this period, | 
to a certain extent, interfered with, by carrying out the exchange of districts with 
other companies, under the arrangement announced at the ordinary general meeting | , 
in November last. || 

By these accounts it is shown that there is a gross profit on the six months’ work- | 
ing of £7637. 7s. 4d.; and after payment of interest, writing off bad debts, and carry- | 
ing the authorized half-yearly contribution of £900 to the reserve-fund, a balance 
remains to the credit of profit and loss of £4998. 9s. This sum admits of a dividend | | 
at £5 per cent. per annum, leaving a surplus to carry forward of £386 19s. The) 
directors, therefore, recommend the declaration of a dividend at that rate, which 
will amount to 5s. per class A share, and 3s. per class B share. 

The meeting will observe that though the expenses of the office and of the out- 
door department have been reduced, the item of works renewal has increased ; this | 
prevents a larger profit being divided. The directors feel that it is one of their most 
important duties to preserve the efficiency of the works, and that they are bound not | 
to allow any inducements to interfere with the discharge of this duty; but a rigid | 
economy shall continue to be observed. 1] 

The directors have only to add on _ this occasion that the rental of the company | 
continues to increase, and the shareholders will be gratified to hear that the district- 
ing arrangement is found to work satisfactorily, experience confirming the board in 
their belief that both the companies and the public will be greatly benefited by it. | 

The CuHarrmMaAn: Gentlemen, I think you are aware that this half year at | | 
this meeting we merely assemble together to have the accounts laid before | | 
us to determine what dividend we ought to declare. At the yearly meet- || 
ing all the accounts are brought together, and the whole year's work- 
ings of the company appear under one head. That time only the ac- | 
counts are printed and distributed. You will understand from that that 
on this occasion we merely prepare the accounts for the purpose of the || 
dividend. Since we last had the pleasure of meeting you, an operation, || 
which is a very important one, namely, the districting of London, has been | | 
most successfully carried out; and has, I believe, as we said then, tended | 
quite as much to the public advantage as to ourselves. I think it will be | 
the means of placing the gas interests upon a proper footing, and that it) 
will prevent the great interruption to the streets which have occurred. | 
We know that the trafficof this mighty town increases, and the effect of this || 
districting will prevent a great many of the complaints which were raised || 
against us of the interminable breaking up of pavements, and we shall | 
save a large amount of capital being unnecessarily expended underground. | | 
We shall also save leakage; and as far as our proceedings have gone, they | | 
have given every promise of a most favourable result. We have secured to 
ourselves a district which I think any gentleman who goes through it and sees 
the houses that are erecting at Kensington must feel satisfied is the locality || 
second in importance to none. I believe the circumstances are so favour- || 
able that they must secure to you, when fully developed, a highly remune- | 
rative return for your investment. I can only state, as the report mentions, 
the necessity of keeping up our works in an efficient state has not been lost | 
sight of; and I think I shall carry with me the unanimous opinion of the 
gentlemen present here that it is our first duty to see to the efficiency 
of the works. In truth, it would be a fraud upon you if we proposed to 
declare a dividend without placing the works in a most efficient state. | 
We shall then have a real profit and not a fictitious one—our fair | 
earnings. We shall adhere to that course with the strongest deter-| 
mination; and I think I shall have your support in that, because 
we shall thus secure ourselves, and hereafter we shall not have 
to cut down your dividend to repair injuries which ought never to have ex- 
isted. (Hear, hear.) Since the printing of the report circumstances have | 
occurred which I dare say many of you have observed in the public papers 
—namely, efforts made by some few consumers, for I do not believe there) 
are many who are dissatisfied, especially in the western part of London, and | 
who have entertained some fears that the operation of dividing London into) 
districts will be attended with very injurious consequences to themselves, | 
because the company will have a monopoly which might be exercised greatly | 
to the injury of the consumer. I find that active steps were taken at last | 
by the consumers, who have formed themselves into a body; and they had | | 
got some of their representatives in Parliament to take a course of proceed-| | 
ing which was bringing matters to a crisis. Being in Parliament myself I 
had an opportunity of earlier knowing what was going on, than I otherwise 
should have known. I found that Mr. Byng,the member for Middlesex, had 
placed a notice upon the paper stating that he intended applying for a com- 
mittee of the House of Commons to inquire into the general subject of gas light- 
ing; and it was at the same time that Mr. Walpole, the Home Secretary, had 
given his consent to the appointment of this committee. I got the same 
evening an opportunity of speaking to Mr. Walpole, and in that conversa- 
tion Mr. Walpole assented to the request that I made, that he would give an 
opportunity to the gas companies to meet him, and he said he would receive | 
the deputation on the Tuesday. It being Saturday I requested our secre-| 
tary to send round a notice to the different gas companies in London re- | 
questing that they would attend the meeting on Monday last, and accord-| | 
ingly we had a very numerous attendance of ten companies out of thirteen 
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supplying London, and among them large companies—such as the Imperial 
and the Chartered, andsoon. The only two companies that were not re- 

resented were rather as companies; and, after some consultation, 
it was agreed that we should accept the offer I had obtained of having an 
interview with Mr. Walpole, and on Tuesday last I had the honour of intro- 
ducing the very numerous deputation of eleven companies. Mr. Walpole re- 
ceived us with very great attention, and I was requested by the deputation 
to state the case of the companies. He afforded me an opportunity of assuring 
him that we would not —- acquiesce in the charges that were brought 
against us; and I was able to show by the support of gentlemen present that 
we denied altogether the charges that had been brought against us, and were 
perfectly prepared to meet, before a fair and impartially-chosen committee, any 
charges that might be preferred. Mr. Walpole thought that my proposition was 
a perfectly fair one; and I said, under these circumstances, instead of trying 
to avoid inquiry, we were so assured of our position, that I should be prepared 
to second Mr. Byng’s motion for a committee—that I would not shrink from 
anything of the kind; but, on the contrary, our case was so g 
were perfectly prepared to meet any charges that might be brought against 
us. : that state matters remain at present; but I think we need not fear 
anything from any parliamentary inquiry, but that it will result in placing 
us on surer ground than we stand at present. I think we can show 
clearly that the operations we are carrying on are very favourable for the 
public at large; and that districting, instead of being attended with any 
oppressive consequences to them, will, in point of fact, enable us to supply 
the public on lower terms than we possibly could do if there must be 
wasteful competition continually existing amongst us. 
cumstances I think we may consider our position to be a perfectly safe one. 
I am very happy to tell you that all the companies seem to work with 
harmony. There is only one feeling amongst us, and without any undue 
combination to the injury of the public. I am quite sure Mr. Gray will 
bear me out in saying that there is one common feeling amongst us, that we 
are a most happy united family, and that nothing could go on better than 
we do. I trust, under these circumstances, you will agree with me that the 
course which we have pursued is perfectly correct. I shall conclude by 
moving this resolution—* That the directors’ report and accounts now 
read be received, and that a dividend, at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, 
ending the 31st of December, be declared.” 

Mr. Miter: I wish to know how the districting is to be beneficial to the 
public. When I first became a shareholder, it was at the commencement 
of the company, and I had then cause to complain of the quality of the Im- 
perial Company’s gas. I joined the company with a view of getting that 
remedied. My case is the case of many others in London. How are we to 
be any better now than we were before? 

The CHarrMAN: Are you talking as a shareholder or as a consumer? 

Mr. Miuuer: As a shareholder and as a consumer; and I want to know 
how the late arrangement is to be beneficial. Have I any better chance 
now of getting better gas than before this company existed? I deny that 
it will be beneficial to the public as a whole. 

The CuairMan: In the first place, you ask as a consumer. Now, I will 
tell you that to provide gas we must incur certain expenses in the first in- 
stance. We must buy our coals, we must buy our gas-mains, and we must 


mains. Now all the companies are running over each district; but if, in- 
stead of having five miles of mains, we can reduce it to one, we save the 
expense of an extraordinary quantity of mains; and, next, we save the 
leakage. All these things are savings to the companies, and they will en- 
able them to supply gas cheaper than before. 

Mr. Mitver: | do not complain of the price, but of the quality. 

The Cuarrman: Under the last Act of Parliament that the Imperial 
Company obtained, about two years ago, they are bound to keep up the 
quality of their gas to a certain standard, and you can get your redress 
under that. I do not know any better guarantee that you can have than 
that. 

Mr. Miter: If it is not a monopoly, it looks very like it. 

Mr. A. Gray: I think you have given a very satisfactory explanation to 
the gentleman who raised the question. Before this arrangement took place 
he was subject to all the inconvenience of which he now complains. 


their gas. You have a character to sustain which no respectable gentleman 
will compromise. In addition to that, the Imperial Company obtained an 
Act of Parliament in which they have stipulated to supply gas of a certain 
quality and of a certain illuminating power. Therefore, the consumer will 
have all the protection he can possibly desire. The advantage from district- 
ing is this—if you have three or four mains lying in the same street, and an 
escape of gas takes place, you have four interruptions instead of one. We 
know very well, from experience, that a great expense will be saved to the 
companies, and the price of gas, to be so far reduced, must arise from 
economy in the management of the different companies. It may not be in 
the recollection of every one present that this very arrangement now com- 

lained of was first forced upon us by the Government in 1822, when Mr. 

obhouse was Under Secretary of State, and Sir Robert Peel was Secretary 
of State for the Home Department. We protested against the interference 
of Government at that time. We complained most bitterly at being forced 
to make an arrangement, inasmuch as we said we were deprived of the 
power which our Acts of Parliament had given us; and to show the opinion 
of the Government at that time, I will read an extract from the corre- 
spondence. The first communication we had from the Government was 
dated in February, 1822, requesting that we would allow Sir William Con- 


we thought he should receive. In compliance with the request of the Under 
Secretary of State he had full access to our works. We had no intimation 





of what the object was, but it very soon came out that the object of the 
Government was to have all the companies confined to districts. We re- 
sisted up to 1823, when Sir William Congreve wrote to us thus:— 

“* I cannot,” he says to the directors, ‘‘ imagine but that you must be quite mis- 


ference which was proposed to you the other day, and which certainly, if rightly 
calculated to avoid much i and now endured by the public, 
from the plurality of the mains belonging to diffrent companies now p assing 
through the same streets. The intended arrangement goes, in fact, to secure to you 
unmolested the full benefit of all you now possess, without the danger of being de- 
Prived of this possession, either by the caprice of your customers or by the exertions 
of Successful rivals; it concentrates your operations, instead of their remaining in 
their present scattered state, where in many cases you are obliged to provice a large 
tain for the sake of serving half-a-dozen lights, with the probability of that number 
never increasing, and always with the liability of it decreasing; while in the new 

















that trade an increasing one, as the value of the gaslights becomes more and more 
understood; in short, it gives you a complete monopoly over the whole district 
secured to you, whereas at present you bold neither district nor trade but as you are 
| successful in competition with other speculators, who may, from many circumstances 














that we | 


Under these cir- | 


have a loss in gas, which we must sustain, in having a great extent of | 


It is | 
obviously to the interest of the companies to keep well with those who take | 


| Mr. Miuver: By the smoke that is roun 


greve to have access to our works, and to give him all the information that | 


taken” (this is in an answer to our unwillingness to meet)" as to the object of the cone | 


comprehended, must be deemed a benefit to the companies themselves, while it is | 


arrangement, wherever your mains are to run, you are ensured the whole trade, and | 


| not within your own control, be able to undersell you. Now, in return for that be- 


neficial privilege which the new Act will grant you (for it is one of those rare in- 


stances where not only all the existing competitors for the supply of the public are 


to derive advantage, but the public also are to be benefited)}—in return, I say, for 
this, all that is required of you is to supply your district with good gas at a certain 
fair price, to be calculated and fixed by the consent of all parties, which price will at 
all times be open to fresh adjustment, according to the existing state of things. 
Now, gentlemen, I have not only to state to you that all the other companies have 
come into the views of the Government on this subject, but that they are all satisfied 
| of the general benefit of it; and, indeed, I am at a loss to understand how it could 
| be otherwise. At all events, it can hardly be expected that a general rule, to which 
four companies out of five have so readily, nay, I may say, so gladly acceded, can be 
interrupted by any objection on the part of the fifth.” He concludes: ‘ I have only 
now to add, that I shall be prepared in a few days to point out to youa specific 
plan, by which I conceive this desirable ar t of distinct districts may be 
| effected with advantage to yourselves as well as to your neighbours, on which you 
will find me ready to attend to any remarks or alterations which you may wish to 
propose, repeating that the basis of this arrangement will be that of present posses- 
sion, securing to you the exclusive and undisturbed completion of all within your 
boundary so to be assigned, all exchanges of ground being calculated value for value 
on present rentals. On this, however, as on any other point, I shall be glad to re- 
ceive any specific observation you may have to make, having but one object in view, 
the public benefit, directed by a liberal and equitable regard to the preservation, and 
even to the improvement of private interests.” 

Where you had two, or three, or four companies then, you have now @ 
| dozen. In consequence of this, soon afterwards the British and Imperial 
applied for Acts of Incorporation, and the Chartered Gas Company had to 
etiect their object by giving up £1400 a year of their revenue. We had very 
little to give up, but we had to bear our proportion by pecuniary compen- 
| sation. What was the position in which our company was placed? An 
outery was raised by interested people against monopoly which was wholly 
unworthy, because the Government forced us into the arrangement, and a 
new company has been since let into our district, which Sir William Con- 
greve assured us would not be the case. I have thought it right that the 
gentlemen present should be acquainted with what has taken place, in order 
that they might see the wisdom of what was now going on. We are ve 
much indebted to the honourable chairman for the part he has taken. We 
have had a meeting, as he stated before the Secretary of State, and the re- 
sult has been that a committee will be appointed; and I dare say the com- 
mittee, in consequence of the interview of your friends, will be so struck as 
to protect the public and the gas companies. All that we want is, I am 
sure, a fair, honest, and upright inquiry; and I am certain nothing will more 
tend to place the gas companies in their proper position than a careful in- 
vestigation into all their conduct. As to the outcry against monopoly and 
injustice, I am only surprised that individuals should meet together and 
try to damage their property when there is not the slightest ground for it. 

The CHAIRMAN: ven supposing there had been no arrangement at all 
entered into of the districting of London, the honourable proprietor might 
| be exposed, if the companies chose to take so unwise a course, to their 
entering into a combination among themselves, each remaining in the 
position they occupied; that is, their mains all over London, they might 
still make a combination against you, and carry it out oppressively. But 
I think I can show that the districting does not injure the consumer; 
because, as I say, if the districting had not been carried out, the consumer 
might have been subjected to the consequences of combination; whereas 
the districting affords this advantage to the public, that it diminishes the 
expense to the companies, and enables them to carry out what I conceive 
| to be a policy which, if neglected by the companies, must be most injurious 
to the consumer, namely, to prevent the companies reducing the price of gas; 
for the lower they can reduce the price of gas the larger the consumption 
will be, and it is upon a large consumption that a safe return can be fairly 
expected. The lower we can supply the gas to the public the more it is to 
our own interest; because it is upon a large consumption and a large return 
that we are enabled to give you a fair dividend. If we were to strain a point, 
and endeavour, by pressing on the consumers, to give you a dividend, it 
would both dissatisfy them and render your own position unsafe. There- 
fore, the districting itself is of more value probably to the public than to 
ourselves. 

Mr. Mituer: I am in this position—that I am told by one gentleman, 
belonging to another company here, that Parliament compels companies to 
send in gas of a certain illuminating power, and at a certain price; and I 
am told by another gentleman, that they could combine together to dete- 
riorate the gas, and send anything tothe consumer they liked. I am inthe 
position that I was. I have no remedy whatever. Iam speaking as a con- 
sumer of gas, and, as one of the public, I complain. I have no remedy now 
if I want to change with my gas company. 

Mr. A. Gray: Your apprehension will be removed,I believe; because the 
end of this inquiry will very likely be a bringing in of a General Act, fixing 
the quality and the price. 
| _ Mr. Miiver: I am speaking against my own interest, as a shareholder in 
| this company. Iam not surprised at all at the companies uniting; there is 
nothing new about that. There is nothing about the protestation that there 
is no monopoly. The very men who were most active in monopoly long 
ago cried out there was no monopoly. I say that there is no remedy 
now for me any more than there was before the Western Gas Company 
existed, for getting a purer gas than I get at present. Iam willing to pay 
7. price if I can only get the gas purer. 

r. Perkins: How have you tested the | pee hd 
about. 

The Cuairman: That is a very fallacious test, because it entirely depends 
on the kind of burner. That the smoke proves that the gas is very rich-—— 

Mr. Miter: I am not alone, there are hundreds of persons in the same 
street. 

The Cnairman: I think you ought to go to a gas-fitter, and ask him to 
set you right. 

Mr. Perkins: The great difficulty that prevented the introduction of 
better gas has been the fact of its smoking more than a gas of an ordinary 
illuminating power. 

= CuarrMan: I will call on Mr. Wright to give you his views on the 
subject. 

Me. Wriaart rose, and was about to address the meeting, when 

Mr. Mituer said: I know Mr. Wright's views very well; 1 have heard 
them before, and he is not likely to convince me. 

The CHArrMAN: Then he need not state to you his views. 

The resolution passed unanimously, and it was announced that the divi- 
dend would be payable that day fortnight. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman and directors terminated the pro- 
ceedings. ; 











‘“ CHARTERED GAS COMPANY. 
The Half-Yearly General Court of Proprietors of the Company was held 
on Friday last, the 7th inst., at the Company's Works, Horseferry Road, 
Westiniusier—the Governor, Bensamin Hawes, Esq., in the chair. 
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The Szererary (Mr. Burls) read the notice convening the meeting, and | directors to increase and improve tle manufacturing capabilities of your concern, || 
the minutes of the last generab court. have been already justified by an enlargement of the rental, as compared with that of | | 
The following report of the directors, with the statement of accounts ap- | the half year to Christmas, 1856, of more than £2000, and by an increase of the | 
pended, was taken as read:— cbty distiniched. e per ton of coal, while the expenditure for wages is proportion- | | 
We are happy in communicating to you, preparatory to the half-yearly meeting of The cost of goal carbonized is also less this half year by £4068; but against these | 
' proprietors on the 7th proximo, the results of our proceedings, shown more in detail | advantages must be mentioned a decrease in the returns for coke and other products | | 
I by the audited accounts of the company to Christmas last, which are annexed. amounting to £1900. The commercial result, however, is that your directors recom- | | 
| In conformity with the authority given to your court of directors in November mend for your acveptance a dividend at the rate of £6 per cent. per annum, to be paid || 
: | last, we have re-issued 520 shares in the capital of the company, and 150 yet remain | free of income-tax, and in the manner which has been found to consist best with the | | 
j unallotted. | convenience of our co-proprietors. I} 
' | As a proof of the contidence reposed in us, it is gratifying to record that these $20 Attempts having been made to « ss your works in this and other parishes most | 
; | Shares were all taken by proprietors, and that more were applied for than it was | extravagantly, we have used and ¢ employing our utmost energy to defeat every || 
; mre y re-issue. ; ; attempt to rate your plant, mains, c., in any manner differing from that applied to | | 
i t is still further pleasing to report that the preparations made by your court of | all other manufactories. {| 
Dr. PROFIT anp LOSS, rrom June 24 ro Decempzr 25, 1857. . i} 
I | To coal consumed in half year, including labour , . . . . . . £45,304 5 1 Byrentaloflightforthe halfyear, . . . . . . 1. « «© « « £89,101 410// 
Stores, &c., used, viz. :— . | Coke and breeze, deducting labour, viz.:— 
j Retorts and setting, includinglabour. . . . .. . . 4,535 12 5 Coke . ; Atm woes - £14,146 9 8 | 
; Lamps and lamplighting, ditto, . . .. . . . . . 41,834 3 0} Re oe ee ee 300 11 8 | 
Carrying on the works, ditto, . . . . 1. 6 « « « « 2,69218 0 } 14,447 1 4) 
General wear and tear and mains, ditto, in- | Tar and other products, deducting labour. . . . . . . . 2,006.13 8/ 
cluding £119!. 18s. 7d., part of cost of new Discounts and abatements allowed by tradesmen for cash pay- 
retort and purifying-house, &. . . . . £9,295 310 NE a aes ae Beene ar 1,386 19 10 
Less received tor old and burnt stores. . . 809 16 7 H Poplar station rent account, balance 1229 
- res 8,485 7 3 Rents received . . . . “— re ae a ee ee ee 267 3 0! 
Meters and ‘ixing, includinglabour. . . . . . .. . . 2,973 9 6 Dividend on the contingent-fund —viz., on £7601. 7s, 2d. Reduced 
PN Hie 60 te oe eS oe ee OR ere ee OO ee ® Three per Cent. Annuities , .. yO Bom. ee eee 110 13 10 
NN ee ea ee ee ee ee ee eee 1,249 10 0 
en. . « ¢ « «6 & a8 w = « 4,267 14 4 
Wages and contingencies, viz. :— 
ES aa A ee £9,299 13 6 
Pe. 6 6 » 6 es ee « 1,158 12 11 
‘ _ 10,458 6 5 
Bent and taxes, viz.:— 
Ea er ee oe ee ee £34712 3 
ee ea a a 1676 0 9 
2,023 13 0 || 
/ TE Ee ee ae ee ee oe 43012 9 | | 
} NS Oe oe ae ee ae oe ee ee 440 10 5 ’ 
Annuity to Mr. J. Evans, late superintendent, . £100 0 0 
Ditto to Mr. J. Cowell, late accountaut, . . . 65 0 0 
_ 165 0 0 | 
Gebamitencvoientfim@. . 2. iw st hth heh hl 130 0 @ 
a ee a ee ee 165 16 6 
Debts due at the st ns, being bad written off . £1,429 15 9 
Received on bad de eae a Rs ee ee 85 9 
——————- 1344 6 5 ‘s 

| Amount awarded to Symonds under the direction of Master in 

{ ee ee ee es a ee ae ne 1,150 0 0} 

: £82,908 9 10 

i ee eee a en ee ree ee lll 

£107,331 19 3 £107,331 19 3/| 
| 

i Dr. BALANCE-SHEET, December 25, 1857. Cr, 

} To Ist, 2nd, and 3rd capitals, after deducting amount of 970 shares ; By amount due to the company, viz. : 

NN 8 ibi5 Oh Oe Ow ee et oe -£551,509 0 0 | For rent of light at the several stations | 
: pe ee ee a Westminster station. . . . . . . £47,853 18 3 | 
it siaiaeaieaiiaaee Brick Lane ditto cose eve oo RS S |] 
i, £611,500 0 0 Curtain Road ditto ....... 8,657 9 G | 

i Westminster station— ae ——— £74,507 7 41) 
i Balance at Midsummer. . . ... =. . . £341,854 1 1 ms— } 

Expended this half year—viz., new retort and Westminster station. .  « « « SE @ 2 

| purifying-house, &c., moiety of cost, £4767. j Brick Lame ditto... ...e. 1,199 13 1 

/ lds. 7d.; expenses of districting, £876 . . . 5,643 14 7 | Curtain Road ditto . . a 351 18 6 | } 

' £347,497 15 8 ee 2,770 15 11} | 

Brick Lane Station— | Tar and other products sold at t+ Me. s+ « 6 #6 * 599 10 11! 

Bal at Mid T. « «© © « «© « eo « $151,370 13 10 i Balances of sundry accounts due ito the company, . . . . . 3,973 16 3{] 

Expended this half year—viz., new floor for puri- | Treasurer’s accounts— } 

| fiers, £245. 19s. Ild.: photometer-room, £22. | Balance of genera) account . -« « » Saaee i | 

: 1s. 5d.; mains, £138. lls.; expenses of district- Balance of dividend account overdrawn . , 386 12 u } 

MOR URS gh Go ous ace 555.15 7 eevee 5,922 6 1 

151,926 9 5 ee ee ee 193 G § 

| Curtain Road station— Cash advanced to pay wages atthe stations . . . . 2. « . 1,030 0 0)/ 

i Balance at Midsummer, . a ee £62,716 14 9 ! Stores on hand— | 

) Expended this half year—viz., new mains, . . lu419 1 Westminster station . . . s+ «+ « aw s | 

—_ 62,821 13 10 | Deich Lemeditte . . . «© s «© «© © 3,239 13 9 
cmmeecidetteenss: } — 6,781 3 13 
Expended . . « » « 6 © «© © « «i062,285 26 12 | Coal on hand— 
cummins | Westminster station. . . . . . . » £9,60419 5 
ea, ee ee eee | Ul Brick Laneditto . . . . . + « « « 429019 2 | 
Shares resold this half year paidinadvance . . . .... 5,000 0 0 Curtain Road ditto. . . . ... 2 1,496 17 10 i 
Dividends remaining ugpaid . . . . .. 26... .. 5,226 7 0 Gueipboa 1... se st tt th 2,645 8 1 | 
Debts due by company for coal, and to sundry tradesmen and 18,038 4 6) | 
i. a ws Fk eee +e ee eee el ee ee 8 Coke and breeze on hand— | 
Due to collectors for commission, viz.:— | Westminster station . . . . . 1 ee £200 5 § | 
Westminster station . . . 1. «© « 6 £262 0 7 rick Lane ditto . , ‘gin: Dake Sep, Sd 173.15 7 
Brick Laneditto . . . 6s © © © © « 9618 6 | Curtain Road ditto. . . . . 1. « « « 4212 6 1] 
Curtain Road ditto. . . . © «© © © e 4713 2 { —_ --—— 416 15 9)! 
406 12 8 ‘Tar and other products on hand . , sk 2 Ea oo 451 5 4]! 
Due for wages and contingencies, viz. :— f ee re ee ee ee ee ee 915 10 9) 
Waestmmoeter station . . 2 1 6 te te £644 611 New works, being balance of extension thereof. . . . 2 » 3,975 16 0 
i Es ger eles Se Ser ee $29 1 4 } 
| GCuresin Road ditte. . »+ 6 «© © © © @ 133 17 9 1] 
i —— 1,107 6 0 || 
Due at chief office for contingencies. . . . . 1. 1. 2 eo ll 5 0 | 
Balance of profit and loss, viz.:— | 
STEN 6g cw we Re sl 8 Sw I 
Less half year’s dividend on £611,500. . . 18,345 0 0 | 
£42210 7 i| 
Profit of half year ending Christmas, 1857. . . 18,423 9 5 |} 
————_ 18, S46 0 0! 1] 
Cn. ks. eee. ce os Be FS | 
Less expended in repairing aveident to gasholder |] 
eeivieB Reneomition. 6. kc te ells 914 0 9 {| 
£17,055 18 0 \| 
Invested in the purchase of £7601.7s. 2d. Reduced } 
Three per Cent. Annuities . . . 1. 1 1 7,000 0 0 | 
—— 10,055 18 0 
Duetothetreasurer . . . , Ce 8 Ke we > oe ee | 
/ £119,205 17 5 £119,205 17 5 
The Governor said: Brother shareholders, it gives me, as I am sure it | portance. You have all seen by the public newspapers—for I suppose we 
does every one of my friends, rightand left, great pleasure to see so many of | all read newspapers, or we should not be Englishmen—that the parishes || 
you here to-day. In the few remarks which lintend to offer, if I do not | have been very clamorous and dissatisfied with our attempts at districting. | | 
‘make myself so intelligible as could be desired, you must make allowances | Just have a little patience with me while I give you a little history of the 
for the fact that I am nearly ninety years of age, and that I have been ona | districting arrangements, upon which subject the parishes have been by || 
bed of sickness for two or three months. If I cannot make myself heard | deputation to the Government to obtain a commission of inquiry. Mr. |} 

; properly, I will call upon my friend, Mr. Beck, to address you, and I am sure | Walpole desired us to attend him, and we were very glad to do so, for he || 
‘ a will be able to do so. Gentlemen, we have had a great deal to do since | like every honest man, wished to see aiid hear both sides of the question’ 
| our last meeting, and what we have done has been of considerable im- | He had been waited upon by some dozen of the metropolitan members, who 

j 
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must follow the parishes, and he said he could not well refuse the committee, 
but he en, 
committee should be a fair one. We said, or rather Mr. Russell, the member 
for Limerick, who accompanied us, that that was all we required, and that, 








with all his heart. 


appointed, as, indeed, we have no doubt there will be, for Mr. Walpole’s 
word is a sufficient guarantee. Well, gentlemen, this clamour on the 
part of the parishes has been going on for several weeks, but the directors 
took no notice of it. We did not consider it necessary to notice the nonsense 
and the incorrectness of the various speeches that were made; but when 
they went up to the Government we were bound to do so. Now, it isa 
very extraordinary thing that this districting arrangement, against which 


Government itself. My friend, Mr. Gray, has sent me an old 
pamphlet which was published at the time, and in which I find a very 





Sir W. Congreve called upon the City and the Chartered Companies to 
protest against their going all over the metropolis with their mains, and the 
| com nies, very foolishly as I think, objected to any restriction. However, 
| Sir W. Congreve said, “It does not matter whether you object to it or not, 
| if you do not agree, we will bring in an Act of Parliament to compel you to 
|consent.” The two companies at length agreed to the arrangement, and 
|one took the north and the other the south sides, and in that way we went 
|on, as I am sure Mr. Gray will tell you, for something like twenty-seven 
| ears without any disagreement or unpleasantness of any sort or kind. 
| Then there’s another thing. Not only did the Government object to the 
| pipes running in all directions over the metropolis, but the most important 
|| parish in London, the parish of St. George, actually districted themselves, 
|| and said absolutely, “ We will have only one company come here, and we 
|| will have no more” Fortunately, we had a great many friends in that 
|| parish, and we were the chosen company, and that, I believe, is something 
|| ike twenty-five years ago. Since then, and in consequence of that arrange- 
|| ment, there has been no harm arise; no complaint about a monopoly has been 
|| made; there has been no want of sufficient light. Of course the profit of a 
|| company depends upon the quantity of gas consumed, andif we had not given 
|| the public a good supply they would not have burnt so much; and, there- 
||fore, it is to our interest to keep them well supplied. As to the purity 
| of the gas, I will leave my friend Gray to talk about his company; but 
|| 1 believe there is no company in London can beat us. I will not say they 
|| cannot match us with regard either to purity or illuminating power. Well, 





the “~~ have been up to the Government to object, was begun | 
by the 
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on his part, as strongly as words could express, that that | 


under the circumstances, he would second the motion for an inquiry | 
Mr. Walpole was very much pleased with that, | 
and we came away in the hope that we should see a fair committee | 
| everything—even the very stools they sit upon are valued. But we do 


| those sorts of things to swell our dividend. That shows that the amount 


interesting account of what took place in reference to it. Many years ago | 


| on our coat of arms, “ Union is strength,” but we adopt it in practice, and 


| old friend Gray and myself out of the City. But though they had the sup- 


||so it went on, as I believe, very satisfactorily. This districting arrange- | 


|| ment has been attended with considerable expense, but, when you consider 
| that it costs some £2000 or £3000 a year in looking out for and remedying 
| leakages; that the gas which escapes fouls the air; and that the public are 


1} 


|| as well as the companies that London should be districted. We had pre- 
|| viously some 120 miles of mains, which will by these arrangements be 
| | reduced to 90, which will materially lessen the number of escapes, and the 
| consequent loss by leakage. Then, gentlemen, we have had during the last 
| two or three years, as you well know, to make two sorts of gas—cannel 
| coal gas as well as Newcastle coal gas. That has been attended with very 
| considerable expense, but the consumption is rapidly increasing. The year 
| before last the quantity manufactured was 424,000,000 feet, but during the 
|last year it was 454,000,000 feet. I think it will keep on increasing, be- 
|cause the aristocracy—I do not wish to draw any invidious distinction 
| between aristocracy and democracy—but I was going to say the aristocracy 
| do, as we know, travel about much more than other classes of the com- 
|munity, and, when they visit Newcastle, or Carlisle, or Glasgow, or Edin- 
| burgh, and see the brightness and beauty of cannel gas, and the smallness 
| of flame and the little production of heat from its burning, they naturally 
| think it would be pleasanter and more convenient to have it in use at home. 
We had several applications from the principal people in St. George’s parish 
to make it, which we have acceded to; and, as I have told you, last year 
our consumption of this quality of gas was 454,000,000 feet. Everything, 
| you know, now-a-days is — and, either by gaslight or natural light, 
| is brought before the world, and no doubt all of us read the gas journals, in 
| which the transactions of the various companies are recorded. I think I may 
| say that, from our accounts which will there be published, we shall stand 
unrivalled by any other company whatever. We have no bond debts, and, in 
fact, no debts of any kind whatever; for,though in our accounts it appears that 
£14,000 was owing, I may say that that was for goods delivered the week 
before they were made up, and on the following Thursday it was all paid 
off, and we do not owe a shilling. Our coals we pay for as scon as the bills 
|| of lading arrive, and we consider we buy them a little cheaper in conse- 
quence; the owners are anxious to do business with us because of our mode 
| of payment, and the common reduction of 5 per cent. which we get on the 
amounts is equal to £2000 or £3000 a year. Now, 1 do not think we shall 
| find such a state of things in reference to the accounts of any other company 
|| that are published. Then I have the pleasure to tell you, gentlemen, that 
| notwithstanding all the complaints which are made—for you know English- 
‘men will grumble and tell you “trade is very bad” and so on—our bad debts 
|are £1000 less this year than they were two years ago; and therefore I hope 
that there is prosperity afloat outside our doors as well as inside. Since I 
|| have had the honour of presiding over this company, I have always strongly 
| recommended the proprietors, as they saved money, to invest their savings 
|in gas shares—our gas shares I mean—and for this reason: the security is 
|; undoubted; the investment is perfectly safe. You may talk of railways or 
| any other mode of investing your money; there is nothing safer or better 
| than the Chartered Gas Company. I know Mr. Gray thinks so too. 


| Mr.Gray: You cannot do wrong in investing in the Chartered Company. 
|_ The Governor: Your company is a very good one, too—a capital one. 
Let me just give you a little information to show the enormous progress we 
have made. In the year 1830 our consumption of gas was 430,000,000 feet. 
Seven years afterwards it was 470,000,000; during the next seven years it 
| Tose to 520,000,000, and at the end of the seven years it had increased to 
| 600,000,000. This constant increase of consumption shows, in my opinion, 
| the safety of the concern, and is a guarantee as to the probable advances 
|, we shall make. We have not, it is true, given you more than 7 per cent. 
i| this year, but that is no reason why we should not do so in future years. 
if Mr. Beck (deputy-governor): ‘The present quantity manutactured is 
| 503,777,000 feet at the Westminster station, 305,512,000 at Brick Lane, and 
133,908,000 at Curtain Road. 
_ The Governor: This further shows the safety and security there is in 
investing money in our shares. Of course we have nothing to do with re- 
| gulating the price of shares. They are now at £53 or £54, but, with the 
| very same dividend, they were once at £84. Why should there be that dif- 
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| inconvenienced by the necessity for constantly opening the streets to repair | 
|| the mains, you will think with me that it is to the interest of the parishes | 











ference? Money is more plentiful now than it was then. I think Mr. 
Barker told me he gave £84 for his shares. 

Mr. Perry: I think I did the same. 

The Governor: Why should they now be at £54? I savea little money, 
and I assure you I put all my savings into this concern, believing it to be 
the best investment in London. I do not see why it should not be. In the 
accounts of the various companies that are printed now-a-days, they put in 


nothing of the kind, We do not even value our meters, which in the last 
seven years have cost us £60,000—we do not value our freehold property, 
which in the last ten years has cost nearly £100,000. We say nothing 
about it—we merely divide our working profit, and do not take in any of 


we appropriate is comparatively secure, and I think we may live in hope 
that it will improve. I know I have been charged, even in this room, with 
giving too flattering an account. But, if I believed what I stated, was I not 
right in expressing it? I can make use of the language of a man who once 
sat upon a lawyers stool in the Old Jewry, but is now the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and say I saw “ something looming in the future.” I knew 
your property would improve, notwithstanding we were a little alarmed at 
the low price at which Mr. Croll started to supply the metropolis with gas. 
Cheapness is a very good thing, but an article may be too cheap ; and the 
Great Central Company have found that out, and would be very glad if 
they could now get an advanced price. They‘had their meeting the other 
day, and a very extraordinary meeting it was—very different from ours— 
all wrangling, divisions, and quarrelling. We are, thank God, as directors, at 
one with our proprietors, and unanimous in supporting each other to pro- 
mote the prosperity of the company. We have not adopted as the motto 


consequently go on very thrivingly and well. When the Great Central 
Company started, they adopted the device of a bundle of sticks tied up with 
a band, on which that motto was inscribed: and they thought to drive my 


port of the Common Council, and called themselves “ Great,” the two 
“little ” companies which they thought to upset send more gas into the 
City—each one of them—at the present time than they do. Mr. Dakin, 
the chairman of that company, said in one of his addresses that the reason 
they had to pay Mr. Croll a large sum of money for increased illuminating 
power was that the Chartered and the City Company had increased their 
illuminating power for the purpose of extinguishing the Central. Now, I 
positively deny the truth of that allegation; and I have written a letter to 
state that, before the Central Company was established, our illuminating 
power was equal to twelve candles, and we have made no alteration in it 
since. They came to us, and asked us to reduce our illuminating power, 
and we said we would do no such thing, but that they deny. In fact, Mr, 
Dakin is very thoughtless when he makes these assertions. He is a vei 
gentlemanly man, and has what the Irish call “ the gift of the gab,” and it 
flows very fluently from him, but he does not think what he says. Well, gen- 
tlemen, we have now been established forty-six years; and I can speak, in 
reference to a good many of those years, that we have had no complaint or 
charge brought against us of impropriety or incivility, or, in fact, anything 
except those little local matters which will happen in every company, but 
which our people remedy the moment they hear of them. At our last 
meeting you kindly allowed us to dispose of a number of our shares. We 
have not disposed of them all, but such as we have disposed of have gone 
to our former proprietors, and we have applications for more, so that our 
friends have some confidence in our management. The venerable go- 
vernor concluded his address by referring to the deticiency in the coke ac- 
count, and urging upon the proprietors to assist the directors in obtaining 
a better market for that article. He moved,“ That this meeting do 
with and confirm the report of the court of directors, and the auditors’ 
report and statement of accounts.” 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion. 


The Governor said this was the first meeting at which he had not been 
interrupted once or twice by Mr. Box. He was very much obliged to him 
for not doing so, because, though he was an old man, he was a new 
governor, and those remarks put him out. 


The Deputy-GovERnor said there were only two or three items to which | 
he should feel it necessary to call attention. In the first place, he would 
refer to the cost of coal, which for this half year, as compared with the cor- | 
responding period of last year, was £45,000 against £49,000, showing a 
saving of £4000. The rental at the same time was £89,101, instead of | 
£87,042, being an increase of above £2000, adding considerably, with the 
saving on the former item, to their profits, and would show that the! 
directors were looking after their interests as well in obtaining customers | 
as in buying coals. Unfortunately, upon the coke account there was a de- 
ficiency of £2000, which arose from the immense quantity made and the 
insuflicient demand there was for it. The only other item of the profit and 
loss account to which he would allude was the “ Amount awarded to Sy- 
monds under the direction of the Master in Chancery, £1150.” Some of the 
proprietors present would recollect the case of Symonds v. the Chartered Gas 
Company, which had been in the Court of Chancery upwards of thirty years. 
It was a legacy bequeathed to the board by their forefathers, and arose out 
of a claim made by a servant of the company for a sum of £1000. The di- 
rectors had always resisted it, feeling that Symonds had no claim whatever 
upon them. The books, unfortunately, at that time were not kept so re- 
gular as they might have been, and this cause had been litigated from 
then to the present period; but under the recommendation of the 
Master in Chancery the company had an opportunity of settling it for 
the sum of £1150, which was about one-third of the costs the plain- 
tiff had incurred; and they thought it better to do so than to let it go 
on, as it might do, for another twenty years, involving an expenditure of 
double the amount; and if they succeeded, at the utmost they would be 
money out of pocket. By this arrangement each party paid their own costs. 
There were only three items upon the balance-sheet to which he would 
refer. The expenditure for the half year spoke for itself. The first item 
he mentioned was the sum of £5000, which they had received for new 
shares issued, and paid for in advance. The board had issued shares to the 
value of £41,000, and could have issued the whole, but did not want the 
money. Upon these they had received £31,000. The next item was the 
contingent-fund, which had been reduced by the sum of £914. 0s. 9d, the 
amount required for the repair of the gasholder at Brick Lane, which was 
struck by lightning and considerably damaged. The directors thought 
that that was an expense fairly chargeable to that fund, and it was the item 
placed against it since its establishment. The next item was the sum of |’ 
£15,000 due to the treasurer. He referred to that because a remark was 
made last half year as to borrowing money when there was that sum due. | 
£10,000 of that amount was borrowed in November for the purpose of pay- 
ing the dividends, the remainder was borrowed in the month of December, , 
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but on the 1st of January the whole £15,000 was paid off, and now the 
company had at the various banks on interest £35,000; so that they were in 
a most flourishing condition as far as finances were concerned. 

Mr. RuopEs inquired what was the present price of coke? 

The Deruty-Governor: Ten shillings a chaldron to-day. : 

A Proprietor inquired for what purpose the money had been raised? 

The Deputy-GovERNor said the money was required in completing the 
districting arrangements and for new works. They had to pay a balance to 
each company from whom they took mains, and, unfortunately, the Char- 
tered being the largest, and their rental far more per mile of pipe than the 
others, they had to pay more. He thought that eventually it would come 
to £15,000 or £16,000, which was not so much as they had anticipated at 
first. There was about £17,000 or £18,000 now to pay, which would be 
reduced by some £2000 in the end. That was for the whole of the mains 
which they took, and which, where not required, they could remove and 
employ elsewhere. Previous to the districting, the mains of the company 
were 120 miles; they had since increased to 140, but eventually their mileage 
would be 90, so that they had literally reduced them one-fourth. In refer- 
ence to the future, although it was not always safe to predict, as circum- 
stances often happened which led to disappointment, he confessed to 
being very sanguine. All the capital raised last year did not come into 
working until Christmas, and he had every reason to believe, from the 
accounts made up since to March, that the investment would he most 
profitable. From a paper which he held in his hands, he was able to give 
the proprietors a comparative statement of the improvement of their affairs. 
At Christmas, 1856, the total number of tons of coal used for the year pre- 
vious was 53,580, and the cost of the same £49,000. At Christmas, 1857, 
the number of tons was 51,000, and the cost £45,000. The gas made for 
the half year ending Christmas, 1856, was 489,000,000 feet; and at Christ- 
mas, 1857, it was 475,000,000. The yield of gas per ton to Christmas, 1856, 
was 9135 feet, and to Christmas, 1857, it was 9276 feet. The rental for 
| light in 1857, with a decreased consumption of coals to the amount of 2000 
| tons, was £89,000 as against £87,000 in 1856. The result, therefore, was so 

far most satisfactory. Unfortunately, there was a decrease in the products 
| from £18,000 in 1856 to £16,000 in 1857. The rental per ton of coals in 
1856 was £1. 12s, 6d.; and at Christmas, 1857, it was £1. 14s 83d. That, 
again, was most satisfactory. The net cost of coals per ton in 1856 was 
11s. 7d.; in 1857, it was 11s. 8d. The cost of retorts in 1856 was 1s. 5$d.; 
and, in 1857, 1s. 9}d., but that increase arose in consequence of having to 
replace the whole of the*retorts at the Curtain Road station. The general 
wear and tear in 1856 was 3s. 7}d. per ton of coals consumed; in 1857 it was 
3s. 3}d., being a decrease of 84 per cent. Wages, in 1856, were 3s. 63d.; 
in 1857 they were 4s. 04d., being an increase of 14 per cent. Rent, per ton, 
jin 1856, 3s. 64d.; in 1857, 3s. 8$d., which was exactly 5 per cent. increase. 
The per centage of coke for sale in 1856 was 103 per ton; in 1857 it was 
143, being an increase of 5 per cent. This was only a partial improvement 
from the new works, and he had every reason to believe that the progress 
this year would exhibit a very satisfactory increase. 

Mr. Ruopes inquired what was the leakage at present? 

The Depury-Governor said he hardly liked to say: it was in great part 
problematical, but he thought from 18 to 20 per cent. 

Mr. Wottaston asked how much the districting had cost? 

The Deruty-Governor said they would have from £17,000 to £19,000 
to pay, but that sum would be hereafter reduced to about £15,000 

Mr. Wotuaston said, if that was all the probable requirements of the 
company, of what use was it to raise the other £20,000? He asked princi- 
pally for this reason: When the proprietors met last half year, authority 
was given to the directors to re-issue shares to meet this expenditure; and 
it was intimated by them at the time that it was not very likely they would 
immediately put that authority into force. He was surprised, therefore, 
shortly afterwards to receive a circular, stating that the Board were pre- 
pared to accept applications from the proprietors for them, and he was more 
surprised now to learn that only £15,000 was required. 

The Deruty-Governor said he thought the honourable proprietor must 
have misunderstood the arrangement at the last half- yearly meeting as to 
these shares not being required to be immediately wanted. The payments 
under the districting were expected to be £27,000, and to be paid in the 
first week in January last. The directors asked for the power to re-issue 
the ‘shares, not only for this purpose, but also for new works. They stated 
that they should want about £32,000, but the proprietors gave them power 
to raise the whole £50,000. The directors did not at all think that in the 
then existing state of the money-market so many shares would have been 
applied for, but so it was. They allotted all that were applied for within a 
limited time, and that amount came to £41,000. At present the whole of 
that was not wanted, but most probably it would be. The present amount, 
as he had said, required for the districting was £18,000 or £19,000, but by 
arrangement with one of the companies they were to receive back a portion 
of that sum in 1860. 

Mr. Wottaston: But at present the money is not all wanted? 

Mr. Winsor: Except for paying dividends. 

The Deruty-Governor: But that is not a permanent requirement. 

Mr. WoLiaston inquired for some further information respecting the 
parliamentary committee referred to. 

The Deruty-Governor said it was a committee of the House of Com. 
mons to inquire into the districting arrangements between the companies. 
He attended the deputation which waited upon the Home Secretary on the 
subject, and Mr. Walpole said that, under the circumstances, he could not 
refuse the request for an investigation. The companies had nothing to con- 
ceal in the matter; in fact, they verily believed that though no company 
went into a committee of the House of Commons without the screw being 
put upon them, they would in the end stand much better with the public, 
because at present all sorts of absurd stories were afloat on the subject. In 
answer to a further question from the same proprietor, the deputy-governor 
said that the districting arrangements had been in operation since June last. 

The Governor: There is one thing that I ought to inform you of, and 
that is, that we are not only gas manufacturers but brick-makers. That 
may surprise some of you, and you may think that we ought not to have 
gone into a new trade without consulting you. The fact is, the talent and 
enterprise of our Mr. Evans, who keeps himself alive upon every subject 
which is calculated to promote the interests of the company, and who has, 
without any expense to us, drawn all our specifications for alterations, &c., 
tock it into his head that he could make bricks. He has done so, and I think 
he has made 170,000 bricks and 150clay retorts; and I have the pleasure to 
tell you that they have not cost us more than we used to pay for freightage 
upon the retorts and bricks. So I hope you will be quite satisfied with our 
determination to make our own bricks. 

Mr. JoserH Box said, before the question for the adoption of the report was 
put, he would like to know something ay nage the contingent-fund. There 
had been £914 taken out of it during the past year for repair of a disaster 
to a gasholder, but it did not appear to him that the amount of the fund was 























at all reduced. Moreover, at former meetings, when the matter was mooted |’ 
the proprietors were told that the £17,000 was in bricks and mortar—thas |: 
it had been already laid out. | 
The Deputy-GoverRnor: No, no. | 
Mr. Josern Box knew that some £7000 of it was invested in annuities. | ' 
but had always been told that the other was expended upon plant. Were 
any of the annuities sold to pay the £914? 
The Deputy-Governor: No; the contingent-fund is a debt we owe to 
the concern, and is used in carrying on the trade. | 
Mr. Josern Box: But you have a working capital of £49,000. 
The Derutry-GoverNor: This £17,969. 18s. 9d. was a debt due from the | 
company to the contingent fund, and it is used by us for general purposes, | 
We paid for the repairs of the gasholder out of our general funds, and we’ 
debit the contingent-fund with the amount, and reduce the debt of the 
company to that fund by the £914 which the repairs involved, and it now, 
stands at £17,055. 18s. 
Mr. Box then proceeded, according to custom, to cavil at the mode in| 
which the accounts were kept. The objections he raised were of the most 
frivolous character, at first provoking the smiles of the proprietors, but be- 
fore long utterly exhausting their patience; and he was compelled, by the 
unanimous expression of the feeling of the meeting, to resume his seat. | 
Mr. R. A. Gray said he had very often, not only at this meeting but at | 
others which he attended, to complain of the utter waste of time occasioned | 
by the foolish remarks of Mr. Box. He never saw any man in all his life 
who appeared more anxious than the honourable proprietor to disparage 
any company in which he was interested. He frequently met him on other 
occasions, and certainly, if the discredit which he threw upon the manage- 
ment of every company had any weight at all, he took it that the time 
would be far distant before the proprietors would realize any dividend to 
which he would say they were fairly entitled. The deputy-governor had 
told them that while the cost of coal was about £4000 less on this occasion 
than the corresponding period of last year, the rental was £2000 more. It 
so, the proprietors had good reason for asking why there was not a larger 
dividend. One thing they must all be aware of, and that was, that the 
value of their shares must depend upon the amount of dividend paid; and 
though he would be the last man to recommend the payment of a dividend 
to which the proprietors were not entitled, he thought, from the statements 
laid before them, there might have been a larger one on this occasion. In 
reference to the charge for repairing the gasholder at the Brick Lane 
station, he would only say that, of course, it was impossible for the directors 
to be responsible for any accidents which might arise, and that it was sound 
policy to make provision for such contingencies as they had done. The 
object of the fund out of which that had been met was to defray such ex- 
penses, instead of being under the necessity of making calls upon the pro- 
prietors. Their worthy friend, the chairman, had suggested to the meeting 
that they might help the company by taking coke, and he would add to 
that a suggestion that those who did not should have a little reduction 
made in their dividends, equivalent to the loss which the company sustained |, 
in that product. As to the districting, it was well known that in 1822 
the Chartered and the City Gas Companies received a communication from | | 
the Under Secretary of State, requesting them to allow Sir W. Congreve to 
have access to their works. The purport of his visit was not stated, the com- | 
panies gave him the opportunity desired, and then it turned out that his 
object was to ascertain and report to the Government upon the inconvenience 
arising from a plurality of mains in the same district. The companies were 
compelled most reluctantly to acquiesce in the alterations then proposed, the 
assurance being given to them that on their consenting to be arranged into | ' 
arrondisements their respective districts should be guaranteed to them. But) 
what was the fact? Why, shortly afterwards, the Independent and the |! 
British Gas Companies applied for Acts of Incorporation, and for power to | | 
come into the City of London. They asserted their right to do so, and the || 
Chartered and City Companies insisted upon their prerogative to keep them 
out, on the faith of which they had fallen in with the Government proposal. |! 
The consequence, however, was, that the Chartered Company made a sacrifice | 
of some £15,000, and the City Company, which had no district to give up to | 
them, had to make a large pecuniary compensation to the other companies. || 
Instead of Sir W. Congreve doing as he promised, no bill was brought into 
Parliament to protect these two companies at all, and they were deprived |; 
of a considerable proportion of their property. Latterly, the Great Central | 
Company was permitted to run over the City, which never would have been 
done had faith been kept with the old companies. He (Mr. Gray) took it 
that if Sir W. Congreve were now living, he could have been indicted at 
the quarter sessions, and would have been committed, for obtaining money 
under false pretences. For himself, he was persuaded, after all, that 
the districting arrangement was the best thing that could be done 
for the public. They were very clamorous just now for a reduction 
of price, and there was no indisposition on the part of the metropoli- 
tan companies to make a fair concession whenever they were in a 
position to do it with propriety and justice to their shareholders. But, if 
ever a concession was to be made, it must be apparent to every one who 
considered the matter that it must be by the companies being in a position 
to effect a saving in the manufacture and distribution of gas. The public 
had been exposed to great inconvenience and expense by the continual 
breaking up of the streets, while the waste of gas from leakage of defective 
mains had tended very much to keep the companies out of their dividends. 
He hoped the result of the interview with the Home Secretary, and of the 
appointment of a committee, would be that a bill would be brought into 
Parliament to sanction all the arrangements that had taken place. One 
thing they ought todo. If such a bill were introduced, and the companies 
were compelled to put in a maximum price, they ought in fairness to re- 
quire of the Legislature that a minimum price should also be inserted, other- 
wise they would be exposed to the contingency of a new ony starting 
with an offer to supply at 3s., and making a great to do in the various 
parishes in which they sought for permission to obtain the public light- 
ing. Mr. Croll had acted, he was inclined to think, somewhat in that 
way. He came forward and said, “I will supply gas at 1s. 43d. per 1000. 
I will give the proprietors 10 per cent dividend, and I shall be able to get 
out of it quite as much as that for myself.” But what was the fact? He 
now said before the arbitrators that he never contemplated supplying gas 
at 1s. 4}d., and that he ought to have 2s. 1d per 1000, without which he 
could not be compensated. He (Mr. Gray) had to apologize for trespassing 
upon the time of the proprietors; but as he was a party to the districting 
arrangements at a very early period, he could not help adding that he con- 
gratulated the companies, and more so the public, upon the extension of a 
system which must prove highly beneficial to all parties. He hoped that 
everything would progress satisfactorily to both. The companies could 
have but one object, viz., to satisfy their customers; that was, in reality, 
the aim of the districting arrangement, and he fully believed it would be 
the inevitable result. : 
The Deputy-GoveRnor said Mr. Gray had very naturally asked how it 
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was, with a decrease in the cost of coals, and an increase in the rental, there 
was not a larger dividend. But the proprietors would observe that there 
had been a loss of £2000 upon products this half year, as compared with 
the corresponding period of last year. They had also paid £1191. 18s. 7d. 
as part of the cost of new retort and purifying-house, &c. There was also 
a charge in the profit and loss account of £1150 awarded to Symonds under 
the direction of the Master in Chancery. They would remember, too, that 
in the account for the corresponding period of last _ there was an amount 
to credit of £1765 as the premium on shares re-sold. These items taken to- 
gether amounted to £6000, and accounted forno increase having been made 
in the dividend. There was no secret in any of the affuirs, and the proprie- 
tors should have every information. 

Mr. Ruopes inquired whether the companies had taken advantage of the 
districting arrangements to increase the charge for the public lights? He 
understood that they had, and this was one cause of the unpleasant feeling 
which had been excited. 

The Deruty-Governor replied that they had done so, and he hoped the 
would continue to do it as they had opportunity. This wasa question whic 
was not properly understood, and about which a great outery had been 
raised. ‘The public lamps throughout London, with the exception of one or 
two parishes, had been hitherto supplied at something like half price. No 
man could say that this was correct in principle, and that a public body 
ought to have gas at 2s. or 2s. 6d. per 1000 when the private consumers were 
paying 4s. 6d. What had been the policy pursued by the parishes? If any 
paares a went to them to ask permission to lay down mains, the answer they 
received was—“ Oh, yes; we will let you in if you will supply the public 
lamps at such a price.” The result was, that they obtained the supply at 
half the value of the gas,and the companies had to make the tradesmen and 
other private consumers pay more to make up the losses of profit through 
the lighting of the public lamps. That was the great secret of this opposi- 
tion—the power of these men to screw the companies down was gone. And 
it was right it should be put an end to. There was no reason in the world 
why the public Jamps, consuming perhaps 20,000 feet of gas, should be sup- 
plied at £2 per annum when the private consumer would have to pay £4 for 
the same quantity. He (Mr. Beck), therefore, had no hesitation in saying, 
that whenever they had the opportunity to charge a fair price to the parishes 
for what they consumed it would not be lost. It was quite monstrous that 
the private consumer was made to pay more because the public paid less. 

Mr. Ruopes: Was not some arrangement made at the time the districts 
were apportioned, that no change should be made in the charges for twelve 
months? 

The Derury-Govrernor: No; certainly not. There was no agreement 
whatever. 

Mr. Ruopes: It is said out of doors that there was. 

The Derutry-Gevernor: I always contemplated that this would be one 
of the advantages derivable from the districting arrangement. In the parish 
of Marylebone we sell according to the illuminating power, and not accord- 
ing to the number of feet burned; and we mean to sell by illuminating 
power acoording to what they get. 

Mr. Jonny Box inquired about the working capital of the company, and 
the application of the contingent-fund, which he said he thought ought to 
be wholly invested on security, instead of the larger portion being employed 
in the working operations of the company? 

The Derury-GoverNor said the working capital was £49,254. The 
matter of the contingent-fund had been explained over and over again. 
The directors wanted money, and, with the approval of the shareholders, 
they borrowed that money from the contingent-fund. He hoped, by degrees, 
as the floating balances became greater than they required, to reinvest this 
money, though it was somewhat problematical whether it was good policy 
to invest at 3 per cent. when they could employ the money to greater ad- 
vantage. This half year he expected they would be able to add £2000 to 
the £7000 already invested. 

Mr. Perry said he hoped the directors would do so, as the fund was 
originally intended to make up any deficiency in dividends. 

The Governor said the honourable proprietor might depend upon this, 
that the directors would be as glad as the shareholders to have a larger 
dividend. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put and carried 
unanimously. 

The Governor brought up the following minute from the court of direc- 
tors :—“ Directors’ minutes, 23rd of April, 1858. Resolved, that a dividend 
at the rate of £6 per cent. per annum, for the half year ending Christmas last, 
be now declared and reported to the general court of proprietors, to be held 
on the 7th day of May next;” and he moved the following resolution there- 
upon :—“ That the dividend declared by the court of directors be approved 
and adopted, and be payable by warrant upon the treasurer on and after 
the 17th inst.” 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Josern Box said he would move, “ That the thanks of the meeting are 
eminently due, and are hereby given, to Mr. Evans, the superintendent of 











THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 





293 


the Westminster station, for his great care and attention to the interests of 
this company cay | the past year.” 

The Governor: I will second that. 

The motion was cordially agreed to. 

The Governor said he thought it right to mention one thing, and that 
was, that when the unfortunate accident happened at the Brick Lane Works, 
Mr. Upward exerted himself in a most praiseworthy manner, even at the 
risk of his life; and but for his exertions, the extent of the damage would 
have been double. 

Mr. BrRACEBRIDGE moved, and Mr. Perry seconded, a vote of thanks to 
the governor, deputy-governor, and directors, which was unanimously 
agreed to. ‘ 

The Governor acknowledged the vote. He said,as one of the directors, 
it gives me great pleasure to receive this compliment, and I am sure that 
my brother directors will be obliged to you for it. 

The proceedings then terminated. 


Novet MopeE oF pEFRAUDING A GAs Company.—At the Haslingden 
County Court, on Tuesday, the Rossendale Gas Company claimed £33. 
11s. 11d. of Mr. John Fowler, millowner, Bacup, for gas consumed in his 
mill beyond what had been registered by the meter. When the mill was 
occupied by a former tenant, a mechanic had altered the meter for him be- 
cause it was supposed to register more than was actually consumed. The 
mechanic removed from the meter a double worm (working at the top of 
an upright shaft) and substituted for it a single worm, the effect of which 
was that the meter would indicate only half the quantity of gas consumed. 
Mr. Fowler entered upon the mill in 1852, and the mechanic continued to 
be employed there until lately, when, in consequence of some unpleasant- 
ness, he either left or was discharged. He then gave information to the 
gas company of what he had done tothe meter, and he was then taken into 
the service of the gas company. ‘The meter, on being examined, was found 
to be as described; and as the whole of the gas paid for by Mr. Fowler since 
he entered the mill amounted to £33. 11s. 11d., and this was assumed to be 
the value of just half of what he had consumed, the company claimed the 
like amount, and on his refusal to pay, the supply of gas was cut off, and 
this action brought. Witnesses were called who had a practical kuowledge 
of gas meters, and they agreed that the effect of the alteration made in the 
meter would be that only half the quantity of gas consumed would be regis- 
tered.—The defendant denied all knowledge of what the previous tenant 
had done to the meter. The judge made an order for the full amount 
claimed. 

OLpHAM.—At the last meeting of the Town Council the gas and water 
committee reported in answer to a memorial presented to the committee a 
short time ago by the Tradesman’s Association, praying for a reduction in 
the price of gas, for an equalization in the price to the small and the large 
consumer, for an improved quality of gas, and for an inspection of the 
meters at the request of the consumer. The committee reported that 
Oldham would bear comparison with the Lancashire towns generally as 
regards the price of gas; that the cost of increasing the illuminating power 
would be £1500 a year; that they did not feel justified in increasing the 
burdens of the town by recommending a reduction in the price and an 
improvement in the quality of the gas, but they acceded to the request for 
meter inspection at the pleasure of the consumer. 

Exp.osion IN A SEWER AT BERMONDSEY.—About a quarter past eleven 
o'clock on the morning of the 3rd instant, no less than eight men were 
severely injured in a sewer running near the Neckinger Road, Bermondsey. 
At the time mentioned, police-constable Timothy Thomas Welch, 303 M, 
who was on duty in Parker's Row, was alarmed by hearing a low rumbling 
sound, followed by a loud explosion, and on looking towards Christ Church, 
at the corner of the Neckinger Road, he observed a quantity of smoke 
issuing from the mouth of the shaft, situate close to the wall of the sacred 
edifice. The constable at once ran to the spot, and found the grating of the 
shaft open, and on looking down heard a voice crying out for help, and 
soon afterwards a man with difficulty raised himself to the pavement. He 
was dreadfully burnt about the face and arms, and stated that his comrades 
were following him, and in afew minutes the whole of the men had ascended 
the shaft, all more or less burnt. Through the active exertions of con- 
stable Welch and several persons residing in the neighbourhood, cabs were 
procured, and the poor tellows were conveyed to Guy's Hospital, where 
they were attended upon by the house surgeon, Mr. Robert Hicks. Morris 
Joyce, aged 33, James May, aged 27, and Samuel White, aged 34, were dread- 
fully burnt about the face, head, and arms, their hair and eyebrows being 

uite destroyed, and they were accordingly at once conveyed to “ Petersham 
Ward.” The others, although much burnt, were, after receiving medical 
assistance, taken to their homes. It was stated by one of the men, that 
when they descended to work in the sewer with the lamps commonly used, 
an explosion suddenly took place, and they at once hastened back to the 
shaft, which they fortunately succeeded in reaching, notwithstanding the 
foul air. As there will no doubt be an inquiry into this matter, we refrain 
from giving any of the rumours (of which there are many) relative to the 
cause of this lamentable occurrence. 





Advertisements. 





WILLIAM RYDER, | 


4, DEAN STREET, 
) NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
is prepared to supply Gas and Water Companies with 
Apparatus and Appliances of every deacription, in- | 
eluding Cast and Wrought Iron Goods, Coals, Fire- 
Bricks, Retorts, &e. &c. 
Any communications addressed to him as above shall | 
have prompt attention. 





Pipes, &c 


all Water-Fittings. 


| CHARLES BOTTEN and SON, 
RENERAL MINERAL AND METAL AGENT AND MERCHANT, | ENGINEERS AND METER-MAKERS, 
CRAWFORD PASSAGE, RAY STREET, 
CLERKENWELL, LONDON (E. C.). 
Manufacturers of Station and Patent Protector Con- 
sumers’ Meters, Patent Slide-Valves, Gas-Fittings, 


Also, High-pressure Cocks, Hydrants, Closets, and 


HARRIS AND PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS &C, 
AMBLECOTS Fire CLAY AND BRICK WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE. 


Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 














LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 





























- —$— 


294 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. [May 1], 1858. 








FIRE-CLAY GAS RETORTS. | 
a pee amie 2 i | 
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— 


ESTABLISHED IN 1795. 


JOSEPH CLIFF, 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 








THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHRD INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FoRM, of any in the Kingdom, From the peculiar 
composition used in ae up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing | 


| 

| 

| 

1 and the adhesion of carbon to their interior service. | | 
‘o meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, the Premises have been | 

| 
| 


re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater regard to despatch than by any other House, 
THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 
LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 
For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 
HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. | 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY OF THE SAME QUALITY. | 


M. B. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4, Wharf, King’s Cross Goods Station. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, | 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, | 





i 
qi 





ra _ " 
Near ( Mey FIRECLAYRETORTS | Leeas. 


H = 
FOUNTAIN 


W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many. years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FPIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY, 
beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
London Agents, CHADWICK and AKEROYD, Willington Stone Wharf, Regent’s Park Basin. 
N.B.—£xaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


THOMAS EDGE, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, 


AND GENERAL GAS APPARATUS AND FITTING WORKS, 
59, GREAT PETER STREET, WESTMINSTER, LONDON. 


Station Meters, Experimental Meters, and Gasholders; Governors, Pressure Registers, By-pass and Slide-Valves, 
Photometers, &c. 


Huitportant Notice. 


THOMAS EDGE, from his long and intimate ex- . 
——_ of age Be poe being — of the great s 
imperfections which exist in the valves of all those : 
hitherto in use (whether made by himself or other ma- QGO® O® : 
nufacturers), notwithstanding their extensive use by 4 / INDICATOR ~ 
several Gas Companies, has the pleasure to announce - ——— 
that he is at length enabled to introduce to their notice if ae i 1 
a Meter (invented by Mr. Hyams), with a Valve the | Sc | 4 
peculiar movement of which must commend itself to aT i \ | 

! t 

















every scientific man as not liable to become defective. } BE Sy 

It is well known that the Valvular Surfaces of all i lee Mu 
Dry Meters hitherto made, whether slide or rotary, a. 
very soon become separated, and allow a portion of : 
the gas to pass through unregistered. The reason of 
this is, that by the erroneous principle upon which 
these valves are constructed every particle of deposit 
from the gas is constantly carried along the same path 
without ever being removed, and thus a gradual accre- 
tion of solid matter takes place, and the valve-cover is 
lifted from its seat. 

Mr. Hyams has, however, effectually remedied this 
fatal defect by the invention of his ECCENTRIC 
ROTARY VALVE, the great peculiarity of which is 
that the valve-cover revolves freely about its centre, 
while the centre itself is carried through a small circle 
about the main-shaft of the instrument by the eccen- 











s tric which connects the two, ae ee motions PATENT 
- TENT METER j thereby cause every point in the surface of the valve- 
- Pa DEY » with cover to describe a constantly-varying epicycloidal LEVER VALVE WET METER. 


: ECCENTRIC ROTARY VALVE. curve, and therefore produces a perfect wiping action, 
by which all extraneous matter is immediately removed. 

The Diaphragms in this Improved Meter being 
formed of almost solid plate surfaces, do not admit of 
any variation in the measuring-chambers, while the 
friction is reduced to the smallest amount by the very 
few joints in the Diaphragms; and the general simpli- 
city of the Meter will be obvious to every one. 

T. E. continues to manufacture large numbers of 
his PATENT LEVER VALVE WET METERS, so 
generally used by Gas Companies, upwards of 70,000 
ofthem having been called for since the Patent was 
granted. This Meter is the only -— — = 
be tampered with to the injury of either the Gas 
PLAN OF DRY METER VALVE. Company or the Consumer. SECTION OF DRY METER VALVE. 


GAS-WORKS ERECTED FOR LIGHTING TOWNS AND NOBLEMEN’S AND GENTLEMEN’S MANSIONS. 


——————— | 
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J. CLIFF’S 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &ec. 





ME.NEW 


NIE 
£.C% 








Orders for London and South of England to be ad- 
dressed to Mr. Newron, Agent for the District, }3, 
Westbourne Terrace, BARNSBURY Park (N.). 

N.B.—A few Retorts of each size, and alarge stock 


ot Bricks and Lumps, always on hand at the above 


Wharf, 





GEORGE ANDERSON, 
GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 
DIRECT-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


supplied either with or without Steam-Engines and 
Boilers. 


FOUR-WAY DIAPHRAGM VALVES, 
one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
nary Valves, as applied to Purifiers, or in shutting off 
and passing Station-Meters, Governors, or other ap- 
paratus, while the Connecting-Pipes are also much 


simplified, 
RETORT SETTINGS, 
designed to be heated by Tar alone, and with a total 
absence of Smoke. 
Tllustrated circulars, giving references and every in- 
formation, may be obtained on application as above, 


WEST and GREGSON, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 


WHITEHOUSE and €0., 
BOILER & GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 
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BEST AND CHEAPEST SLUICE-COCK. 








ANU, nae ~~ Unt 


BROWN AND MAY’S PATENT. 
Above 3-inch diameter, price 10s. per inch. Brass face, 6d. per inch extra. 
Can be taken to pieces without being removed from the line of Piping. 
NORTH WILTS FOUNDRY, DEVIZES. 


Wholesale Agents, Messrs. S. and E. RANSOME, 31, Essex Street, Strand, E.C., 
Where a Sample may be seen. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO., 


(Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to announce that, in addition to the manufacture of GAS-METERS, they continue the manufacture 
of METERS for MEASURING WATER, SPIRITS, &c., commenced, under Patent in 1849, by the late Mr. 
William Parkinson. 
These Meters are as simple and durable as the Gas-Meter, and as correct as that instrument in the 


| registration of the fluids passing through them. 


Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers | 


of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the iron employed, 


and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded ; in | 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 


most eminent Gas Engineers, and’ the experience of 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom. 
Orders promptly executed. 


NOW READY, 


Vou. VI. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1857, price 21s., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. I1., 1!l., 
IV., and V. are still on sale, 
W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 


BEYAN DONKIN and C0.’ improved 


GAS VALVES have been adopted by numerous 
Gas Companies in England and abroad, and their ad- 
vantages and great security fully proved. Very large 
numbers are in use. Prices from lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. 
per inch diameter. 
Bryan DONKIN and Co., 
Engineers, near Grange Road, BERMONDSEY. 


NOTICE.—INFRINGEMENT OF PATENT. 


RICKMER’S Patent Metallic Pack- 


ING for Steam-Engines, Pistons, Piston-Rod 
Stuffing-Lioxes, Pumps, &c.—Notice is hereby given 
that a perpetual Injunction of the High Court of Chan- 
cery has been obtained by Messrs. OASTLER and 
PALMER, trading under the Firm of ALEX, ROSS 
and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, against Messrs. 
LITTLE and CHAMBERS, of Manchester, to restrain 
them from further infringing the above Patent; and 
that the above Packing can only be obtained of Messrs. 
ALEX. KOSS and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, 
Lonpon (the Proprietors of the Patent), or by their 
authorised Agents. 

MILL BANDS, HOSE PIPES, & FIRE BUCKETS 
made to order from the best-selected Oak-Bark Tanned 
Leather. 

Prices Current to be had on application. 


ALTER MABON, Engineer, 
ARDWICK [RON WoRKS, FAIRFIELD STREBT, 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of 

TRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 

GASIIULDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the facture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. has an extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from-4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to W feet diameter; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope, Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates farnished. 

WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Lron. 

IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Marufas- 
tories, or Public Buildings, 

PIPES and VALVES, for Gas and Water, from 2inches 

















| to 48 inches bore. 


| of Gas Apparatus. 





By Royal Letters Patent. 


x, TF 7 
ed i Ay 


J, JONES. ron Merchant, 6, Bank- 


SIDE, has long been known to sell the 
following Castings at prices lower than any other house 
in London :—Socketand Flange Pipes, ends, Branches 
and Tees, Syphons, Lamp-posts, Rain-water Pipes, &c.; 
also, Hot Water Pipes, Elbows, Tees, Cylindrical and 
Saddle Boilers, and every Fitting for the same. Draw- 
ings and Prices of the above on application to J. JONEs, 
Iron Bridge Wharf, 6, BANKSIDE, near the Southwark 
Iron Bridge. 





PATENT EQUITABLE GAS-METER 
is the most effective preventive of fraud by * tilting,” 
and is as simple in construction as the common meter. 

Manufactured only by 





aS... ay ALFRED PENNY, 
EDINBURGH. ENGINEER, 





- a seiimainie aia Pes “7 a WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 
By Her Majesty's Royal Letters Patent. WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 
Mr. PENNY begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
ge nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the 
~~ | alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- 


are, € ; S sulted generally on all matters connected with gas and 
JOSEPH BOULTON, 


water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 


blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron 
Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used 
and also Maker of his Improved WATER METERS, 
No. 28, BAGNIGGE-WBLLS-ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 


in Gas and Water-Works. 
adjoining the Police Office. —Late of Noel, Coppice-row, 
LON ° | 









*,* Country orders executed with care and despatch, 


BENJAMIN GIBBONS, Jun., 


DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY AND BRICK WORKS, 
Near DUDLEY. 
a Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, 
agp snes | Lumps, Quarries, Shields, Flue Covers, &c., to any size 
SHEEN, Gas and Railway | or shape required. 
| e Lantern Maker, 905, Holborn Hill, begs to | PIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that she con- | TO MopEeL OR DRAWING. 
tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable B. G. begs to call the attention of Gas Companies to 


terms, and keep them in repair by the year. , his Fire-Clay Retorts, which have been used with great 





Experimental and Station Meters of any size made 
to order on the shortest notice.—Governors, Pressure 
Registers, Gas-cooking Stoves, and every description 





| | satisfaction in some of the largest Gas-Works in the 








Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England, 
References given, if required. 





GEORGE CUTLER, 
GASHOLDER MAKER, 

No. 8, WENLOCK-ROAD, CITY-ROAD, 

| LONDON, 

| Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 

; and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam, 

and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best 

materials and workmanship. 


JOHY BENT, 
MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, BELL Barn Roan, 

BIRMINGHAM, 

(Established 1830), 
Begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- 
nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER, 
made upon the most improved principles, the most ad- 
| mirable materials, aud warranted to register correctly. 





BIetLeEY IRON WORKS, 

CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 

Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 





Street. 


PADDON AND FORD, 


JAMES SHEARS and SONS, 


PATENT WET & DRY METER MAKERS, 
Recommend their PATENT DRY GAS-METER to he a oe 
Gas Companies and the Public as tho best and sim- PATENT GAS-METER & APPARATUS WORKS, 
plest Dry Gas-Meter in use. They are acknowledged | GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LUNDON, 
to _ of ie agen Sy nena and — - <a ; Munufnsterere of Wetand Dey Gas METERS, STATION 
tration.—Shears an ns continue to supply these ETERS, GOVERNORS, Expge 
Meters on the most favourable terms; and they also | LanTERNs, &c. &c. a Toe 

. ——— Gas-Meters, to which they apply os 
their Patent Indices, , Works; and every descri nofA i 
BANKSIDE, LONDON. iin @anWecbvonelied. “wonmeunenguiaes 

















Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas- | 


Office in London, Mr. E, M. PERKINS, 78, Lombard [{ 





5 ‘ 
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ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 
55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 
CONSUMERS’ METERS at the List Price, with a Liberal Discount to Wholesale Purchasers. 
THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST, £1. 1s.—Bromine, 3s. per Ounce, 
BISULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, £2. 2s. 


APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF FUEL, $5. 5s., 
INventeDd BY LEWIS THOMPSON, Esa., M.R.C.S. 


REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE, Net Price, £8. Glass Shade, 10s. extra. 
STATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &c. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., F. & C. OSLER, 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
soins: in hindi “tines 44, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
WENLOCK CITY ON] ‘ Manufactory—Broad-street, Birmingham, 


Y ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform G id Water C i d the public, 
Bee ere a naan eat ai tne Castine MANUFACTURERS, OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
’ ’ ° ° 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 


in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes 

St at sey herr _ Syphins, Kany Se (Made from ‘‘ ReGisTzRED’”’ DgsiGNs), with Glass BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns for DRAWING-RooMS and BALL-Rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in 
c lin ders and afl isverular castings, will have immédiz private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLEr to direct their particular atten- 
y' H 8 88, tion to the manufacture of this class of articles—which, with a view to their 
» general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 


ate attention. 
THBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 
ON THE LOWEST TERMS. 











CHARLES HoRSLEY, Agent. 
C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &c. ; also civi) engineering 
in general, 
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Manufactured by CROLL, RAIT, and CO., LONDON. 


FACTORY—Blundell Street, near the Railway Station, Caledonian Road, N. 
OFFICES—10, Coleman Street, City, E.C. 





Messrs. CROLL, RAIT, and Co, beg to call the attention of Gas Companies to their Improvements in Dry Gas-Meters, which secure a steady light under all 
circumstances, 

In forming the Valve-Seat of the Dry Gas-Meter it has hitherto been usual for the Bars to be equal in width to the openings; but, by the extent of the surfaces thus 
brought into contact with the Valve or Cover, it is found that fluid accumulates, and, during part of the motion of the Valve, partially closes the passage, thereby causing 
an oscillation in the lights. 

An Improvement in the Manufacture now introduced and patented by Mr. CROLL consists of very considerably reducing the width of the Surfaces or Bars, as in the 
drawing of the New Valve, retaining only such width of bar as is necessary to secure correct measurement. 

Another Improvement consists in the mode used of mixing and amalgamating the various proportions of Metals for the Valves, always taking care that the Valve-Seat 
shall be of an alloy considerably different to that cf the Valve-Cover, by which the friction of the surfaces is materially lessened. 

These Improvements remove at once any liability to unsteadiness of light, and at the same time secure (from the Valve working more evenly) a greater certainty o 


accurate registration. 








HULETT AND CO.,, 55 anv ss, HIGH HOLBORN, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, 

Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas-Meter 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same to 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas-Meter ever made. Manufacturers of 

GAS CHANDELIERS GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, 

AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 
GAS FITTINGS. 
GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &c. &c.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 


COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, : 
by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price 60s. net. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Improved Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, price 10s. 
Price Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed, and enclosing two postage stamps. 
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London: Printed by WintAM Borexron Kine, (at the office of Joseph Clayton, 17, Bouverie Street, Fleet Street) ; and published by him at No. il, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street, in the City of London.—Tuesday, May 11, 1858. 




















